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Barney  Frank. 


Redistricting 
May  Mean  Loss 
Of  Frank’s  Seat 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
legislature  voted  on  December  16 
to  send  Governor  Edward  King  a 
congressional  redistricting  pack¬ 
age  which  reduces  the  number  of 
Massachusetts  congresspersons 
from  twelve  to  eleven  by  combin¬ 
ing  the  districts  of  Representatives 
Margaret  Heckler  (R-Wellesley) 
and  Barney  Frank  (D-Newton). 

But  the  proposed  new  district  in¬ 
cludes  only  two  communities  from 
the  district  of  Rep.  John  Moakley 
(D-Boston)  and  19  from  Heckler’s 
constituency.  That  amounts  to 
140,000  people  from  Frank’s  old 
district,  22,000  from  Moakley’s 
and  360,000  from  Heckler’s. 

“If  you  were  to  draw  a  map  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  to 
minimize  the  chances  of  my  being 
in  Congress,  this  redistricting  plan 
is  what  you’d  come  up  with,” 
Frank  told  the  press  at  a  December 
9  news  conference. 

The  legislature  drew  up  the  re- 
districting  plan  in  response  to  a 
decline  in  the  state’s  population 
reflected  in  the  1980  federal  cen¬ 
sus.  The  U.S.  constitutional  pro¬ 
vision  for  “one  person,  one  vote” 
requires  that  each  of  the  435  fede¬ 
ral  congressional  districts  have 
nearly  the  same  population.  In  the 
most  recent  census,  Massachusetts 
and  several  other  Eastern  |tates 
lost  population  to  states  in  the 
West  and  the  Midwest,  resulting  in 
a  net  loss  of  congressional  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  those  states. 

Frank,  a  liberal  former  Massa¬ 
chusetts  State  Representative  from 
the  Back  Bay/Beacon  Hill  area, 
ran  for  the  seat  vacated  by  U.S. 
Representative  Fr.  Robert  Drinan 
in  May  1980  after  Pope  John  Paul 
II  issued  a  directive  ordering 
priests  out  of  elective  politics. 

As  a  state  representative. 


Frank’s  advocacy  of  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  became  well-known;  in 
Congress,  Frank  has  been  a  House 
co-sponsor  of  the  national  gay 
rights  bill  (S.  2081)  sponsored  by 
Sen.  Paul  Tsongas  (D-Mass.)  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  strongest 
advocates  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  in  Congress. 

Heckler,  a  15-year  congressional 
Continued  on  Page  8 


By  Jil  Clark 

NEW  YORK  —  Some  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  protesting  what 
they  believe  to  be  a  raciallydiscrim- 
inatory  door  policy  at  the  Ice 
Palace  57,  a  predominately  gay 
male  disco. 

About  40  persons,  including 
members  of  Dykes  Against  Racism 
Everywhere  and  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Focus  of  the  People’s  Anti- 
War  Mobilization  joined  the 
picket  line  organized  by  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  (BWMT)  in 
front  of  the  Manhattan  bar  last 
Friday  from  11  p.m.  until  closing. 

According  to  Mitchell  Karp,  a 
member  of  the  Discrimination 
Documentation  Project  of 
BWMT/NY,  the  group  resorted  to 
a  demonstration  when  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  bar  refused  to  apol¬ 
ogize  to  four  black  men  from 
BWMT  who  were  recently  turned 
away  from  the  door  and  refused  to 
commit  themselves  to  a  non-dis- 
criminatory  door  policy. 

The  picket  line  will  form  again 
on  December  18  and  19,  said  Karp, 
unless  the  management  agrees  to 
meet  the  group’s  demands. 

“When  I  first  heard  about  this  I 
thought  they  [men  from  BWMT] 
were  pulling  my  leg,”  said  Harold 
Stern,  attorney  for  Ice  Palace 
owner  Jimmy  Merry.  “I  know 
there  are  blacks  there;  blacks  work 
there  —  and  blacks  are  patrons 
there.” 

“This  whole  thing  is  absurd,” 
said  Kevin  Cahill,  one  of  four 
managers  of  the  club.  “We  hire 
everything  there:  black  people, 
Chinese  people,  lesbians,  straight 
people... and  the  only  thing  we 
screen  for  at  the  door  is  age.” 

Cahill  added  that  those  who  are 
accusing  the  club  of  discrimination 
“are  drawing  more  lines  as  far  as 
keeping  people  separate. . . .  The 
Ice  Palace  has  done  more  to  bring 
all  kinds  of  people  together  than 
any  march  ever  did.” 

After  receiving  complaints 
about  racial  discrimination  at  the 
Ice  Palace  this  fall,  members  of 
BWMT  decided  to  investigate  the 
situation.  On  November  15,  ten 
men  approached  the  entrance  to 
the  club  in  three  groups  about  five 


minutes  apart.  The  group  of  four 
black  men  were  stopped  and  told 
they  could  not  enter  without  pre¬ 
senting  identification.  Two  of 
them  were  told  that  their  I.D.’s 
were  “invalid”.  The  men  in  the 
other  two  groups,  one  an  inter¬ 
racial  couple,  the  other  four  white 
men,  were  allowed  to  enter 
without  showing  any  ID’s  and 
without  being  questioned. 

“This  arbitrary  door  policy  is  a 
comparatively  more  subtle  but 
nonetheless  insidious  form  of  dis¬ 
crimination,”  said  Karp,  referring 
to  the  fact  that  some  third  world 
people  are  admitted  without  being 
carded:  those  who  are  accompan¬ 
ied  by  persons  who  are,  or  appear 
to  be,  Caucasian. 

Henry  Wienhoff,  also  of 
BWMT,  added  that  “this  is  not 
uncommon  in  bars  here.  There  are 
a  couple  of  bars  in  the  Village 
we’re  going  to  check  out  next. 

“A  common  pattern  in  the  bars 
is  carding  blacks  [under  the  guise 
of]  checking  age.  But  in  this  case, 
it  was  obvious  that  the  four  men 
were  over  age,  in  their  late  twenties 
and  thirties.” 

Stern  said  that  the  management 
“doesn’t  understand  what 
happened  that  night.  I  was  about 
to  pursue  it,  but  then  they  [repre¬ 
sentatives  of  BWMT]  didn’t  wait; 
they  went  ahead  with  the  demon¬ 
stration  ....  It  sounds  to  me  like 
these  guys  are  trying  to  stir 
something  up.” 

Stern  added  that  in  a  meeting 
with  picket  organizaers  on  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  he  told  them,  “Business  at 
the  Ice  Palace  hasn’t  been  that 
great  lately;  do  you  think  a 
demonstration  might  be  good  for 
business?” 

Cahill  said  that  the  number  of 
people  in  the  club  on  December 
11,  the  night  of  the  picket,  was 
“the  same  as  always. .  .Customers 
were  laughing  at  them.” 

However,  Karp  maintains  that 
the  picketers  were  “about  25  to  30 
percent”  successful  at  convincing 
those  who  approached  the  club  to 
go  elsewhere  to  dance  on  Friday 
night.  He  said  he  expects  to  double 
the  number  of  people  they  turn 
away  this  Friday  and  Saturday 


night. 

“We  were  more  successful  at 
turning  away  women  and  older 
straight  couples  than  gay  men,” 
Karp  said.  “1  guess  the  straight 
people  going  there  are  pretty  liber¬ 
al  anyhow  and  the  women  seemed 
to  be  more  contemplative  and 
more  willing  to  listen  to  us.  In  the 
mixed  [-gender]  groups,  it  was  the 
women  who  said,  ‘We’re  not  going 
in.”’ 

James  Creedle,  one  of  the  four 
black  men  who  were  bounced 
from  the  door  of  the  Ice  Palace  on 
November  15,  told  GCN  that  even 
some  members  of  BWMT  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  acknowledge  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  racial  discrimination  in  the 
bars. 

“At  one  meeting,”  Creedle 
said,  “people  said,  ‘There  must  be 
something  wrong  with  your  dress.’ 
They  tried  to  justify  it.  I  myself 
had  not  ever  experienced  [discrim¬ 
ination  at  the  bars]  before  — 
probably  because  I’ve  had  a  lover 
of  ten  years  who’s  white.” 

Karp  described  some  “poignant 
situations”  in  which  the  white 
member  of  an  interacial  couple 
would  deny  that  he  and  his  lover 
had  ever  had  “any  problem,”  but 
his  lover  would  refuse  to  cross  the 
picket  line. 

“One  couple  of  black  men 
walked  past  us  saying  they  hadn’t 
found  any  discrimination  in  the 
bars.  But  when  they  approached 
the  door,  they  were  hassled  and 
they  turned  right  around  and  made 
a  very  angry  statement  [in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  picketers]  to  a  re¬ 
porter  there.” 

“They  [bar  managers]  have 
stereotyped  blacks:  they’re  all 
poor  and  don’t  know  how  to  talk 
or  how  to  behave  or  maybe  they 
think  there  is  something  we’re 
going  to  do  that  other  people  don’t 
do  in  a  bar.  It’s  consistent  with  the 
kind  of  nonsense  that’s  been  going 
on  in  this  community  for  years. 
We  are  in  trouble  as  a  community 
if  we  allow  this  to  be  put  on  our 
own  kind.  For  gays  to  support  this 
kind  of  behavior  is  quite  disturb¬ 
ing.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


News  Analysis 

Court  Sends  Boy  Lover  to  Prison 


By  David  Thorstad 

BOBIGNY,  France  —  Jacques 
Dugue,  whose  trial  for  sex  with 
minors  has  become  a  cause  celebre 
throughout  France,  was  sentenced 
on  November  30  in  this  Paris 
suburb  to  six  years  in  prison  and  to 
payment  of  400,000  francs  (ap¬ 
proximately  $80,000  in  U.S.  cur¬ 
rency)  in  damages  to  the  families 
of  eight  of  his  boyfriends. 

The  charges  against  Dugue  in¬ 
volved  “indecent  assault  without 
violence  on  minors  under  15.”  The 
case  sharply  posed  the  issue  of 
man/boy  love  since  the  state  made 
no  claim  that  Dugue  profited  in 
any  way  from  his  friendship  nor 
that  any  kind  of  coercion  was  in¬ 
volved.  On  the  contrary,  in  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  verdict,  the  president 
of  the  Correctional  Tribunal  of 
Bobigny,  flanked  by  two  associate 
judges  —  all  draped  in  black  — 
argued  paradoxically  that  the  very 
fact  that  all  the  children  undeni¬ 
ably  consented  was  the  “most  per¬ 
nicious”  aspect  of  the  case.  Their 
consent,  he  asserted,  “inflicted  the 
most  serious  injury  to  parental 
authority.”  In  fact,  several  of  the 
boy  “victims,”  who  ranged  in  age 
from  nine  to  15,  wrote  love  letters 


to  Dugue  in  jail  confirming  their 
deep  affection  for  him. 

The  reading  of  the  verdict  was 
public,  whereas  the  trial  itself  was 
closed  at  the  request  of  Dugue’s  at¬ 
torneys,  who  feared  sensational-' 
istic  publicity. 

Dugue,  46,  sat  impassively 
throughout  the  proceedings.  The 
former  youth  sports  director  in  the 
Communist-controlled  suburb  of 
St.  Ouen  must  have  found  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  listen  for  the  mh  time  to  the 
long  litany  of  “crimes,”  reiterated 
for  half  an  hour  by  the  judge  in  his 
administrative  drone.  The  monot¬ 
onous  solemnity  of  the  judge’s 
reading  contrasted  oddly  with  the 
licentious  pleasures  of  the 
“crimes”  described:  repeated  acts 
of  fellatio,  mutual  masturbation, 
immodest  caresses,  sodomy,  group 
sodomizing,  obscene  picture¬ 
taking,  active  correspondence 
aimed  at  exchanging  photographs. 
...  A  proud  and  dignified  boy- 
lover,  Dugue’s  response  had  been 
that  the  sexual  pleasures  of  his 
boyfriends  could  only  help  in  the 
“blossoming  of  their  personality.” 

In  January,  1979,  Dugue  had  at¬ 
tempted  suicide  by  hanging  him¬ 
self  in  his  prison  cell.  Not  out  of 


shame  at  discovery,  his  friends 
say,  but  rather  out  of  contempt  for 
French  “justice.”  He  was  brought 
out  of  a  coma  by  doctors  after  15 
days.  He  has  spent  the  past  three 
years  in  jail  awaiting  trial. 

In  the  courtroom  were  a  dozen 
supporters,  among  them  gay  ac¬ 
tivists,  members  of  the  French 
pedophile  organization,  the 
Groupe  de  Recherche  pour  une 
Enfance  Differente  (see  accompa¬ 
nying  article),  and  the  prominent 
intellectuals  Gabriel  Matzneff  and 
Rene  Scherer,  both  of  whom  had 
testified  for  the  defense  at  the  trial. 
Members  of  the  families  who 
brought  complaints  were  also  pres¬ 
ent.  The  lawyer  they  had  hired, 
Maitre  Garaud,  represents  several 
right-wing  extremist  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  newspaper  Minute,  an 
anti-abortion  group  and  Legitime 
Defense,  a  group  that  advocates 
murdering  burglars. 

Dugue  fell  victim  to  the  witch- 
hunting  zeal  of  Detective  Lloyd 
Martin  of  the  Sexually  Exploited 
Child  Unit  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Police  Department.  In  July  1978 
Martin  came  across  two  letters 
written  by  Dugue  to  a  certain 
Henry  Johnson,  suspected  by  the 


California  cop  of  being  a  pedo¬ 
phile.  Martin  promptly  put  the 
French  drug  and  prostitution 
police  on  Dugue’s  case  and  they 
arrested  him  after  several  months 
of  surveillance.  Martin  is  fast 
becoming  known  throughout 
France  as  the  American  cop  who 
once  held  a  ten-year-old  boy  over  a 
cliff,  threatening  to  drop  him  to 
his  death  if  he  refused  to  testify 
against  a  boylover.  Sympathy  for 
Dugue  is  widespread,  especially 
since  he  is  the  only  real  victim  of 
the  actions  for  which  he  is  being 
punished. 

“All  the  boys  I  have  known 
have  loved  me,”  he  wrote  in  an 
open  letter  to  the  judge.  “They 
have  always  loved  and  wanted 
everything  that  we  did  together. 
They  participated,  not  only  freely, 
but  with  pleasure  and  with  love.” 
No  one  has  challenged  these 
words.  Psychiatrists  brought  in  to 
study  the  defendant  concluded 
that  he  acted  in  a  completely 
responsible  fashion,  that  he  feels 
“an  uncommon  emotional  and 
loving  attachment  for  young 
boys,”  and  that  putting  him  in  jad 
will  have  “no  deterring  effect.” 

Continued  on  Page  8 
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News  Notes 


gay  diet  worries  police 

BRIGHTON,  England  —  A  police  raid  on  a  gay 
club  here,  The  Palace,  has  raised  questions  of  just 
what  police  photographers  in  the  raid  were  focusing 
on. 

The  Brighton  Argus  reported  that  at  one  of  three 
clubs  raided  the  night  of  October  24  (the  other  two 
were  straight),  “some  policemen  were  taking  photos 
of  customers”  in  what  is  apparently  a  campaign  to 
enforce  licensing  laws. 

Palace  manager  Michael  Drinkwater,  however, 
told  London  Gay  News  that  “photos  were  taken  here, 
but  not  of  the  customers  —  of  the  menus.  The  officer 
responsible  for  licensing,  Inspector  Gavin  O’Brien, 
doesn’t  consider  that  our  supply  of  food  here  is 
adequate. 

“As  you  know,  at  any  one  time  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  customers  should  be  eating,  to  comply  with 
licensing  laws.  We  can’t  force  them  to  eat  if  they  don’t 
want  to.  But  we  are  taking  steps  to  provide  more  food 
for  customers,  and  we  are  going  to  take  on  a  cook,” 
Drinkwater  added. 


surviving  the  aftermath 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
have  been  assaulted,  robbed  or  harassed  are  forming 
a  “survivors  group”  in  which  they  will  “work  through 
the  emotional  problems  that  are  a  common  aftermath 
of  violence,”  according  to  Jay  Watkins  of  the  Chelsea 
Gay  Association. 

The  group,  sponsored  by  the  CGA,  a  community 
organization  which  operates  the  anti-gay-violence  hot 
line,  will  begin  weekly  meetings  in  mid-January. 
Declan  Daly,  a  pastoral  counselor,  and  Michael 
Shernoff,  a  certified  social  worker,  will  lead  the  group. 

“We  deliberately  chose  to  call  the  group’s  partici¬ 
pants  ‘survivors,’  rather  than  victims,”  said  Shernoff. 
“It’s  bad  enough  that  people  are  beaten  up,  but  it’s 
tragic  that  they  often  blame  themselves  afterward. 
Being  overwhelmed  with  a  range  of  feelings  that  may 
be  hard  to  handle,  the  aftermath  of  anti-gay  violence  is 
often  worse  than  the  incident  itself.” 

Watkins  said  that  the  group  is  “a  logical 
extension  of  our  association’s  citywide  effort  to 
confront  the  problems  of  anti-gay  violence.”  He  hopes 
that  similar  groups  will  form  in  other  neighborhoods 
throughout  the  city. 

For  information  about  the  survivors  group,  call 
the  hot  line:  212-691-7950. 


sex  offenders  do  hard  time 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  Reacting  to  a  surge  of  law- 
and-order  sentiment  and  a  spate  of  mental  patient 
escapes,  California  legislators  have  abandoned  a 
decades-old  program  under  which  some  sex  offend¬ 
ers  were  sent  to  hospitals  instead  of  prison. 

The  philosophy  behind  the  program,  begun  in  the 
thirties,  was  that  sex  criminals  required  medical  treat¬ 
ment  rather  than  incarceration.  Under  the  program, 
courts  sent  “mentally  disordered  sex  offenders”  to 
Atascadero  State  Hospital  or  Patton  State  Hospital 
near  San  Bernardino. 

If  the  hospitals  determined  that  a  client’s  treat¬ 
ment  had  been  successful,  the  inmate  could  be 
released  through  a  program  which  included  out¬ 
patient  care.  According  to  the  new  law,  which  takes 
effect  on  Jan.  1,  all  persons  classified  “mentally 
disordered  sex  offenders”  will  go  to  prison. 

A  recent  study  indicated  that  Atascadero’s 
patients  had  lower  rates  of  recidivism  than  did 
California  prison  inmates  convicted  of  various 
crimes.  The  study  indicated  that  15  percent  of  those 
who  took  part  in  the  hospital  program  “re-offended” 
at  some  point  during  the  five  years  following  their 
release.  During  the  same  five  year  period,  the  rate  for 
repeat  offenses  amid  the  populations  at  state 
prisons  was  40  percent  or  higher,  according  to 
William  Summers,  head  of  program  review  at  Atasca¬ 
dero. 

The  drive  behind  California’s  new  law  was  led  by 
Omer  Rains,  a  tough-on-crime  state  senator  from 
Ventura.  The  measure  was  firmly  backed  by  the 
Legislature  and  Governor  Edmund  Brown,  Jr. 

In  the  past  six  years,  477  patients  have  escaped 
from  Patton  —  86  in  1980  and  41  in  1981  as  of  October. 
All  had  been  assigned  to  Patton  by  court  order.  At 
Atascadero,  the  state’s  maximum-security  facility, 
only  three  “mentally  disordered  sex  offenders”  have 
escaped.  But  the  incident  that  focused  most  attention 
on  the  program  was  the  torture-murder  of  a  2V2-year- 
old  Camarillo  girl  by  Theodore  Frank,  an  Atascadero 
patient  who  had  been  released  from  the  hospital  six 
weeks  earlier.  Frank,  who  had  admitted  molesting 
between  100  and  150  children,  was  convicted  of  the 
slaying  in  1978  and  remains  on  San  Quentin’s  death 
row. 

Under  the  new  law,  an  inmate  will  be  permitted  to 
volunteer  for  treatment  at  Atascadero  or  Patton  after 
serving  three  years  in  prison. 

“The  conservative  mood  is  that  everybody  should 
have  to  do  hard  time,”  said  Brent  Barnhart  from  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  in  an  interview  with  the 
New  York  Times.  “The  actual  treatment  at  MDSO 
facilities  for  a  lot  of  people  was  not  treatment  at  all.” 


deficit  spending  by  the  new  right 

LYNCHBURG,  VA  —  The  Moral  Majority  more 
than  doubled  its  annual  revenue  in  the  fiscal  year  that 
ended  August  31,  but  it  had  a  deficit  of  more  than  half 
a  million  dollars. 

A  recent  audit  showed  that  in  fiscal  1980-81,  Rev¬ 
erend  Jerry  Falwell’s  conservative  political  lobby  had 
revenues  of  $5.77  million  —  up  from  $2.21  million  it 
accumulated  in  fiscal  1979-80.  But  the  organization 
spent  $6.12  million,  leaving  it  with  a  deficit  of 
$353,938.  Added  to  a  $205,697  deficit  from  fiscal 
1979-80,  the  total  deficit  is  now  $559,635,  according  to 
Alexander  Grant  &  Co.,  certified  public  accountants. 


gays  persecuted  in  chile 

STRASBOURG,  FRANCE  -  A  gay  Chilean  refu¬ 
gee  who  wished  to  remain  anonymous  recently  testi¬ 
fied  before  the  International  Gay  Association,  a 
70-member  body  of  lesbian  and  gay  male  organiza¬ 
tions.  He  told  of  his  arrest  in  Santiago,  his  torture,  the 
murder  of  his  father,  and  his  survival.  His  presentation 
was  reprinted  in  the  October  issue  of  Gai  Pied,  a 
French  gay  newspaper.  The  following  are  excerpts 
from  his  testimony  translated  from  French. 

“A  year  ago  I  was  arrested  because  I  was 
assumed  to  be  a  homosexual.  I  was  brought  to  a  con¬ 
centration  camp  called  San  Bernardo  in  the  south  of 
Santiago.  Later  I  was  put  in  another  concentration 
camp  at  Los  Arocinas. 

“The  military  personnel  who  interrogated  me  did 
not  have  any  proof  of  my  homosexuality  and  they 
could  not  cite  a  single  witness.  They  tried  to  make  me 
say  I  was  a  homosexual  under  torture.  I  did  not  say 
anything  because  if  I  had  they  would  have  killed  me 
immediately.  That  is  what  has  happened  to  all  avowed 
homosexuals  in  Chile.  That  is  why  it  is  practically  im¬ 
possible  to  know  the  number  of  homosexuals . . .  who 
have  been  killed  because  someone  had  evidence 
against  them  or  who  have  succumbed  under  torture. 

“It  is  impossible  to  resist  or  to  form  a  resistance 
because  homosexuals  in  Chile  are  terrorized  and  they 
constantly  deny  their  homosexuality  because  they  are 
afraid  of  dying.  I  am  still  amazed  I  survived  with  my 
life. 

“My  father  was  a  politician  in  the  Allende  govern¬ 
ment.  He  was  arrested  after  I  was  and  in  front  of  my 
father  I  was  raped  by  two  officers,  then  beaten  and  tor¬ 
tured.  Several  days  later  my  father  was  killed.” 

The  refugee  expressed  hope  that  other  gay  Chil¬ 
eans  would  report  similar  examples  of  torture  to  Am¬ 
nesty  International,  which  has  been  compiling  rec¬ 
ords  on  torture  and  imprisonment  due  to  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  and  belief. 


getting  to  the  court  on  time 

ATHENS  —  In  the  wake  of  an  announcement  by 
the  Greek  Socialist  government  that  prison  sentences 
for  adultery  will  soon  be  abolished,  the  courts  are 
being  flooded  with  cases  brought  by  those  who  want 
their  marriage  partners  condemned  before  the  new 
bill  is  ratified  by  Parliament. 

The  court  is  ruling  on  an  average  of  six  adultery 
suits  daily  since  the  government  announced  its  plans 
last  Friday,  says  the  Athens  bar  association.  The  bill, 
which  would  eliminate  laws  specifying  up  to  a  year’s 
imprisonment  and  bar  remarriage  for  a  person  con¬ 
victed  of  adultery,  is  expected  to  be  ratified  in 
February. 

Four  persons  were  each  sentenced  to  four 
months’  imprisonment  in  Athens  on  December  9. 


accused  of  becoming  an  activist 

EDMONTON,  ALBERTA,  CANADA  —  A  gay  man 
arrested  along  with  55  others  in  a  raid  on  the  Pisces 
Baths  here  was  found  guilty  after  attempting  to  use 
his  trial  to  say  that  there’s  nothing  offensive  to  the 
community  about  gay  baths.  Twenty-five-year-old 
Garnet  Plum  was  convicted  of  being  a  found-in  in  a 
common  bawdyhouse. 

According  to  The  Body  Politic  (TBP),  Provincial 
Judge  R.E.  Hyde  resisted  every  attempt  by  Garnet  and 
counsel  Barrie  Chivers  to  discuss  the  significance  of 
the  baths  to  the  gay  male  community.  Judge  Hyde 
told  Chivers  that  he  suspected  the  purpose  of  the  trial 
was  to  “use  this  court  as  a  forum  to  advance  homo¬ 
sexual  views.” 

A  poll  conducted  for  the  defense  by  a  well-known 
criminologist,  Dr.  Ehor  Boyanowsky,  seemed  to 
uphold  Garnet’s  claim.  “He  reached  the  tentative  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  community  did  not  accept  gay  bath 
houses.  There  appeared  to  be  no  community  backlash 
to  them,  in  contrast  to  what  the  police  felt  about 
them,”  Chivers  told  TBP. 

Asked  by  TBP  about  his  feelings  now,  Plum 
replied,  “It’s  like  beating  your  head  against  a  brick 
wall.  I  asked  myself,  ‘Why  are  we  doing  all  this?’,  but  it 
boils  down  to  the  principle  of  the  thing.  The  law 
shouldn’t  legislate  morals.  If  I  want  to  go  out  and 
screw  around  with  12  people,  that’s  up  to  me.”  Plum 
added  that,  “My  friends  are  accusing  me  of  becoming 
an  activist,  but  I  intend  to  keep  fighting  to  change  the 
[bawdyhouse]  law.” 


born  agains  die  out 

NEW  YORK  STATE  —  The  Moral  Majority  was 
short-lived  here.  The  New  York  State  chapter  of  the 
Moral  Majority  was  put  to  rest  this  month,  not  long 
after  its  first  birthday.  Attorneys  for  the  National 
Moral  Majority  are  “reorganizing”  a  new  chapter,  says 
Moral  Majority  vice  president  Dr.  Ronald  Godwin  from 
national  headquarters  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  “We  do  not 
intend  to  go  out  of  business  up  there,"  he  added. 

Moral  Majority  higher-ups  are  taking  a  new  tact  in 
New  York,  as  evidenced  by  their  request  for  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  state  chairperson  Reverend  Daniel  Fore  of 
the  Metropolitan  Baptist  Church  in  Bensonhurst. 
Godwin  recently  told  the  Soho  News  that  Fore  had 
difficulty  in  separating  his  role  in  his  church  from  his 
role  in  the  Moral  Majority,  “which  is  not  a  religious 
organization,”  said  Godwin.  “I  respect  his  religious 
convictions;  I  just  don’t  think  they’re  appropriate  fora 

Moral  Majority  representative _ I’ve  had  to  cope 

with  and  answer,  endlessly,  questions  about  his 
public  pronouncements,  statements  that  have  been 
interpreted  as  anti-Semitic,  anti-Catholic  and  so 
forth.” 

In  Fore’s  last  initiative  on  behalf  of  the  Moral 
Majority  he  sent  a  questionnaire  to  congressional 
incumbents  several  weeks  ago.  The  questions  on  the 
poll  included,  “If  you  died  today,  do  you  know  you 
would  go  to  Heaven?”  and  “If  you  stood  before 
Heaven’s  gate  and  were  asked  on  what  ground  ye 
sought  admission,  what  would  you  reply?”  One 
Massachusetts  congressperson  who  received  the 
questionnaire  told  the  Washington  Post,  “Hell,  I  don’t 
even  know  if  I’ll  be  reelected.” 

Godwin  said  the  poll  was  not  sanctioned  by 
national  headquarters  and  defended  MM  as  a  purely 
political  organization.  “We  will  get  involved  In 
specific  religious  controversies,”  he  said.  “We’re  not 
interested  in  whether  (a  politician)  reads  the  Bible  or 
not,  but  how  he  votes  on  the  issues  important  to  us. 
We  are  concerned  about  the  prolife  issues,  where 
candidates  and  incumbents  stand  on  abortion  and . . . 
the  ERA,  and  their  attitude  toward  federal  funding  of 
special  interest  groups  such  as  Planned  Parenthood, 
Legal  Services  Corporation,  and. .  .homosexual 
organizations.” 


la  represion 

FERROL,  Spain — Two  sailors  have  been  sen¬ 
tenced  here  to  14  and  16  months  in  a  military  prison 
for  homosexual  acts. 

The  two  were  apparently  discovered  performing 
acts  considered  detrimental  to  military  honor,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  newsletter  of  the  Frente  de  Liberator) 
Homosexual  de  Castilla  (FLHOC  —  Gay  Liberation 
Front  of  Castille). 

The  sentences,  which  must  be  approved  by  the 
commanding  general  of  the  naval  zone  in  which  Ferrol 
is  located,  require  that  the  time  spent  in  prison  be 
added  to  the  sailors’  enlistment  periods. 

FLHOC  and  the  Colectivo  Feminists  de  Les- 
bianas  (Lesbian  Feminist  Collective)  “denounce  and 
protest  the  existence  of  special  jurisdictions  which 
prosecute  vulnerable  citizens  for  the  simple  act  of 
expressing  their  sexuality  freely.” 


cops  looking  for  sexual  acts 

WILMINGTON,  NC  —  Forty  persons  were 
arrested  by  undercover  police  here  during  an  opera¬ 
tion  designed  to  arrest  people  for  prostitution,  solici¬ 
tation  for  prostitution  and  solicitation  for  crimes 
against  nature.  None  of  the  arrests  involved  gays, 
although  residents  of  the  area  had  complained  about 
homosexual  prostitutes  on  the  street,  according  to 
the  Front  Page,  a  Raleigh  lesbian  and  gay  male 
publication. 

“That  does  not  mean  there  isn’t  a  problem,” 
Police  Capt.  James  Bloomer  told  the  Wilmington  Star. 
“We  just  weren’t  successful.” 

During  the  operation,  officers  —  female  and  male 
—  posed  on  street  corners  in  the  downtown  area  near 
David’s  Lounge  and  several  adult  bookstores. 

Meanwhile,  police  from  the  Onslow  County,  N.C. 
Sheriff’s  Department  are  arresting  gay  men  in  book¬ 
stores.  Several  men  were  arrested  for  soliciting  a 
sheriff’s  deputy  for  sex  as  he  sat  watching  a  porno 
film  in  a  Jacksonville  bookstore. 

These  arrests,  which  occurred  in  August,  are  the 
latest  in  a  series  of  Jacksonville  bookstore  arrests 
dating  back  at  least  eight  years,  the  Front  Page 
reports. 

However,  owners  of  two  gay  male  porno  book¬ 
stores  told  GCN  that  they  had  not  heard  about  the 
arrests.  “I  know  there’s  a  big  crackdown  on  prostitu¬ 
tion  and  the  bookstores,”  said  Charlie  Hudson  of 
Carl’s  Special  Books.  “The  vice  squad  is  in  here  from 
time  to  time  —  every  week.  They’re  looking  for  sexual 
acts,  I  guess  —  but  they’re  not  going  to  find  any  here.” 

The  owners  of  the  smoke  shop,  who  did  not  give 
their  names,  said  that  the  police  come  into  their  store 
frequently  “to  warm  up,  shake  the  snow  off.  We  have  a 
legitimate  business  here.” 

Edited  this  week  by  Jil  Clark. 
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Noble  Emerges  As  Key  Extortion  Witness 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  For  the  second 
time  in  a  month,  FBI  agents  have 
arrested  a  Boston  city  official 
closely  associated  with  Mayor 
Kevin  H.  White  on  charges  of  ex¬ 
tortion.  And  in  this  case,  former 
Massachusetts  State  Representa¬ 
tive  Elaine  Noble,  the  first  open 
lesbian  to  be  elected  to  a  state 
legislature,  has  emerged  as  a  key 
witness. 

Details  of  the  case  are  still 
shrouded  in  the  secrecy  of  a  fed¬ 
eral  grand  jury  investigation,  but 
numerous  reports  have  emerged  in 
the  Boston  press. 

The  story  began  when  John  M. 
Williams,  a  special  assistant  in  the 
City  of  Boston  Administrative 
Services  Department,  surrendered 
to  FBI  agents  on  November  18 
and  was  later  released  on  $10,000 
personal  bond.  On  December  8,  a 
federal  grand  jury  indicted  Wil¬ 
liams  on  one  count  of  extortion, 
charging  that  he  attempted  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  $50,000  payoff  from  An¬ 
thony  D’Alesandro,  a  real  estate 
developer  seeking  a  city  contract 


for  the  Uphams  Corner  Redevel¬ 
opment  Project  in  Dorchester,  a 
section  of  Boston.  Williams  serves 
as  manager  for  the  project  in  the 
city’s  Neighborhood  Development 
Agency. 

A  twist  in  the  case  came  when 
Noble,  now  the  Assistant  Director 
of  Intergovernmental  Relations 
for  Mayor  White,  told  the  Boston 
Globe  that  D’Alesandro  had  told 
her  of  the  payoff  last  November  4 
but  that  she  did  not  believe  him  at 
the  time.  Noble  said  D’Alesandro 
first  approached  her  in  mid- 
October  while  she  was  having 
lunch  with  Williams  in  an  Uphams 
Corner  restaurant.  Williams  intro¬ 
duced  her  to  D’Alesandro,  Noble 
told  the  Globe,  and  D’Alesandro 
“indicated  he  was  gay  and  asked 
why  we  [lesbians  and  gay  men] 
didn’t  have  our  act  together  here. 
He  was  wearing  a  lot  of  gold  and 
jewelry.  I  told  him  we  did  indeed 
have  our  act  together  here.” 

Noble  told  the  Globe  that 
D’Alesandro  contacted  her  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  next  few  weeks, 
continually  pressing  her  for  help 


in  obtaining  the  development  con¬ 
tract. 

“He  kept  talking  about  his  pro¬ 
posal  and  asking  me  to  look  at  it,” 
Noble  said.  “I  said  I  would  and 
that  he  should  send  it  to  me.  He 
said  we  should  go  get  it  right 
away.” 

The  proposal,  according  to  No¬ 
ble,  “looked  shabby”  and  a  check 
with  an  official  from  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  con¬ 
firmed  her  impression. 

Noble  says  that  when  D’Alesan¬ 
dro  came  to  her  apartment  on 
November  4,  she  told  him  that  the 
proposal  would  have  to  be  re¬ 
worked.- 

“He  got  very  aggravated  and 
took  out  his  gun,”  Noble  told  the 
Globe,  adding  that  D’Alesandro 
did  not  use  the  gun  to  threaten 
her.  “He  said  that  if  he  did  not  get 
the  contract  ‘somebody’s  going  to 
be  out  a  lot  of  money.’” 
D’Alesandro,  according  to  Noble, 
said  that  he  had  given  Williams 
$5000  in  mid-September  and  was 
expected  to  pay  $20,000  upon 
receiving  title  to  the  property  and 


$25,000  upon  receipt  of  Financing 
for  the  project. 

Noble  said  she  questioned  the 
veracity  of  D’Alesandro’s  state¬ 
ments  but  told  him  that  if  he  was 
truly  a  victim  of  extortion  he 
should  report  the  circumstances  to 
the  proper  authorities. 

The  next  day,  Noble  and  Theo¬ 
dore  Anzalone,  an  attorney  and  a 
fundraiser  for  Mayor  White,  met 
in  the  office  of  Joanne  Prevost, 
Commissioner  of  Licensing  and 
Consumer  Affairs  for  the  city  of 
Boston.  Noble  says  she  told  Anza¬ 
lone  and  Prevost,  both  close 
associates  of  the  mayor,  of  her 
conversation  with  D’Alesandro  on 
the  previous  night. 

On  November  6,  Noble  called 
friends  in  Phoenix,  where 
D’Alesandro  had  lived  before 
coming  to  Boston,  and  asked 
them  to  find  out  what  they  could 
about  him.  The  following  day, 
Noble’s  friends  called  back  to  tell 
her  that  D’Alesandro  was  really 
Dennis  Kelley,  a  Phoenix  devel¬ 
oper  who  had  testified  for  the  FBI 
in  an  Arizona  extortion  case  in- 


Activists  Jailed  for  Refusing 
To  Cooperate  with  Grand  Jury 
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By  Nancy  Wechsler 

NEW  YORK  —  Fulani  Sunni- 
Ali  (Cynthia  Boston)  was  jailed  on 
December  7  for  her  refusal  to 
testify  before  a  federal  grand  jury 
investigating  several  black  and 
radical  organizations.  The  grand 
jury  was  called  almost  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  October  Brinks 
robbery  in  New  York  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  16). 

Sunni-Ali,  Minister  of  Informa¬ 
tion  for  the  Republic  of  New 
Afrika,  a  black  nationalist  group, 
was  originally  arrested  on  con¬ 
spiracy  charges  in  connection  with 
the  robbery,  but  the  charges  were 
dropped  when  evidence  proved  she 
was  in  New  Orleans  on  the  day  she 
was  allegedly  seen  “cleaning  out  a 
safe  house”  in  New  York. 

Two  other  women,  Eve  Rosahn 
and  Yaasmyn  Fula,  are  also  in  jail 
for  refusing  to  testify  before  the 
grand  jury.  All  three  women  are  at 
the  Metropolitan  Correctional 
Center.  If  the  women  continue  to 
refuse  to  collaborate  with  the 
grand  jury,  they  could  remain  in 
jail  for  contempt  of  court  for  the 
term  of  the  grand  jury  —  which  is 
expected  to  be  36  months.  Fula  is  a 
legal  worker  who  has  worked  at 
Bronx  legalfor  services  nine  years. 
She  is  one  of  the  co-ordinators  of 
the  National  Task  Force  on 
Cointelpro  Research  and  Liti¬ 
gation.  Rosahn  has  been  linked  to 
the  robbery  by  the  assertion  in  the 
press  that  a  car  registered  in  her 
name  was  used  as  a  getaway  car. 
She  is  an  activist  who  has  recently 
been  involved  in  protesting  the 
U.S.  tour  of  a  South  African 
rugby  team. 

Sunni-Ali  has  refused  to  testify 
before  the  grand  jury  because  they 
have  not  allowed  her  to  have  her 
attorney  of  choice,  Chokwe 
Lumumba,  represent  her.  Lu¬ 
mumba  is  from  Detroit  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Republic  of  New 
Afrika. 

The  Grand  Jury  Project  of  New 
York,  a  progressive  group  which 
does  organizing  and  defense  work 
around  grand  jury  abuse  and  FBI 
harassment,  has  been  following 
this  grand  jury  closely.  Linda 
Backiel,  one  of  their  staff  people, 
told  GCN  that  according  to  the 
government,  this  grand  jury  is  “a 
racketeering-influenced  and  cor¬ 
rupt-organizations  grand  jury 
which  is  attempting  to  show  that  a 
variety  of  organizations,  including 
the  Black  Panther  Party,  the  Wea¬ 
ther  Underground,  the  (alleged) 
Black  Liberation  Army,  the  Re¬ 
public  of  New  Afrika,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  others  —  are  all  part  of  a  cor¬ 
rupt  confederation  that  exists  for 
the  purpose  of  committing 


crimes. 

GCN  asked  Backiel  why  she 
thought  the  government  had  called 
this  grand  jury  and  what  they 
hoped  to  accomplish.  “I  think 
what  they  are  doing  is  trying  to 
equate  political  activism  and  re¬ 
sistance  to  racism  with  terrorism. 
They  are  trying  to  do  that  because 
they  need  to  make  everybody  pas¬ 
sive  and  quiet  so  that  they  can 
force  through  their  economic  cut¬ 
backs  and  their  increased  political 
repression.  What  they  are  out  to 
do  is  manufacture  a  huge  inter¬ 
national  terrorist  conspiracy  to 
make  everybody  feel  that  anyone 
who  is  politically  active  is  dan¬ 
gerous,  not  to  be  associated  with, 
and  not  to  be  trusted.” 

In  the  past,  most  grand  juries 
looking  into  political  communities 
have  been  used  as  ‘fishing  expe¬ 
ditions,’  where  the  government’s 
purpose  is  to  gather  as  much  infor¬ 
mation  as  possible  about  people 
and  organizations  in  an  attempt  to 
better  infiltrate  and  disrupt  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  In  1975  the 
lesbian  community  was  a  major 
target  of  such  government  harass¬ 
ment.  Jill  Raymond,  Terri  Tur- 
geon  and  Ellen  Grusse  all  spent 
time  in  jail  for  refusing  to  testify 
before  grand  juries  looking  into 
the  lesbian  community. 

GCN  asked  Backiel  if  she 
thought  this  grand  jury  fit  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  earlier  grand  jury  abuse. 
She  said,  “This  particular  kind  of 
grand  jury  gives  them  a  huge 
authority  for  Fishing  expeditions 
and  intelligence  work,”  she  said. 
“I  think  on  the  one  hand  they  are 
doing  a  fishing  expedition  and  try¬ 
ing  to  gather  information,  and  on 
the  other  hand  they  are  doing  the 
much  dirtier  business  of  cointel¬ 
pro  —  in  terms  of  trying  to  dis¬ 
credit  and  destroy  the  opposition. 
It  is  particularly  significant  that 
most  of  the  people  who  are  in  jail 
and  who  are  the  targets  of  this  are 
people  who  are  active  in  black 
organizations.  I  think  that  it  is  no 
coincidence.  The  grand  jury  is 
giving  legitimacy  to  racism;  that  is 
a  part  of  what  this  is  all  about.” 

Terry  Gaines,  a  black  woman 
from  Mississippi,  was  subpoenaed 
before  the  grand  jury  and  was  to 
appear  before  it  on  December  16. 
It  is  expected  that  she  will  refuse  to 
cooperate  and  if  this  is  the  case  she 
will  likely  be  held  in  contempt  of 
court  and  sent  to  jail. 

In  related  developments, 
Backiel  told  GCN  that  while  the 
main  targets  of  the  investigation  at 
this  time  seem  to  be  black  organ¬ 
izations  and  the  black  community, 
some  white  women  and  feminists 
have  also  been  questioned  and  har¬ 


assed  by  the  FBI.  They  were  asked 
if  they  knew  certain  people  and 
were  questioned  about  credit 
cards. 

According  to  Backiel,  Sonia 
Sanchez,  a  black  poet  and  pro¬ 
fessor  from  Philadelphia,  was  har¬ 
assed  by  the  FBI  in  her  home. 
Backiel  told  GCN,  “The  FBI  said 
they  were  looking  for  Assata 
[Assata  Shakur  —  a  black  woman 
activist  who  is  wanted  by  the  FBI]. 
They  mentioned  a  whole  lot  of 
groups  and  individuals  that  were 
part  of  what  they  consider  a  con¬ 
spiracy.  Among  those  mentioned 
was  an  Ann  Power.  It  is  fair  to  say 
the  pressure  is  on  to  find  all  those 
political  activists  still  under¬ 
ground.”  (The  FBI  was  apparently 
referring  to  Katherine  Ann  Power, 
wanted  in  connection  with  a  bank 
robbery  in  Boston  in  the  early  70’s 
that  has  been  linked  to  protests 
against  the  war  in  Vietnam.) 

Another  grand  jury  is  sitting  in 


Brooklyn,  New  York,  looking  into 
the  FALN,  a  Puerto  Rican  nation¬ 
alist  group.  Backiel  said  that  there 
is  some  possibility  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  will  tie  the  two  grand  juries 
together.  “They  have  been  men¬ 
tioning  the  possibility  that  the 
FALN  was  also  a  part  of  this  grand 
conspiracy  and  that  it  is  an  inter¬ 
national  conspiracy  that  involves 
Cuba,  Moscow,  Vietnam  and 
other  countries.” 

Political  activists  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia 
and  Washington,  D.C.  have 
started  organizing  to  combat  this 
new  wave  of  FBI  harassment  and 
grand  jury  abuse.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  contact  the  Grand  Jury 
Project  in  New  York  at  (212) 
674-6005  or  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  in  Boston  at  (617)  542-5415. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


volving  organized  crime  figures. 
D’Alesandro  obtained  his  new 
identity  as  a  participant  in  the 
Federal  Witness  Protection  Pro¬ 
gram,  a  program  which  seeks  to 
protect  government  witnesses 
from  reprisal  by  giving  them  a  new 
identity  and  helping  them  to 
relocate. 

On  November  8,  Noble  met 
with  her  attorney,  Alice  Rich¬ 
mond,  to  discuss  bringing  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  law  en¬ 
forcement  authorities.  The  two 
eventually  met  with  Massachusetts 
Attorney  General  Francis  X. 
Bellotti  on  November  17  and  with 
federal  agents  on  November  18, 
the  day  Williams  surrendered. 

Noble’s  revelation  to  the  press 
of  D’Alesandro’s  past,  published 
in  the  Globe  on  November  21,  not 
only  unveiled  D’Alesandro’s  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Witness  Protec¬ 
tion  Program,  but  may  also  have 
uncovered  a  concerted  federal  in¬ 
vestigation  of  corruption  in  the 
White  administration.  Noble  told 
the  Globe  that  there  was  “no 
doubt  in  my  mind”  that  the  White 
administration  was  the  target  of 
an  FBI  “sting”  operation.  And 
Mayor  White  angrily  responded 
by  telling  reporters  “you  must  not 
first  find  your  target  and  then 
your  evidence.  That  brutalizes 
everything.”  D’Alesandro  has 
since  been  moved  by  the  FBI  to  an 
undisclosed  location. 

A  November  29  report  in  the 
Globe  quotes  unnamed  sources  as 
saying  that  D’Alesandro  had  been 
fitted  with  a  hidden  transmitter  so 
that  FBI  agents  could  monitor  his 
conversations.  If  those  reports  are 
true,  the  recordings  would  proba¬ 
bly  form  the  basis  of  evidence  cur¬ 
rently  under  investigation  by  a 
federal  grand  jury  in  Boston. 
Shortly  after  hearing  testimony 
from  Noble,  that  grand  jury  voted 
on  December  8  to  indict  Williams. 
The  investigation,  however,  is  still 
in  progress. 

GCN  tried  to  contact  Noble  to 
inquire  about  the  case  but  a 
woman  in  her  office  referred  all 
questions  to  Noble’s  lawyer,  Alice 
Richmond.  Richmond  also  re¬ 
fused  comment,  saying  that  it  was 
not  in  her  client’s  best  interests  to 
say  any  more  to  the  press. 


Third  World  Unity  Stressed 


By  David  Morris 

CHICAGO  —  The  Second  Na¬ 
tional  Third  World  Lesbian/Gay 
Conference,  held  here  during  the 
weekend  of  November  27,  focused 
on  unity  among  the  diverse  ethnic 
and  racial  groups  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  communities. 

Hosted  by  the  Chicago  Chapter 
of  the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Gays  (NCBG)  and  combined  with 
the  NCBG  annual  convention,  the 
conference  drew  fewer  partici¬ 
pants  than  the  first  such  gathering, 
held  in  1979  in  conjuntion  with  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  March 
on  Washington,  in  which  some  300 
persons  took  part.  But 
participants  say  there  was  a  strong 
commitment  among  the  approxi¬ 
mately  100  in  attendance  at  this 
year’s  gathering  and  that  there  was 
better  representation  of  different 
groups. 

Barbara  Smith,  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  NCBG  convention, 
said  she  had  been  impressed  at  the 
1979  conference  “that  there  were 
actually  Third  World  gay  men,  or 
men  of  any  color,  actually  dealing 
with  feminist  politics.”  But  this 
year’s  conference,  she  told  GCN, 
was  “even  more  reinforcing”  than 
the  First  conference. 

In  her  keynote  speech  to  the 
NCBG  convention,  Smith  address¬ 
ed  the  general  topic  of  unity  and 
spoke  of  her  personal  observation 
that  Afro-Americans,  because  of 
their  greater  numbers,  have  tended 
toward  a  position  of  relative  do¬ 
minance  at  Third  World  events. 
The  tendency  she  said,  is  reinforc¬ 


ed  by  the  fact  that  Afro-Ameri¬ 
cans’  native  language  is  English, 
the  langugage  of  the  dominant  cul¬ 
ture. 

Featured  speakers  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  included  Barbara  May 
Cameron,  a  Native-American 
writer  and  photographer  from  San 
Francisco;  Daniel  Tsang  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  a  writer  and  editor  of 
Gay  Insurgent;  and  Cherrie 
Moraga,  a  Chicana  poet,  editor 
and  activist  currently  living  in  New 
York. 

The  featured  speakers  concen¬ 
trated  on  the  conference  theme, 
“A  Unified  Rainbow  of 
Strength.” 

“In  this  period  of  increased 
oppression,”  Tsang  remarked, 
“the  greatest  challenge  we  face  is 
the  need  to  successfully  unite  with 
other  oppressed  peoples,  white 
and  Third  World,  to  form  a  united 
front  against  our  oppressors.  We 
can  no  longer  afford  the  luxury  of 
single-issue  politics.” 

Moraga  said  the  time  had  come 
to  deal  “emotionally  and  person¬ 
ally  with  the  things  that  have  been 
separating  Third  World  commun¬ 
ities.  She  said  strong  autonomous 
groups  will  empower  Third  World 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  participate 
in  other  progressive  struggles,  like 
anti-war  and  anti-imperialist 
movements,  from  which  ethnic 
miniorities  have  previously  been 
excluded. 

Conference  participant  Gloria 
Anzaldua  said  much  of  value  was 
accomplished  during  workshops 
and  in  informal  meetings.  She  said 


that  in  fact  distinctions  between 
formal  workshops  and  un¬ 
structured  gatherings  were 
blurred.  Women’s  workshops’  she 
and  Moraga  conducted  combined 
and  expanded  into  a  continuous, 
round-the-clock  event,  she  told 
GCN,  during  which  impressive 
progress  was  made  toward  a  net¬ 
work  of  Third  World  lesbians. 

An  unscheduled  workshop  init¬ 
iated  by  Don  Kao  of  New  York  in¬ 
volved  all  the  participants  in  the 
conference.  Lasting  several  hours, 
it  dealt  with  stereotypes  that 
diverse  Third  World  people  hold 
of  each  other. 

At  their  convention,  NCBG 
members  elected  a  new  board  of 
directors,  including  Gilberto 
Gerard  of  Washington,  the  female 
co-chair:  L.  G.  Merchant  of 
Chicago,  secretary;  and  Chris 
Cothran  of  Chicago,  treasurer. 

NCBG  voted  to  adopt  as  pro¬ 
jects  for  the  coming  year  the  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  organization  and 
the  publication  of  a  newsletter. 

Several  participants  said  women 
played  a  strong  role  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  despite  the  fact  that  they  re¬ 
presented  ony  about  40  percent  of 
those  in  attendance.  “There  is  this 
myth,”  Anzaldua  told  GCN, 
“that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  an¬ 
tagonistic  towards  each  other.  I 
don’t  think  it’s  true  between 
Latinas  and  Latinos.  I’m  not  sure 
that  it’s  true  between  Third  World 
lesbians  and  Third  World  faggots. 
This  conference  showed  me  that  it 
isn’t  true.” 

—filed  from  Boston 
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a  new  high 

Dear  GCN: 

Congratulations  to  Rudy  Grillo  for  his  essay  on 
“gay  moments”  in  American  popular  music,  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  original  lesbian  and 
gay  history  pieces  I’ve  seen  for  a  while.  We’re  all 
enriched,  and  indebted  to  Grill  for  rediscovering 
this  fascinating  part  of  our  past.  Both  Grillo ’s 
research  and  his  analysis  seem  careful  and 
thoughtful.  Does  anybody  know  of  any  more 
early  “gay”  songs? 

Love  and  kisses, 

Jonathan  Katz 
New  York,  NY 


a  new  low 

Dear  Editor, 

Taking  into  account  the  riskiness  of  submitting 
manuscripts  to  any  publisher,  I  believe  GCN  has 
hit  a  new  low  in  its  handling  of  my  “Gay 
Moments  in  Straight  Music”  ( GCN  Vol.  9, 
No.  20). 

After  correcting  my  few  typos,  the  per- 
son/persons  responsible  added  several  of  their 
own.  Thus  “three”  became  “these,”  “1957” 
became  “1975,”  “employs”  became  “implies” 
and  so  on.  Words  were  inexplicably  added  and 
dropped  from  sentences  so  that  my  “perception  is 
as  much  a  part  of  reality  as  intent”  became  your 
“Perception  is  a  part  of  reality  as  intent.” 
Perception  is  not  equal  to  intent,  as  you  would 
have  it. 

My  carefully  and  cautiously  worded  obser¬ 
vations  were  rewritten  to  read  like  ill-informed 
declarations.  Clear  statements  became  equivocal 
comments  and  suppositions.  Politically  “cor¬ 
rect”  phrases  were  inserted  to  reflect  an  irrelevant 
bias  which  is  not  mine.  Historically  correct 
“negro  market”  was  replaced  by  “black  market” 
which  refers  to  something  altogether  different. 

Facts  were  distorted  and  even  reversed.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  I  did  not  say  that  Cole  Porter  was  not  gay. 
You  said,  “Cole  Porter’s  songs  were  gay,  even  if 
he  was  not;  they  convey  a  particular  outlook  and 
sensitivity,  which  was  gay  indeed.”  What  I  did 
say  is,  “Porter,  whose  songs  would  be  gay  even  if 
he  were  not,  which  is  to  say,  they  convey  a  par¬ 
ticular  outlook  and  sensitivity,  was  gay  indeed.” 

1  did  not  say  Bing  Crosby  was  “backed  up”  by 
the  Rhythm  Boys.  I  did  say  he  sang  “with  the 
Rhythm  Boys.”  He  was  only  a  member  of  that 
group. 

1  did  not  say,  “  ‘Greensleeves,’  attributed  to 
Henry  the  Eight  [your  spelling},  regained  popu¬ 
larity  in  the  60’s,  particularly  in  Anne  Shelton’s 
unusually  beautiful  lyrics  sung  female  to  fe¬ 
male.”  To  the  unaware,  Anne  Shelton  is  a  singer 
not  a  songwriter.  What  I  wrote  was,  “  ‘Green- 
sleeves,’  a  song  attributed  to  King  Henry  the 
Eighth  of  England,  regained  popularity  in  the 
1960’s.  Anne  Shelton’s  unusually  beautiful 
recording  of  the  unaltered  lyrics  provides  a 
female  to  female  love  song.”  Get  it?  Why  the 
inept  rewrite? 

1  did  not  write,  “Oscar  Wilde  and  his  coterie  of 
fops  are  blamed  for  “the  nineties  being  gay.”  I 
said  clearly,  “the  title  and  lyrics  (of  “Green 
Carnation”)  refer  to  Oscar  Wilde  and  his  coterie 
of  fops,  declaring,  they  were  the  reason  for  “the 
nineties  being  gay.”  I  did  not  use  the  word 
“blame”  anywhere  in  the  piece  and  there  is  a  vast 
difference  between  witty  attribution  and 
“blame.” 

I  could  cite  further  injuries  but  the  extensive 
damage  cannot  be  undone  here.  Anyone  who  is 
seriously  interested  in  the  subject  would  be 
justified  in  doubting  the  accuracy  and  veracity  of 
my  article  in  its  mangled  and  mutilated  GCN 
version.  The  purpose  of  research  is  to  uncover 
facts  and  information  —  the  article,  an  attempt  to 
share  my  findings.  It  was  not  a  throwaway!  Your 
staff  might  consider  the  different  between  re¬ 
sponsible  editing  and  arrogant  rewriting  of  some¬ 
one  else’s  work  without  their  consent.  Your  un¬ 
characteristically  shoddy  and  incompetent  treat¬ 
ment  of  my  “Gay  Moments  in  Straight  Music” 
does  nothing  to  enhance  the  quality  of  your  paper 
or  the  gathering  of  gay  and  lesbian  history  and 
lore.  You  owe  it  to  me  and  your  readers  to  print 
this  letter. 

May  Cole  Porter  forgive  you,  wherever  he  may 
be.  I  can’t. 

Rudy  Grillo 
New  York,  NY 


kaposi’s  sarcoma 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  group  of  concerned  gay  physicians,  we 
wish  to  comment  on  the  recent  report  in  the 
Boston  Globe  (Dec.  10)  of  a  newly  discovered 
“epidemic”  of  life-threatening  infections  and  a 
rare  form  of  cancer  (Kaposi’s  sarcoma)  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  afflict  young,  previously  healthy  gay 
men.  Although  the  Globe  article  clearly  and 
accurately  reported  the  medical  facts,  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  by  emphasizing  the  “mysterious”  as¬ 
pects  of  the  syndrome  and  the  “fearful  d'  “h 
rate”  among  those  afflicted,  it  may  have  caused 
undue  fear  and  anxiety  in  the  gay  community,  as 
well  as  among  non-gay  people  who  have  gay 
friends  or  relatives.  Indeed,  on  the  day  after  the 
article  was  published,  one  large  hospital  clinic  in 
the  Boston  area  was  visited  by  about  30  men  who 
asked  to  have  skin  blemishes  examined,  because 
they  feared  that  these  might  be  the  early  signs  of 
the  dread  Kaposi’s  sarcoma. 

To  put  this  new  disease  syndrome  in  perspec¬ 
tive,  we  feel  that  it  is  important  to  emphasize 
several  practical  facts.  First,  although  the  ulti¬ 
mate  significance  of  the  syndrome  is  still  un¬ 
known,  it  is  presently  quite  rare.  In  the  past  three 
years  only  one  case  has  been  reported  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  only  180  cases  nation-wide  (concen¬ 
trated  mostly  in  New  York  and  California)  out  of 
a  potential  population  that  numbers  in  the  mil¬ 
lions.  Second,  this  syndrome  is  currently  receiv¬ 
ing  attention  less  because  of  the  number  of  cases 
involved  (which  is  fortunately  small)  than  be¬ 
cause  it  seems  to  point  to  a  matter  of  great  theo¬ 
retical  importance  for  medical  research,  namely  a 
connection  among  a  damaged  immune  system, 
viral  infection  and  cancer.  Third,  we  would  like  to 
recommend  to  individual  gay  men  that  it  would 
be  better  to  be  concerned  with  the  common  health 
problems  for  which  they  are  specifically  at  risk. 
These  include  sexually  transmitted  genital  and 
gastrointestinal  infections,  hepatitis,  and  alcohol¬ 
ism.  Effective  treatments  or  preventive  measures 
are  available  for  all  of  these  and  can  be  obtained 
by  having  regular  check-ups  with  a  doctor  or 
clinic  that  is  knowledgeable  about  gay  health  mat¬ 
ters.  Yet  each  of  these  diseases  accounts  for  vastly 
more  illness  and  even  death  in  the  gay  community 
than  does  the  new  virus-Kaposi  syndrome. 
Education  Committee, 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians 
of  New  England 
P.O.  Box  971 
Back  Bay  Annex 
Boston,  MA  021 17 


prisoners  of  the 
state 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  a  prisoner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
and  I  am  gay.  I  would  like  to  receive  your  paper.  I 
have  only  seen  six  issues  of  your  paper  and  I  find 
it  very  informative. 

I’ve  read  where  a  lot  of  people  dislike  the  cover 
of  Vol.  9,  No.  13. 1  see  it  as  a  symbol  of  what  each 
gay  and  lesbian  has  gone  through  in  their  persecu¬ 
tion  for  recognition  in  life.  We  have  all  been  put 
down  verbally  and  psychically.  Some  of  us  have 
died.  So  I  say  Thank  You  for  a  great  piece  of  art 
work.  Keep  it  up. 

In  the  Struggle, 

Harry  Iliff 

male  egos  writing 

Dear  GCN, 

As  necessary  as  it  may  feel  to  both  participants 
I  am  bored  with  the  writings  of  two  male  egos 
(who  live  in  the  same  city!)  in  the  pages  of  GCN. 

Dammit,  Tucker  and  Keith,  can’t  one  of  you 
call  the  other  up  and  begin  a  personal  dialogue 
based  on  mutual  respect  and  principles?  Your 
answering  “politics  with  politics”  has  reached 
‘TILT.” 

Socialistically  and  Anarchistically  yours, 

Dimid  Hayes 
New  Orleans,  LA 

Editor’s  Note:  We  understand  that  Scott  Tucker 
and  Jeff  Keith  discussed  their  ideological  con¬ 
flicts  over  brunch  several  weeks  ago. 


leading  the  way  in 

Dear  GCNe rs. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  Sister 
Mary  Martin  Tobias  after  reading  in  GCN  about 
the  firing  of  Rita  Halbur  from  the  Good  Counsel 
Health  Care  Center  in  Mankato,  Minnesota. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  recently  read  of  the  firing  of  Rita  Halbur 
because  her  affectional/sexual  orientation  is 
towards  women  instead  of  men.  The  article  deep¬ 
ly  disturbed  me,  because  it  lends  credibility  to 
those  who  claim  that  the  main  reason  for  persecu¬ 
tion  of  gay  persons  is  the  attitude  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  This  is  claimed  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  official  position  of  the  Church  as  stated  in  the 
November  11,  1976  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops’  statement  is  one  of  support: 

Some  persons  find  themselves  through  no 
fault  of  their  own  to  have  a  homosexual 
orientation.  Homosexuals,  like  everyone 
else,  should  not  suffer  from  prejudice 
against  their  basic  human  rights.  They 
have  a  right  to  friendship,  respect  and 
justice.  They  should  have  an  active  role  in 
the  Christian  community. .  .Because  het¬ 
erosexuals  can  usually  look  forward  to 
marriage,  and  homosexuals,  while  their 
orientation  continues,  might  not,  the 
Christian  community  should  provide  them 
with  a  special  grace  of  pastoral  under¬ 
standing  and  care.” 

I  was  a  Christian  Brother  for  22  years,  and  I 
know  that  a  high  percent  of  my  fellow  Christian 
Brothers  are  gay.  I  also  know  that  a  high  percent 
of  nuns  are  gay.  I  have  had  quite  a  bit  of  contact 
with  priests,  brothers,  and  sisters,  most  recently 
in  my  position  as  graduate  dean  of  St.  Mary’s 
College  in  Winona,  and  it  is  very  obvious  to  me 
that  the  percent  of  gay  persons  among  priests  and 
religious  is  considerably  above  the  10%  of  the 
general  population.  Of  course  almost  none  of 
them  deal  with  their  orientation  honestly  because 
of  the  fear  of  reprisals  and  isolation  if  they  are 
honest  about  their  sexuality. 

I  wonder  if  you  have  considered  the  effects  of 
your  action  on  the  homosexual  sisters  in  your 
order  and  the  effect  on  the  homosexual  young¬ 
sters  taught  in  the  schools  conducted  by  your 
order.  Your  message  to  them  can  hardly  be  inter¬ 
preted  other  than  “keep  quiet  and  be  dishonest 
about  your  affectional/sexual  orientation  or  you 
will  be  rejected  by  us.”  This  attitude  creates 
health  and  human  growth  problems  that  have 
severe  repercussions  on  the  individuals  involved. 

We  know  from  history  that  the  Catholic 
Church  has  historically  murdered,  mutilated, 
castrated,  maimed,  imprisoned  and  flogged 
homosexuals.  Catholic  atrocities  during  the  In¬ 
quisition  are  well  documented  and  cannot  be 
denied.  The  Church  no  longer  does  those  things 
to  homosexuals,  but  if  it  violates  their  human 
rights  in  other  ways  such  as  firing  them  from  their 
jobs,  it  seems  to  me  we  have  not  really  gone 
beyond  the  Inquisition  mentality,  we  have  simply 
adjusted  the  form  of  punishment  so  that  those 
who  punish  will  not  be  arrested  for  their  atro¬ 
cities. 

I  like  to  think  of  the  Catholic  Church  as  a 
leader  in  the  area  of  human  rights,  but  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  me  to  maintain  that  position  when  ac¬ 
tions  such  as  yours  are  published  nationwide.  Of 
course  I  know  that  this  case  is  not  typical  of 
Catholic  religious  orders.  While  I  was  graduate 
dean  of  St.  Mary’s  College  there  were  many 
homosexual  persons  on  the  St.  Mary’s  faculty, 
both  on  the  graduate  and  undergraduate  level, 
and  I  feel  quite  certain  that  if  all  the  homosexual 
persons  on  our  high  school  faculties  were  fired, 
virtually  all  of  our  high  schools  would  be  forced 
to  close  down.  To  single  out  those  who  refuse  to 
lie  about  their  orientation  and  fire  them  seems  to 
me  to  be  particularly  offensive  in  the  context  of 
the  Christian  message.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  a 
policy  encourages  people  to  become  dishonest 
and  engage  in  self-destructive  self-deception. 

There  are  some  who  maintain  that  within 
Catholic  circles  it  is  alright  to  be  a  homosexual, 
but  the  “great  sin”  is  to  be  honest  about  it.  From 
my  perspective,  I  believe  this  position  is  very  true. 
But  what  does  that  say  about  Catholicism  when  it 
has  an  operative  moral  policy  that  promotes  dis¬ 
honesty. 

Let  me  take  a  wild  guess . . .  sexual  orientation 
is  not  talked  about  among  the  SSNDs  (School 
Sisters  of  Notre  Dame).  Have  you  considered 
what  your  action  will  mean  to  the  lesbian  SSNDs 
who  will  feel  even  greater  psychological  pressure 


persecution 

to  hide  and  lie  about  their  sexual/affectional  or¬ 
ientation?  I  find  it  ironic  that  all  this  is  being  done 
in  a  health  care  center. 

In  the  account  I  read  you  are  quoted  as  follows 
concerning  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  dismissal: 
“If  the  mothers  of  some  of  the  high  school  girls 
who  work  there  found  out,  they  wouldn’t  let  their 
daughters  work  there  anymore.”  I  hope  this  is  an 
inaccurate  quote.  The  emphasis  on  “if  the 
mothers  found  out”  again  reinforces  my  point 
that  you  are  promoting  dishonesty  and  deception; 
the  big  problem  is  if  they  find  out.  Since  when 
were  SSNDs  afraid  to  face  delicate  social  and 
moral  issues  and  educate  persons  for  truth  and 
justice.  How  much  more  appropriate  it  would 
have  been  for  me  to  have  read  something  like,  “I 
hope  the  mothers  and  daughters  find  out  so  we 
can  educate  them  concerning  honesty,  openness, 
acceptance,  and  justice.” 

When  I  taught  at  St.  Mel  on  the  west  side  of 
Chicago,  I  always  felt  that  the  SSNDs  ran  the  best 
grammar  schools  in  Chicago.  That  opinion  was 
generally  held  by  the  Christian  Brothers  with 
whom  I  tau'ght.  Your  action  has  shaken  my  be¬ 
liefs  about  the  SSNDs. 

Historically  the  Catholic  Church  has  led  the 
way  in  the  persecution  of  sexual  minorities.  I  was 
hoping  we  could  get  away  from  that  mind  set  now 
in  the  twentieth  century,  but  I  find  that  my  opti¬ 
mism  is  apparently  not  well  founded.  The  treat¬ 
ment  of  homosexuals  is  the  darkest  chapter  in  the 
history  of  Catholicism.  When  are  we  going  to  end 
that  chapter  and  begin  the  one  that  is  based  on 
love,  acceptance,  understanding,  openness, 
honesty,  education,  justice,  intelligence,  and 
“pastoral  understanding  and  care.” 

Love, 

Dr.  John  Rupkey 
Winona,  MN 

You’ve  probably  been  won¬ 
dering  what  people  want  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  gift  cards  when  they 
give  GCN  as  a  gift.  Well,  here’s 
two  typical  examples  of  clever 
things  our  readers  want  said 
to  their  special  friends  but  are 
too  shy  to  say: 

— “For  you  on  the  road  to  P.l. 
in  the  sky” 

— “To  bring  us  ever  closer  in 
the  coming  year,  love” 

As  was  true  last  year,  many 
of  the  gift  subs  are  given  by 
men  to  women  and  women  to 
men.  This  is  well  in  the  spirit 
of  GCN  and  the  holidays, 
although  we  haven’t  seen  any 
going  from  NGTF  to  NOLAG 
and  vice  versa;  from  the  Gay 
Atheists  to  Dignity  and  vice 
versa;  from  WAVAW  to  Samois 
and  vice  versa,  etc.  But  there’s 
still  plenty  of  time  —  our 
special  Holiday  Offer  lasts 
through  January  15,  and  we 
send  GCN  gift  cards  year-, 
round. 

GIVE  GCN  AND  EXPRESS 
YOURSELF!  SEE  THE  HOLI¬ 
DAY  SUB  FORM  IN  THIS 
ISSUE! 
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Community  Voices 


Victorian 

imperialism 

Dear  Editor: 

Some  say  history  repeats  itself,  that  time  is 
cyclical.  Others  cling  to  the  notion  of  progress 
and  change  over  time.  Apparently  Nancy  Walker 
marches  to  a  different  drummer  —  marches  back¬ 
ward,  that  is.  Her  ideas  on  art  and  society  seem 
quaint  and  odd  on  the  one  hand  and,  on  the 
other,  petty  and  regressive. 

“Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn”  (Vol.  9,  No.  22,  Dec. 
19)  is  a  guided  tour  of  narrow  dogma  and  ancient 
aesthetic  theories.  I  haven’t  heard  anything  so 
close  to  Victorian  bourgeois  ideas  since  my  last 
world  history  course  in  high  school.  As  a  writer, 
dramatist  and  video  artist,  I  nearly  lost  it  when 
she  ran  out  that  dead  “willing  suspension  of  dis¬ 
belief”  line.  That’s  OK  for  the  kids  and  fantasy 
fans,  but  a  growing  number  of  people  want  some¬ 
thing  else.  With  film,  I  especially  look  for  produc¬ 
tions  that  speak  to  beliefs  and  feelings  that  are 
grounded  in  reality.  I  can  only  suppose  that 
Walker  prefers  movie  musicals  and  the  “grand 
film”  from  Hollywood  (heterosexual  and  monied 
art  forms)  to  a  gay  film  that  speaks  of  our  experi¬ 
ences.  Film  can  be  more  than  a  mere  entertain¬ 
ment  vehicle:  it  can  uplift  spirits,  convey  new  in¬ 
formation  and  insights,  and  provide  a  whole  new 
way  of  seeing  the  world  we  inhabit. 

Now  to  the  point  of  Taxi  and  boredom.  Taxi 
was  not  boring  to  me,  nor  to  the  many  others  in 
the  theater.  Nancy  Walker  provided  no  explana¬ 
tion  as  to  why  she  repeatedly  contends  that  it  was 
not  interesting  to  her.  No,  just  because  someone 
is  gay  does  not  make  them  inherently  interesting. 
But  Frank  Ripploh  is  an  interesting  character  — 
both  on  and  off  camera.  He  is  doing  things, 
thinking,  changing  and,  most  of  all,  he  is  synthe¬ 
sizing  all  of  the  disparate  parts  of  his  waking 
hours  into  an  interesting  life.  He  is  not  a  bore. 
Technically  speaking,  Taxi  is  not  boring  because 
there  is  a  real  style  and  sensibility  behind  the 
camera  work,  the  audio  and  the  scripting.  It  is  a 
marked  departure  from  the  cloned  production 
values  of  Hollywood. 

Walker’s  objections  to  slice-of-life  dialogue  are 
pointless.  If  she  really  thinks  that  all  writers  agree 
that  real  conversation  is  abominable,  then  she  has 
few  contacts  with  the  larger  body  of  creative 
writers.  Slice-of-life  is  an  accepted  and  respected 
mode  of  working.  I  personally  do  not  go  for  it  all 
the  time,  but  there  are  adaptive  uses  that  can 
bring  a  heightened  sense  of  reality  and  immediacy 
to  a  work  of  art.  Any  writer  knows  that  there  are 
patterns  and  rhythms  in  conversational  speech 
and  those  must  be  carried  over  into  dialogue  if  the 
aim  is  to  evoke  reality.  The  dialogue  in  Taxi  is  not 
simply  transcribed  from  real-time  conversations, 
as  anyone  can  attest.  It  was  too  clean  and  punchy 
to  have  been  tape  recorded  and  rolled  out  by  the 
actors  when  the  camera  showed  up. 

But  the  most  objectionable  part  of  all  this  was 
Walker’s  contention  that  no  gay  male  should 
have  felt  validated  in  watching  Taxi.  To  my 
earlier  charge  of  Victorian  bourgeois  values  I  now 
add  Victorian  imperialism.  She  presumes  a  great 
deal.  And  the  same  charge  is  leveled  at  the  men  in 
the  community  who|thought  the  film  distasteful 
and  decadent.  Sure,  you  don’t  have  to  like  Taxi 
and  you  don’t  even  have  to  be  quiet  about  not  lik¬ 
ing  it.  But,  for  the  sake  of  honesty,  please  get  rid 
of  this  feigned  cultural  enlightenment  that  all  too 
often  reeks  of  upper-middle  class  heterosexual 
value  systems.  Taxi  is  indeed  reflective  of  a  large 
number  of  gay  males  and  their  life  styles.  And  if 
there  are  those  who  think  that  there  aren’t  many 
men  around  who  have  as  much  sex  as  Frank  or  in 
the  same  styles,  think  again.  Frank  is  not  an  out¬ 
law  or  a  sociopath.  One  can’t  deny  the  impact  of 
seeing  yourself  in  film.  Frank,  Bernd  and  other 
characters  in  the  film  are  good  people,  real  char¬ 
acters  with  whom  we  can  identify.  Our  lives  are 
given  validity  any  time  we  feel  good  about  our¬ 
selves. 

As  both  a  critic  and  creator  of  film  and  video 
art,  I  was  left  spellbound  by  portions  of  Taxi.  It  is 
a  prime  example  of  the  growing  independent 
media  movement  in  the  U.S.  and  Europe.  On  a 
very  small  budget,  Ripploh  created  a  film  that  is 
technically  proficient  and  that  projects  a  real 
sense  of  a  creative  thinking.  It  will  be  iateresting 
to  see  what  he  does  next.  Will  it  be  more  cinema 
verite,  self-reflective  work?  Or  will  Ripploh  go  on 
to  experiment  further  and  perhaps  figure  greatly 
in  the  effort  to  derive  a  truly  gay  sensibility  for 
filmmaking  and  film  watching?  He  has  a  very 
good  first  feature  film  on  his  hands.  I  congratu¬ 
late  him  and  encourage  more  gay  and  lesbian 
people  to  work  on  new  pieces  that  expand  on 
Taxi’s  successes. 

Sincerely, 

Wade  Nichols 
Editor,  VISIONS 
Boston  Film/Video  Foundation 
Boston,  MA 


throwing  in  the 
towel 

Dear  GCN, 

At  last!  Someone  has  broken  the  barrier  of 
silence  concerning  people’s  negative  opinions  of 
Taxi  turn  Klo  (Nancy  Walker,  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No. 
22). 

All  I  had  found  in  the  gay  press  to  date  was  un¬ 
critical  praise.  There  is  indeed  much  I 
liked  about  Taxi,  but  one  very  important  aspect 
of  the  film  has  been  completely  overlooked  (even 
by  Nancy),  as  far  as  I  know:  the  main  character’s 
extreme  self-centeredness. 

Is  Frank  Ripploh  really  as  much  of  an  asshole 
as  his  title  character  is?  First  he  borrows  his 
neighbor’s  towel  to  cover  his  nakedness  as  he 
moves  from  her  balcony  to  his,  trapped  by  his 
own  stupidity,  nude,  by  his  self-locking  door. 
This  he  does  with  scarcely  a  thankyou;  then  the 
towel  falls  off  in  the  movement  from  balcony  to 
balcony  and  lands  stories  below  on  the  street.  We 
are  not  shown  him  caring  about  this  one  bit. 

I  will  admit  that  a  towel  is  a  bit  trivial,  that  the 
neighbor  next  door  is  shown  quite  deftly  and 
amusingly  to  be  self-centered  herself,  and  that  the 
whole  taboo  our  society  has  against  nudity  (the 
“cause”  of  the  “problem”  in  the  first  place)  is  a  bit 
ridiculous.  For  a  long  time  after  seeing  the  movie, 
I  interpreted  incidents  like  this  one  (Frank  shows 
his  character’s  indifference  to  other  peoples’ 
points  of  view  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the 
film)  at  a  higher  level:  perhaps  he  was  poking  fun 
at  jhe  self-centeredness  of  society  as  a  whole,  and 
took  his  own  lumps  by  being  as  straightforward 
and  honest  about  himself  as  he  possibly  could. 

After  reading  the  interview  with  Ripploh  (by 
Bronski,  in  the  previous  issue),  however,  I  suspect 
that  he  did  not  think  things  through  this  far,  and 
is  to  this  very  day  unaware  of  how  he  comes 
across  to  others.  For  example,  in  the  movie,  his 
character  takes  a  taxi  to  a  favorite  tearoom  from 
the  hospital,  where  he  is  recovering  from 
hepatitis.  A  medical  friend  of  mine  informs  me 
that  at  this  stage  of  the  disease,  he  would  still  be 
infectious.  Any  reasonable  modern  ethic  for  gay 
people  these  days  would  —  I  hope!  —  include  the 
principle  that  Thou  Shalt  Not  Knowingly  Infect 
Others  With  Hepatitis. 

My  last  peeve  is  with  the  relationship  between 
Frank  and  his  lover.  In  Silverstein’s  terms,  Frank 
is  an  “excitement  seeker”  and  the  lover  is  a  “home 
builder.”  Never  the  twain  shall  meet.  Again,  for  a 
while  I  saw  the  conflict  between  the  two  in  the 
movie  as  a  refreshing  examination  of  a  problem 
many  gay  couples  (of  both  sexes)  face.  But  after 
the  interview,  and  the  uncritical  reviews  in  the  gay 
press,  I  now  suspect  that  the  movie  was  intending 
to  take  Frank’s  side  —  Frank  the  filmmaker  now 
trying  to  cover  up  the  part  his  own  selfishness 
played  in  the  troubles  they  faced  as  a  couple. 

One  final  note.  Lurking  in  Nancy  Walker’s 
review  is  a  mild  version  of  a  reaction  many 
straight  people  will  have  in  spades:  the  please  - 1  - 
didn’t  -  want  -  to  -  know  -  all  -  this  -  reaction .  Kissing 
the  mouth  that  just  drank  your  urine,  contrary  to 
her  statement,  is  not  vanilla  sex  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination.  (This  is  not  to  say  that  vanilla  is 
the  only  permissible  flavor  —  but  lemon  is  not 
vanilla.  Sorry.)  I’m  a  scientist,  and  am  often  told 
that  I  have  to  take  account  of  the  social  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  facts  that  I  discover  and  publish. 
I’m  ambivalent  about  this  responsibility,  but  I  do 
wish  that  someone  would  ask  Ripploh  about  his 
corresponding  duty.  We  have  a  right  to  address 
such  issues  in  our  own  artwork,  of  course;  I’m  not 
suggesting  a  kowtowing  to  super-vanilla  het 
consciousness.  But  so  many  of  the  reviews  —  and 
Frank’s  own  interview  —  seem  to  act  as  if  piss- 
drinking  and  blatant  self-centeredness  will  play  to 
the  het  world  and  all  the  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
just  because  he’s  so  honest  in  presenting  them. 
Nonsense. 

Best, 

Charles  Bonnell 
Baltimore,  MD 

slice  of  life 

Dear  Folks, 

I  always  find  Nancy  Walker’s  column  amusing, 
but  I  found  “Taxi,  Shmaxi!”  (December  19)  to  be 
particularly  amusing.  Especially  when  she  says 
that  “nothing  can  be  worse  than  transporting  a 
‘slice  of  life’  just  as  it  was  hacked  off  the  body, 
still  dripping  vital  juices,  onto  the  stage  or  screen” 
and  winds  up  by  saying  that  “just  why  anyone 
who  reads  this  column  would  want  to  see  this  film 
is  totally  beyond  me.”  Nancy  Walker’s  own  col¬ 
umn  has  been,  since  its  inception,  a  delightful 
slice  of  life  —  hers.  And  lest  she  leap  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  I  am  asserting  she  has  no  more  crafts¬ 
manship  than  she  perceives  in  Frank  Ripploh,  let 
me  point  out  that  for  a  work  of  art  to  be  perceived 
as  a  slice  of  life,  instead  of  somebody’s  feeble  at¬ 
tempt  at  realism,  requires  a  great  deal  of  crafts¬ 
manship,  and  I  would  say  that  the  craftsmanship 
in  Nancy’s  columns  and  Frank’s  film  is  of  a 
remarkably  similar  type  —  the  ‘art  that  conceals 
art,’  the  cunning  deftness  masquerading  as  off¬ 
handedness. 

I  think  she  doesn’t  want  to  know  anybody  who 
might  be  like  Frank  Ripploh.  I  would  like  to 
know  more  people  like  Frank  Ripploh  and  like 
Nancy  Walker. 

Love  yuz, 

Gary  Ralph 
Boston,  MA 


not  so  easily 
dismissed 

To  the  Editor, 

Who  the  hell  is  this  Nancy  Walker,  and  why  do 
you  allow  her  to  review  films  in  such  an  offhand, 
shallow  manner? 

Not  only  is  she  ignorant  of  the  importance  of 
all  films’  portrayals  of  gays,  but  her  writing  style 
is  insulting  to  any  educated,  open-minded  reader. 

Good  reviewers  of  film  and  literature  know 
that  praise  must  be  given  when  praise  is  due.  Ms. 
Walker  refuses  to  do  this.  In  fact,  she  would  have 
readers  believing  Taxi  zum  Klo  has  less  value  than 
a  five  minute  peep  show! 

It  goes  without  mentioning  that  gay  men  and 
women  have  been  portrayed  in  less  than  a  positive 
light  for  too  long  in  film.  Any  film  that  presents  a 
gay  lifestyle  as  normal  should  be  accordingly 
praised.  Otherwise,  we  will  see  no  end  to  films 
like  Boys  in  the  Band,  Cruising  and  Windows. 

Taxi  is  no  masterpiece.  But  it  has  its  many  good 
points.  It  is  a  landmark  film  for  both  the  theatre¬ 
goer  and  the  average  gay  person. 

Why  Ms.  Walker  feel  she  must  condemn  this 
film  so  militantly  is  never  apparent.  Her  points 
for  disliking  the  film  are  never  too  clear.  She  cites 
the  sex  scenes  as  “porn”  and  seems  to  be  both¬ 
ered  by  this.  I  do  not  know  why  she  has  to  fixate 
on  such  a  small  part  of  the  film.  Rather  than 
“bored”  by  this  “bad  mix  of  documentary  and 
porn,”  I  was  moved.  Rather  than  fixating  on  the 
sexual  parts  of  the  film,  I  identified  with  the  main 
character’s  lover  who  wanted  a  monogamous 
home  life.  If  Ms.  Walker  stepped  down  off  her 
militant  soapbox,  she  might  agree  that  the  charac¬ 
terization  of  the  lover  (short  and  incomplete  as  it 
was)  was  very  effective  in  bringing  up  important 
issues  gay  men  deal  with.  I  lef  the  theatre  feeling 
sad;  the  film  did  its  job. 

Any  film  justifies  its  own  existence  if  it  pro¬ 
vokes,  challenges  or  especially  causes  serious  dis¬ 
cussion  about  its  subject  matter  (as  opposed  to 
itself,  as  with  Cruising).  Ms.  Walker  bears  no 
credentials  and  cites  no  good  reason  for  dismiss¬ 
ing  Taxi  as  easily  as  she  does. 

It  disturbs  me  to  no  end  that  a  newspaper  with 
such  great  potential  is  willing  to  resort  to  such 
shoddy  journalism! 

Steve  Kyle 
Boston,  MA 

entanglements 
with  the  state 

To  the  Editor  of  Gay  Community  News, 

Concerning  the  new  persecution  of  The  Body 
Politic,  David  Morris  writes  in  your  Nov.  28  issue 
to  the  effect  that  the  Hannon  article,  “Men  Lov¬ 
ing  Boys  Loving  Men,”  “Does  not  include  ex¬ 
plicit  descriptions  of  sex.”  I  was  astounded  by 
this  claim  because,  in  several  instances  of  sex  en¬ 
counters  between  boys  and  men,  the  article  de¬ 
lineates  settings  and  processes  of  seduction.  In 
fact,  even  in  my  small  circle  of  friends,  three  gay 
men,  NONE  OF  WHOM  IS  A  PEDOPHILE,  re¬ 
ported  being  aroused  by  reading  the  article  to  the 
point  of  masturbation  and  orgasm.  (What  arous¬ 
ed  them  was  not  placing  themselves  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  man  enjoying  the  boy,  but  of  the  boy 
sexually  engaging  with  the  man.)  That  sexual  en¬ 
joyment  was  quite  graphically  described. 

In  view  of  the  inclusion  in  the  original  “offend¬ 
ing”  article  of  content  which  successfully  appeals 
to  the  prurient  interest  of  at  least  some  men,  I 
take  strong  issue  with  your  quote  from  Popert,  a 
spokesperson  for  TBP( p.  6  of  your  issue):  “It’s  a 
real  mistake  to  fall  into  thinking,  ‘If  only  we 
didn’t  have  this  case. . .  ’  If  you’re  going  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  any  kind  of  publishing  to  a  political  aim 
you’ve  got  to  expect  the  entanglements  with  the 
state. . . ” 

1  argue  that  this  was  no  ordinary  entanglement 
because  TBP  knew,  in  advance,  that  it  was 
publishing  content  which  might  well  fly  in  the 
face  of  existing  Canadian  pornography  law.  As 
circumstantial  evidence  in  support  of  my  claim  I 
cite  the  behavior  of  TBP,  itself,  delaying  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  article  in  question  a  full  six  months 
while  the  staff  debated  and  searched  their  souls 
over  the  possible  consequences  of  such  publica¬ 
tion. 

I  am  deeply  troubled  by  the  Canadian  govern¬ 
ment’s  determination  to  hound  TBP,  and  have  no 
doubt  that  a  strong  purpose  of  the  new  trial  may 
well  be  to  destroy  the  newspaper.  Because  of  this, 
and  despite  my  strong  disagreement  with  the 
judgment  of  the  editors  in  this  instance,  my  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  legal  defense  fund  is  in  the  mail. 
But  I  close  with  the  question:  if  the  Canadian 
government  was  looking  for  the  chance  to  try  to 
destroy  TBP,  why  did  TBP  have  to  hand  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  the  homophobes  on  a  silver  platter? 
Sincerely, 

Richard  Steinman 
Whitefield,  ME 


a  dream  come 
alive 

Dear  GCN 

I  have  just  received  my  latest  issue  of  the  Gay 
Community  News  after  having  missed  all  of  the 
issues  since  July  20,  1981  due  to  my  being  placed 
in  segregation  at  the  Federal  Correctional  Insti¬ 
tution  at  Danbury,  Connecticut  pending  an 
abrup“disciplinary”  transfer  to  Petersburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  1  am  pleasantly  estatic  over  the  tremendous 
progress  that  GCN  is  making  in  its  “Prisoner’s 
Project.”  I  was  very  moved,  first  of  all,  to  see  the 
expanded  coverage  that  GCN  is  giving  to  the  area 
of  articles  for  and  about  prisoners,  and  was 
doubly  moved  when  I  read  the  four  articles  that 
were  written  by  the  various  convicts. 

My  heartfelt  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the 
Project.  I  also  feel  elated  by  the  ever-increasing 
evidence  of  awareness  being  shown  by  more  and 
more  prisoners.  When  I  wrote  my  first  article  for 
GCN  a  few  months  ago  1  did  so  with  the  intention 
of  enlightening  the  free  gays  across  the  country  to 
the  hurts,  fears,  concerns  and  loneliness  of  the 
large  number  of  gay  prisoners  and  to  try  to  nudge 
somebody  somewhere  to  spend  a  little  time  in 
writing  a  letter  or  two  to  a  gay  prisoner.  But,  it 
would  seem,  my  faltering  effort  did  more  than  I 
ever  dreamed  —  it  awakened  the  spirit  within 
many  of  my  gay  brothers  and  sisters  behind  the 
prison  walls  and  made  them  aware  that  they  were 
not  alone  and  that  somebody  ( GCN)  cares  — 
cares  enough  to  print  their  feelings  for  the  whole 
world  to  read.  You  will  never  know  how  much 
this  means  to  me  —  to  see  other  gay  prisoners 
beginning  to  express  their  feelings  to  others.  I  feel 
we  have  reached  a  very  important  .crossroads  at 
this  point  and  I  have  no  words  with  which  to 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  staff  of  GCN  for 
being  the  vehicle  by  which  prisoners  have  begun 
to  take  pride  in  themselves  and  realize  they  are 
human  beings,  too.  I  could  very  easily  go  to  my 
grave  tomorrow;  but  I  would  go  perfectly  con¬ 
tented  that  my  hopes  and  dreams  for  gay  pri¬ 
soners  everywhere  is  finally  beginning  to  be 
realized. 

The  article  written  by  Chris  Kell  entitled 
“Prison  Labor”  moved  me  greatly.  It  made  me 
want  to  reach  out  through  the  pages  of  GCN, 
across  the  miles  that  separate  Mr.  Kell  and 
myself,  and  do  everything  within  my  power  to 
help  him  with  his  problems.  Unfortunately,  1 
cannot  reach  him  that  way;  however,  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  him  a  letter  offering  any  assistance  I  can  give. 
Hopefully,  other  people  have  done  the  same. 

I  look  forward  to  your  next  monthly  prisoner’s 
“page”  with  great  anticipation  and  a  huge 
amount  of  pride  (both  for  myself  and  for  GCN). 
Sometimes  our  articles  and  letters  may  be  a  bit 
weak  on  the  spelling  and  the  style  or  on  the  gram¬ 
mar,  but  the  important  thing  is  that,  regardless  of 
our  shortcomings,  the  articles  are  being  writtenW. 
And,  most  amazing  of  all,  Boston’s  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News  cares  enough  to  print  those  articles. 

Again,  for  myself  and  for  all  my  gay  brothers 
and  sisters  behind  bars,  our  appreciation,  grat¬ 
itude  and  love  is  extended  to  the  Gay  Community 
News,  its  staff,  its  volunteers,  and  its  readers  for 
providing  gay  prisoners  everywhere  with  a  forum 
in  which  to  come  alive  again.  Your  efforts  in  the 
prisoner  movement  area  are  a  godsend  to  those  of 
us  behind  the  walls.  Hopefully,  someday,  by 
combining  our  efforts,  we  can  chisel  away  those 
walls  and  let  in  pride,  equality,  understanding 
and,  finally,  peace. 

In  appreciation. 

Yours  truly 
Jack  Kunsman 
Petersburg,  VA 


Several  lesbian  publishers  have 
kindly  given  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Prisoners  Project  new 
books  or  journals  to  send  to  the 
lesbians  on  our  project.  We 
need  about  $40  worth  of  stamps 
to  send  out  these  books,  which 
these  women  are  not  able  to  get 
in  their  “prison  libraries.”  It 
costs  69‘  to  send  out  each  pack¬ 
age,  a  small  price  for  building  a 
bridge  of  communication.  Or¬ 
ganizations  or  individuals  who 
are  interested  in  helping  us  get 
these  special  “holiday”  packa¬ 
ges  sent  out  can  send  stamps  or 
checks  to:  LGPP,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  lelters 
should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
length.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/corporations 


Film - 

Learning  About 
Homophobia 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


South  End  /  Boston 


r; 


apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 


Bennett  /  Bowen  Assoc. 


619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston 


267-5320 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 
D  argon 

445-5891 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*  reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U, 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XA.NAPU  graphics 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Beady  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

_ 143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge _ 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 02111 
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Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


Personalize  Your  Holiday  Gifts 

•  STATIONARY  •  BUSINESS  G4RDS 

•ORIGINAL  ARTH/ORK  REPRODUCED* 
(photographs  •  drawings) 

We  like  what  we  do  and  it  shows. 

Gay  Owned  &  Operated 

Copy  Cellar 

•  (61 7)  542-8280  •  (61 7)  825-6700  •  55  Broad  Street  •  Boston,  MA  • 
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By  Cindy  Patton 

Pink  Triangles  is  a  film  about 
homophobia,  and  while  lesbians 
and  gay  men  from  a  wide  range  of 
cultural  and  political  backgrounds 
appear,  it  is  not  primarily  a  film 
about  lesbian  and  gay  life,  as  was 
Word  Is  Out.  But  in  a  profound 
sense,  Pink  Triangles  is  about  our 
lives  and  we  identify  with  it  be¬ 
cause  so  much  of  our  lives  develop 
in  response  to  homophobia. 

Pink  Triangles  provides  an  im¬ 
pressionistic  view  of  homophobia, 
from  the  witch  trials  of  the  middle 
ages  through  Nazi  concentration 
camps  to  the  hate  mongering  fear- 
brokers  of  the  new  right,  who  ad¬ 
vocate  capital  punishment  for 
homosexuals.  Lest  we  pass  off 
these  monumental  persecutions  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  extremes, 
the  filmmakers  interviewed  ran¬ 
dom  homophobes  at  a  local 
shopping  mall.  Their  responses  to 
questions  like  “What  do  you  think 
about  lesbians  and  gay  men?”  run 
the  gamut  from  subtle  to  blatant 
bias  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Original  footage  of  gay  men  in 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


Nazi  concentration  camps  is  used 
judiciously  through  out  the  film 
while  a  gay  historian  explains  the 
Nazi  persecution  of  homosexuals 
in  voice-over.  'These  images  are 
often  brought  onto  the  screen  im¬ 
mediately  after  clips  of  new  right 
preachers  talking  about  how  the 
“lord’s  will”  shall  be  “done”  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  The  suffer¬ 
ing  and  brutalization  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  camps  speaks 
more  clearly  than  any  commentary 
possibly  can.  Other  disturbing 
facts  about  the  concentration 
camps  are  revealed,  most  notably 
that  when  the  American  “liber¬ 
ated”  the  camps,  they  frequently 
branded  the  gay  men,  distinguish¬ 
able  by  their  pink  triangles  as  “real 
criminals,”  and  transferred  them 
to  other  prisons  where  they  served 
the  rest  of  their  “sentences.” 

The  film  covers  the  basic  nuts 
and  bolts  of  homophobia  —  the 
supposed  biblical  mandates 
against  homosexuality,  the  general 
distaste  for  the  idea  that  people 

GCtd  will  be.  on 
vacation 
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ORLANDO  Round  FROM  $158 

We  Feature  The  Parliament  House  Hotel 
at  $75  p.p.,  dbl.  per  wk. 

ALL  GAY  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 

Feb.  20-27,  San  Juan,  St.  Lucia, 
Barbados,  Guadeloupe,  Antigua, 

St.  Thomas,  From  $775 

ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 
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Bargained  Away,  Bartered,  Put  Down  and  Ignored 


Ain’t  I  A  Woman, 
black  women  and  feminism 

by  bell  hooks 
South  End  Press 
Boston,  1981 
205  pp.,  $7.00 

Reviewed  by  Catherine  Joseph 

in ’t  I  a  Woman  by  Bell  Hooks  both  explores  and 
explodes  the  silence  surrounding  the  issue  of 
black  feminism  in  America  today.  This  emotion¬ 
ally  charged  book  is  fueled  with  the  knowledge,  anger, 
disillusionment,  conflicts  and  triumphs  of  generations 
of  black  feminists  struggling  to  sort  out  and  demystify 
the  enormous  amount  of  messages  we’ve  received  from 

BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW 


white  men  and  women,  black  men  and  each  other  con¬ 
cerning  feminism.  Bell  Hooks,  gratefully,  untangles 
these  messages  and  takes  us  on  a  historical  tour  of  the 
life  and  times  of  the  slave  and  manumitted  black 
woman. 

The  book  is  divided  into  five  chapters  giving  us  a 
comprehensive  overview  of  white  patriarchal  thought 
and  its  overwhelming  significance  in  undermining  the 
black  woman’s  influence  in  all  spheres  of  life.  Her  main 
emphasis  is  on  exposing  the  myths,  stereotyes,  and  mis¬ 
nomers  that  have  hampered  our  struggle  for  self- 
identity  as  women  from  slavery  times  to  the  present 
day.  The  interlocking  components  of  racism  and 
sexism,  as  being  our  main  instruments  of  oppression, 
both  illuminate  and  inform  every  chapter  of  this  book. 
The  author  makes  it  quite  clear  that  racism  and  sexism 
are  immutably  linked  together  in  the  lives  of  all  black 
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women  and  that  this  doubly  oppressive  force  has  caused 
our  names  and  our  womanhood  to  be  undervalued. 
While  we  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  explore  the 
nuances  of  racism  from  slavery  to  the  abolitionist 
movement  and  finally  through  the  60’s  civil  rights 
movement,  our  denial  of  the  role  that  sexism  has  played 
has  been  detrimental  to  our  growth  as  black  women  and 
feminists. 

The  author  takes  us  back  to  slavery  times  to  examine 
how  sexism  has  also  determined  the  devalued  status  of 
black  women  today.  Each  era  is  raked  over  the  coals  not 
only  for  its  racial  content  but  also  for  its  sexist 
component.  There  we  find  that  sexism  under  the 
careful  umbrella  or  guise  of  white  patriarchal  thought 
has  been  thriving  like  an  unknown  chromosome  in  the 
DNA  of  this  imperialistic  structure.  The  author 
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Ain’t  I  a  Woman 

Continued  from  page  1 

unmasks  the  fact  that  academicians  and  scholars  have 
always  examined  racism  from  a  male  point  of  view. 
Whenever  slavery  was  theorized  and  expounded  upon, 
it  was  always  the  black  man  who  was  the  victim;  the  one 
who  was  de-masculinized  because  he  could  not  provide 
for  his  family  nor  have  control  over  his  woman.  When, 
in  fact,  the  thrust  of  racism  and  sexism  heaved  at  the 
black  woman  was  doubly  oppressive  but  barely  even 
mentioned  or  documented.  To  name  the  experience  of 
black  women  during  slavery  times  would  have  lifted  the 
cover  off  of  the  carefully  acquired  myths  and  stereo¬ 
types  about  women  in  general. 

Before  the  importation  of  large  quantities  of  black 
slaves,  white  women  were  looked  upon  by  white  men  as 
the  dregs  of  society,  unfit  for  strenuous  labor  and  there¬ 
fore  useless  to  uphold  or  upgrade  the  capitalist  eco¬ 
nomic  structure  of  society.  Black  women,  however,  were 
shipped  here  and  put  in  the  fields  immediately  to  work 
alongside  black  men  performing  the  same  arduous 
tasks.  But  because  of  white  racism  and  sexism  which 
allowed  whites  to  view  blacks  as  less  than  human,  they 
did  not  feel  compelled  to  apportion  out  tasks  on  the 
basis  of  sex  and  this  made  it  impossible  for  whites  to 
ascribe  feminine  qualities  to  the  black  female  slave  and 
could  then  sidestep  the  whole  issue  of  whether  or  not 
women  could  perform  the  same  tasks  as  men.  For  if  it 
was  decided  that,  yes,  black  slaves  came  in  two  sexes, 
then  it  would  have  refuted  the  patriarchal  assumption 
that  women  could  not  equal  men  in  performing 
manual  labor. 

The  image  of  black  females  being  lustful  and  amoral 
also  began  during  slavery.  White  women  were  inwardly 
grateful  at  the  arrival  of  black  slave  women  because  for 
so  long  they  had  been  in  a  graceless  state  without  any 
power.  When  black  women  arrived  they  eagerly  got  off 
the  stump  and  upgraded  their  status.  They  became 
women  of  power  and  did  not  hesitate  to  lord  it  over 
black  men  or  women.  White  men  also  allowed  for  their 
matriculation  into  society  and  began  extolling  the 
virtues  of  womanhood  where  before  they  had  embodied 
white  women  as  being  the  perpetrators  of  the  original 
sin,  lustful,  amoral,  and  unspiritual  in  nature.  Now  the 
title  of  sexual  serpent  was  hoisted  upon  black  slave 
women  because  it  was  still  necessary  for  white  men  to 
label  someone  so  that  they  could  carry  on  their  tyranny 
of  lusty  depravity  and  misogyny.  White  women,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  eager  to  throw  off  their  title  and  shift 
some  of  their  sexual  responsibilities  onto  slave  women. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  they  refused  to  see  the  plight  of 
the  black  woman  and  in  fact,  blamed  them  for  enticing 
their  men.  They  knew  that  if  they  helped  the  black 
woman  they  might  again  return  to  their  original  status 
as  women  of  sin  and  would  have  to  give  up  their  newly 
acquired  power. 

The  myth  of  the  domineering,  ball-breaking  black 
female  also  began  during  slavery  where  it  was  noted  by 
academicians  and  scholars  that  black  females  who  set  up 
households  with  black  men  would  often  manage  the 
households  and  control  the  pursestrings.  Yet,  they  were 
not  quick  to  point  out  that  it  was  common  practice 
during  that  time  for  white  households  to  be  maintained 
by  white  women  and  that  by  and  large  the  slave  house¬ 
hold  mirrored  the  behavior  patterns  of  the  colonists. 
Black  men  did  not  feel  de-masculinized  because  women 
managed  the  household  but  because  they  were  not  able 
to  provide  for  their  families  and  reap  the  benefits  of 
their  labors  as  long  as  they  remained  under  the  slave 
system. 

After  slavery  and  during  the  reconstruction  era,  black 
women  were  still  beset  by  the  double  jeopardy  of  racism 
and  sexism.  The  “immorality”  of  black  women  and  the 
theme  of  the  black  man  as  “rapist”  were  used  as  a 
method  of  social  control  to  keep  whites  from  inter¬ 
mingling  and/or  marrying  black  people.  White  men 
played  up  to  this  theme  to  keep  white  women  in  their 
place.  Black  men  used  the  theme  of  white  men  as  being 
sexually  depraved  to  keep  black  women  in  their  place 
and  to  keep  from  having  to  deal  with  their  own  sexual 
and  sexually  exploitative  attitudes  toward  women. 
Having  absorbed  patriarchal  thought  from  their  first 
arrival  in  the  slave  ship ,  plus  having  brought  with  him  a 
large  smattering  of  patriarchal  thinking,  black  men 
tuned  their  headsets  on  to  white  patriarchy  and  were 
just  as  sexist  and  exploitative  as  the  white  man. 
Moreover,  the  black  man  was  angry  at  the  society  at 
large  for  missing  out  on  a  huge  amount  of  respect  which 
he  felt  was  his  due  for  having  been  born  a  male. 

The  author  challenges  and  effectively  smashes  the 
myth  of  the  black  matriarch  largely  by  giving  an  etymo¬ 
logical  explanation  of  what  a  matriarch  is.  She  points 
out  that  as  the  word  “matriarch”  suggests  power  and  as 
black  women  have  never  had  any  real  power  and  as  the 
line  of  descent  has  never  been  passed  down  matri- 
lineally,  then  there  is,  in  fact,  no  basis  or  foundation  for 
viewing  black  women  as  matriarchs.  The  theory  of  the 
black  matriarch  was  another  effort  by  patriarchy  to  set 
black  men  and  women  apart  and  to  effectively  offset 
any  indicators  of  just  who  was  doing  what  to  whom. 
Also,  it  allowed  them  to  set  black  women  up  in  a 
positive  light  by  showing  them  as  caring,  self-sacrificing 
and  long-suffering  women  and  then  to  pull  the  rug  out 
from  underneath  them  by  suggesting  that  it  caused  the 
black  male  to  feel  de-masculinized.  However,  both 
black  men  and  women  fed  into  this  line  of  thinking  and 
became  respectively  enraged  and  humbled.  While 


black  women  footed  the  bill  economically  by  working 
in  the  white  women’s  household  (at  a  great  sacrifice  to 
their  ideals),  black  men  balked  at  having  to  perform  a 
menial,  boring  and  unchallenging  job  with  no  access  to 
power.  While  black  women  were  able  to  conform  to 
patriarchal  demands  and  submerge  their  egos  and 
ideals,  they  were  also  outraged  that  they  had  to  work  at 
all.  And  black  men,  forced  to  submit  their  egos  and 
ideals,  were  angry  at  having  to  choose  from  such  an 
endless  array  of  drudge  jobs  with  no  opportunity  for 
advancement. 

Bell  Hooks  also  topples  the  myth  that  feminism  was 
the  cause  behind  changes  in  women’s  status  in  20th 
century  society.  She  asserts  that  the  changes  were  based 
on  economic  factors.  That  it  was  becoming  more  and 
more  impossible  for  people  to  exist  on  a  single  income 
and  that  necessitated  the  influx  of  women  into  the  work 
force.  She  also  lays  to  rest  the  argument  that  women 
suffragists  advocated  the  vote  for  all  women  and  cham¬ 
pioned  the  cause  of  civil  rights.  In  fact,  white  women 
were  insulted  that  black  men  (who  were  agitating  to  get 
the  vote  before  white  women)  might  get  the  vote  before 
them  and  pleaded  their  cause  to  the  white  men,  fearing 
that  they  would  lose  face  if  their  cause  was  argued  on 
the  same  platform  and  principles  as  niggers.  Ample 


Books  in  Brief 


The  Kids’  Book  of  Divorce: 


By,  For,  and  About  Kids 

by  The  Unit  at  the  Tayerweather  Street  School 

ed.  by  Eric  Rofes 

Lewis 

Lexington,  MA  1981 
123  pp.,  $9.95 

Reviewed  by  Read  Weaver 

rhe  Kids’  Book  of  Divorce  was  written  by  the  20 
kids  of  The  Unit  at  the  Fayerweather  Street 
School.  It  contains  some  of  the  clearest  thinking 
on  how  divorce  affects  children  that  I  have  ever  found.  I 
have  watched  the  differences  between  what  is  supposed 
to  happen  with  kids  of  divorced  parents  and  what  does 
happen  with  them,  and  it  is  a  relief  to  read  something 
written  by  the  people  who  know.  Though  many 
counselors,  teachers,  etc.  will  be  able  to  dismiss  the 
understanding  presented  here  (“They’re  just  kids  — 
what  do  they  know?”)  I  have  hopes  that  some  will 
recognize  the  truth  in  the  experiences  in  this  book. 

Having  long  since  emerged  on  the  far  side  of  my 
parents’  divorce,  the  chapter  “Do  We  Turn  Out  Differ¬ 
ently?”  most  interested  me.  Mother  and  Dad  wanted  to 
believe  it  would  have  no  effect;  a  grade  school  teacher 
believed  I  stayed  with  her  rather  than  playing  with  the 
boys  because  I  was  missing  adult  affection  (Ha!); 
countless  books  assumed  I  felt  guilty.  This  book  talks 
about  feeling  different  (from  friends,  from  the 
“perfect”  family),  about  growing  up  faster,  about 
becoming  careful  starting  relationships.  These  are  the 
effects  I’ve  felt,  and  seen  in  other  kids  of  divorced 
parents,  and  these  are  not  the  effects  emphasized  in 
other  books.  I’ve  never  too  much  trusted  what  adults 
say  children  feel  —  it’s  quite  the  more  valuable  to  hear 
it  from  kids. 

A  section  of  one  of  the  chapters  is  “Loving  Your  Gay 
Parent.”  I’m  very  pleased  to  see  this  included  —  queers 
all  too  often  lose  out  on  services  like  this  book  because 
we  don’t  fit  in.  A  child  going  through  a  divorce  with  a 
gay  father  or  lesbian  mother  would  feel  all  the  more 
alone  if  no  one  suggested  that  that  was  possible.  It’s  too 
bad  this  section  is  more  preachy  than  others  —  I  would 
like  to  have  heard  from  kids  of  divorced  gay  or  lesbian 
parents. 

I  also  wish  there ’d  been  greater  recognition  of  dif¬ 
ferences  —  that  the  authors  come  from  white,  middle- 
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examples  from  Susan  B.  Anthony  to  Elizabeth  Cady 
Stanton  are  presented  to  support  this  claim.  White 
women  were  eager  to  ally  themselves  with  the  image  of 
being  treated  like  a  nigger  only  in  order  to  engage  sym¬ 
pathy  for  their  unfortunate  plight  in  the  society.  But 
they  were  not  about  to  have  black  men  obtain  the  vote 
before  they  did.  Neither  would  they  allow  black  women 
into  their  women’s  clubs  for  fear  that  they  would  lose 
status  among  peers  in  the  southern  states. 

The  author  also  points  out  that  white  feminists  were 
themselves  guilty  of  the  same  racist  and  sexist  practices 
that  they  accused  white  men  of.  They  also  fed  into  the 
patriarchal  mode  of  thought  and  were  guilty  of 
dragging  their  collective  feet  when  the  subject  of  racism 
arose.  White  women  insisted  for  a  long  time  that  racism 
wa^  a  separate  issue  from  sexism  and  therefore  could  not 
be  fought  on  the  same  battleground.  Here  the  white 
women’s  bonding  with  white  men  on  the  issue  of 
racism  became  quite  clear  and  made  it  appear  that 
white  feminists  were  not  interested  in  really  shaking  the 
foundations  of  patriarchy  at  least  and  until  their  own 
interests  concerning  sexism  were  satisfied.  White 
feminists  were  also  guilty  of  racist  attitudes  and 
practices  when  they  excluded  the  presence  of  third 
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class,  liberal,  Boston  families,  and  that  other  kids  may 
have  different  experiences  and  concerns. 

A  book  about  kids  by  kids  is  vitally  important. 
Adults  have  the  power  to  define  children’s  lives,  and, 
so,  to  invalidate  children’s  experiences.  Kids  reading 
kids  writing  about  themselves  are  encouraged  to  believe 
what  kids  say  —  to  believe  themselves.  This  book  rings 
true  to  me  in  ways  no  other  book  about  divorce  ever  has 
—  I  think  it  will  ring  true  to  many  children.  But  even 
where  there  are  differences,  by  the  book’s  very  nature 
young  people  need  not  say  “This  book  is  right  and  I’m 
wrong.”  That’s  very  rare. 

Second  Nature 

by  Gordon  Glasco 
St.  Martin’s  Press 
New  York,  1981 
275  pp.,  $13.95 

Reviewed  by  Frank  Abrizio 

While  the  coming  out  tribulations  of  a  wealthy 
Los  Angeles  surgeon  might  provoke  unsympa¬ 
thetic  mirth  from  some  quarters,  Gordon 
Glasco  manages  to  tell  the  tale  with  relentless  sobriety. 
Brilliant  Dr.  Alan  Stegman,  on  the  eve  of  his  fortieth 
birthday,  suddenly  awakes  to  new  urges  —  he  feels  an 
“affinity”  for  an  x-ray  technician  —  and  his  world  reels 
around  him.  Stegman’s  emergence  as  a  newly  hatched 
homosexual  is  devastating  to  him,  and  to  his  family, 
necessitating  endless  introspection,  somber  meditation, 
and  275  pages  of  breastbeating. 

There’s  a  story  in  the  soap,  of  course,  in  the  drama  of 
a  couple  losing  every  prop  of  their  lives,  material  and 
psychological,  and  Glasco  is  at  his  best  when  exploring 
that  loss.  But  whose  heart  strings  is  he  trying  to  pluck 
with  his  solemn  pacing  and  last  rites  tone,  which  com¬ 
bine  the  worst  of  Ordinary  People  with  Death  Be  Not 
Proudl 

Straight  hearts,  of  course,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  nowhere  on  the  dust  cover  does  it  mention  that 
Stegman  is  leaving  his  wife  for  a  man.  Rave  quotes  from 
two  gay  authors  tip  off  gay  readers,  but  straights  are  left 
in  the  lurch,  exactly  where  Glasco  and  his  publishers 
want  them  to  be. 

Should  straights  find  their  way  to  it,  they  will  prob¬ 
ably  like  the  story,  because  Stegman  is  ripped  apart  by 
his  “second  nature.”  He  suffers  satisfyingly.  His  gay  sex 
life,  which  comes  late  in  the  book  and  tentatively  even 
then,  is  stirring,  mistily  romantic,  not  fun,  never  hot, 
and  in  no  way  threatening.  What’s  more,  all  the  gays  in 
the  novel,  including  Stegman,  are  as  straight  as  a  picket 
fence.  They’re  out  insofar  as  they  say  they’re  out;  other¬ 
wise  no  one  would  ever  know.  The  perfect  homosexual. 


A  World  of  Women’ s  Love  for  Women 


I  WANT  YOU,  I  CAKE.. YOU  NEED  ME  BUT  YOU  HATE  ME 


Outlander 

by  Jane  Rule 
Naiad  Press 
Tallahassee,  FL,  1981 
207  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Read  Weaver 

I  realized  with  some  shock  after  I’d  agreed  to  write 
this  review  that  I  was  now  supposed  to  criticize 
whom  I  consider  the  greatest  living  writer  of  fiction. 
I  found  myself  wavering  between  going  all  bubbly  and 
becoming  remarkably  critical.  I’m  not  sure  I’ve  suc¬ 
cessfully  struck  a  balance,  but  I’m  not  sure  I  need  to. 

Jane  Rule  writes  most  memorably  about  relation¬ 
ships.  The  progress  (or  stasis)  of  interactions  in  her 
novels  is  what  stays  with  me.  The  short  story  doesn’t 
lend  itself  to  describing  a  relationship,  but  these  stories 
do  just  that  again  and  again.  “The  Puppet  Show’’  in  11 
pages  details  the  complexites  of  old  and  new  love 
between  four  people  —  quite  an  amazing  feat.  “Out¬ 
lander,  ’  ’  ‘  ‘The  Killer  Dyke  and  the  Lady ,  ’  ’  and  ‘  ‘In  the 
Attic  of  the  House’’  all  include  excellent  character¬ 
ization,  but  again  it  is  the  relationship  between  char¬ 


acters  that  is  remarkable.  And  so  “Home  Movie” 
comes  as  quite  a  surprise  —  it  includes  a  vividly 
described  scene  in  a  Greek  plaza  of  one  woman  creating 
a  bouquet  of  flowers  for  another.  The  scene  furthers  the 
closeness  of  the  two  women,  but  it  is  the  scene  itself 
that  remains  clear  for  me. 

I  found  the  story  “Outlander”  the  most  moving  in 
this  book.  The  love  between  Ann  Bacon  and  Fran 
O’Connell  is  very  powerful,  without  being  at  all 
schmaltzy.  They  understand  what  they  give  to  each 
other  without  becoming  caught  up  in  constant 
desperate  need.  The  characters  are  very  real  and  very 
empowering. 

Jane  Rule’s  essays  are  as  skillfully  written  as  her 
fiction.  In  the  essay  “Grandmothers”  Rule  speaks  of 
the  physical  intimacy  she  learned  from  her  grand¬ 
mothers’  bodies.  There,  Rule  writes,  did  she  find  ways 
of  loving.  “As  my  grandmothers  taught  me  the  real 
lessons  of  erotic  love  with  their  beautifully  requiring 
flesh  and  their  speaking  faces,  so  I  would  teach  the 
children  I  love. ...” 

“Teaching  Sexuality”  is  quite  an  amazing  essay. 
Rule  posits  that  we  (some  of  us)  fear  adult-child 
sexuality  because  we  recognize  just  how  inept  we  are  at 
sex.  We  leave  it  to  the  kids  to  figure  out  on  their  own  — 


alone  or  with  each  other  —  so  we  don’t  inculcate  in 
them  our  mistakes.  The  result:  “If  defecating  and 
eating  were  left  to  the  same  secrecy  and  chance,  we 
might  face  the  same  problems  with  basic  sanitation  and 
nutrition  that  we  do  with  sex.”  There  is  a  statement 
here  that  I  have  found  useful  in  thinking  about 
man-boy  love: 

To  say  that  any  sexual  activity  between  adults  and 
children  is  necessarily  exploitive  because  of  the  superior 
size  and  power  of  the  adult  is  really  to  recognize  that 
overall  relationships  between  adults  and  children  are 
unequal;  and  why  we  feel  more  concerned  over  children’s 
sexual  dependence  than  over  their  physical,  emotional, 
and  intellectual  dependence  says  more  about  us  as  sexual 
incompetents  that  as  responsible  adults. 

I  do  find  disappointing  her  discussion  of  separatism 
(“The  Sex  War”).  Certainly  I’m  biased  —  it’s  very 
clear  to  me  that  separatism  is  the  appropriate  strategy 
for  women.  I  had  hoped,  though,  that  Jane  Rule  could 
present  new  arguments  on  the  other  side  of  the  issue. 
Unfortunately  I  found  nothing  new  here:  “To  blame 
and  want  to  ostracize  or  eliminate  a  whole  category  of 
persons  because  some  of  them  are  rapists  and  murderers 
is  surely  the  real  bedfellowing  with  evil.”  Joanna  Russ 
says  (in  On  Strike  Against  God ,  a  charming  book) 
“that  not  all  men  are  piggy,  only  some;  .  .  .  that  not  all 
men  write  books  in  which  women  are  idiots,  only  most; 

.  .  .that  not  all  men  pinch  their  secretaries’  asses,  only 
some;  .  .  .that  not  all  men  are  rapists,  only  some;  that 
not  all  men  are  promiscuous  killers,  only  some;  that  not 
all  men  control  Congress,  the  Presidency,  the  police, 
the  army,  industry,  agriculture.  ...”  You  get  the  idea 
—  not  all  men,  no,  but  only  men.  And  all  men  benefit 
from  it.  All  the  arguments  I  have  heard  against 
separatism  assume  women  owe  allegiance  to  men: 
“We’re  all  brothers  under  the  sun.”  I  had  hoped  I 
might  find  something  new  in  Jane  Rule,  and  I  did  not. 

After  I  had  read  and  been  frustrated  with  that  essay, 
though,  I  looked  again  through  the  stories.  None  are 
significantly  about  men.  There  is  one  male  given  any 
characterization  —  against  perhaps  25  women  —  and 
he  clearly  exists  as  a  backdrop  for  a  woman  character. 
That,  of  course,  is  the  important  part  of  separatism:  not 
hating  men,  but  rather  as  much  as  possible  not  making 
them  (us)  part  of  one’s  life. 

Though  the  stories  include  very  real  characters  from 
the  ranges  of  class  and  age,  they  are  all  white.  Rule  does 
not  claim  to  represent  “women”  or  ‘  ‘the  lesbian  exper¬ 
ience”  (or,  heaven  forfend,  “people”),  so  I  was  not  so 
struck  by  the  omission.  Nonetheless,  Rule’s  art  would 
gain  by  her  working  to  include  women  of  color  in  her 
stories  and  essays. 

These  stories  and  essays  are  about  lesbian  existence  — 
a  range  of  the  meaning  of  women’s  love  for  women. 
They  give  the  lie  to  those  who  might  think  that  too 
limiting  a  topic  for  a  book  of  short  stories.  “Women’s 
love  makes  the  world  go  round,”  as  they  say,  and  a 
world  of  women’s  love  for  women  is  quite  a  wide  world 
indeed.  This  book  captures  a  part  of  that  world. 


The  “Positive  Lesbian  Novel”  Rides  Again 


Who  Was  That  Masked  Woman? 

by  Noretta  Koertge 
St.  Martin's  Press 
New  York,  1981 
244 pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Amy  Hoffman 

It  didn’t  seem  like  such  a  bad  idea  at  first:  a  down- 
home  novel  about  a  spunky,  sexy  lesbian  heroine 
who  outwits  the  rest  of  the  world  and  makes  it,  with 
never  a  peep  about  suicide.  However,  if  Rita  Mae 
Brown  could  have  anticipated  that  Rubyfruit  Jungle 
would  spawn  a  literary  genre,  then  she’d  have  a  lot  to 
answer  for.  The  most  dismal  books  in  the  world  turn 
out  to  be  these  Positive  Lesbian  Novels. 

Who  Was  That  Masked  Woman ?  is  about  the  life  of 
Tretona  Getroek,  Noretta  Koertge’s  anagrammatic  alter 


ego.  Tretona  grows  up  on  a  farm  in  a  small  midwestern 
town,  goes  to  college  to  study  chemistry  and  eventually 
earns  a  Ph.D.,  but  throws  it  all  away  to  move  into  the 
dyke  scene  in  Chicago.  Quickly  disillusioned,  she  takes 
a  teaching  job  at  a  religious  college,  then  travels  to 
Turkey  to  teach,  gets  thrown  out  of  the  school  there  and 
ends  up  in  England  studying  the  Philosophy  of  Science. 

She  struggles  throughout  the  book  with  her  developing 
lesbian  identity  in  the  prescribed  ways:  she  tries 
monogamy,  men,  therapy,  celibacy,  promiscuity  and 
straight  women.  She  eventually  comes  to  accept  her  sex¬ 
uality,  although  this  is  indicated  not  by  a  particular 
episode  or  ephiphany,  but  rather  by  the  fact  that  the 
book  ends.  Tretona  has  fairly  athletic  sex  every  five  or 
ten  pages. 

The  book  is  a  shapeless  and  arbitrary  collection  of 
anecdotes  with  no  structure  other  than  chronology  to 
hold  it  all  together.  Characters  are  introduced  sig¬ 
nificantly  and  never  heard  from  again,  relationships  are 
portrayed  as  important  only  to  drop  out  of  the  book 
without  a  word,  and  crucial  events  are  referred  to  off¬ 
handedly  or  in  flashbacks.  At  first  I  thought  the 
language  in  the  book  would  change  as  Tretona  grew  up, 
and  would  move  from  the  voice  of  a  child  to  that  of  an 
adult.  However,  Koertge  ends  up  stuck  in  a  plodding, 
inelegant,  colorless  and  superficial  adolescent  slang  full 
of  abstractions  and  mixed  metaphors:  “Ail  of  a  sudden 
Tretona  found  a  name  for  the  terrible  agony  she  was 
feeling  —  it  was  loss  and  despair,  like  when  someone 
dies  and  is  gone  forever.”  “But  she  felt  as  though  big 
hot  gold  rubber  bands  were  pulling  at  her  like  an  oc¬ 
topus.”  “.  .  .  Niikhet  was  a  wonderful  lover,  but  so 
much  crap  had  already  gone  under  the  bridge  and  there 
was  the  tension  of  having  been  apart  and  thinking 
about  saying  goodbye.  As  T.  S.  Eliot  said,  ‘Would  it 
have  been  worth  it  after  all?'  ” 

Almost  all  the  characters  in  this  book  are  flat  and  in¬ 
coherent,  but  this  is  particularly  true  of  anyone  who  is 
not  a  midwestern  WASP.  The  most  disturbing  and  of¬ 
fensive  aspect  of  this  book  is  its  racism.  Koertge  is  not 
malicious,  but  she  is  unforgivably  ignorant.  Tretona  ap¬ 
proaches  anyone  who  is  different  from  her  with  the 
most  cliched  of  liberal  stereotypes  and  Koertge  doesn’t 
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seem  to  make  any  judgements  about  this  .During  a  dis¬ 
cussion  with  a  fellow  teacher  who  is  a  sociologist, 
Tretona  asks,  “.  .  .  Take  the  Jews  —  they  aren’t  very 
well  liked  but  they  do  okay  —  get  in  Who ’s  Who  and 
all  that  stuff  while  the  Poles  stay  down  in  Cicero  and 
work  in  the  steel  mills  —  and  the  blacks  —  they’re  even 
worse  off.  What  makes  the  difference?  Is  it  a  case  of 
native  intelligence  or  cultural  heritage  or  what?”  Maria, 
a  Chicana  lesbian  Tretona  meets  in  Chicago,  turns  out, 
of  course,  to  be  a  prostitute  (and  not  a  very  smart  one  at 
that  —  she  hasn’t  figured  out  that  turning  tricks  pays  a 
lot  better  than  waitressing,  because  she  apparently  also 
works  in  a  department  store  cafeteria).  Tretona  finds 
her  Turkish  students  “completely  inscrutable.”  I  had 
assumed  that  Koertge’s  purpose  in  sending  her  pro¬ 
tagonist  to  the  mideast  was  to  expose  her  to  another 
culture  and  cure  her  of  her  provincialism,  but  Tretona’s 
attitudes  toward  people  from  other  cultures  are  not 
changed  by  her  stay  there.  I  also  think  that,  although 
the  book’s  title  may  suggest  intrigue  and  adventure,  the 
Lone  Ranger  is  an  infelicitous  reference  to  use  for  the 
title  of  a  lesbian  novel,  kemosabes. 

I  do  wish  I  had  better  things  to  say  about  this  book. 
We  lesbians  desperately  need  to  read  positive,  complex, 
truthful  books  about  our  lives.  However,  I  believe  we 
are  not  so  desperate  that  we  must  settle  for  anything  by 
an  openly  lesbian  writer  in  which  the  heroine  survives 
the  end  of  the  book. 
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Friday  night  is  on 
Wednesday  this  week. 
Save  the  money  you 
would  have  blown  on  last 
minute  shopping  by  com¬ 
ing  to  GCN  instead. 
Featuring  chestnuts 
roasting  in  our  toaster 
oven.  Come  anytime  be¬ 
tween  noon  and  nine  p.m. 
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Still  Angry,  After 

A  Disturbed  Peace 
Selected  Writings  of  an 
Irish  Catholic  Homosexual 

by  Brian  McNaught 
A  Dignity  Publication 
Washington,  DC,  1981 
132  pp.,  $4.93 

Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 

It  is  to  be  between  a  rock  and  a  hard  place.  “The 
churches  generally  reject  the  participation  of 
openly-gay  people.  Likewise,  large  numbers  of 
vocal  homosexual  men  and  women  castigate  those  who 
seek  to  be  included  in  the  worshipping  community. 
Catholics,  especially,  given  the  size,  influence  and 
authority  of  the  Church,  are  battered  on  both  fronts.” 

On  the  one  hand,  that  is,  there  is  “the  unchallenged 
champion  of  oppression  against  the  gay  community,” 
which  is  what  Brian  McNaught  acknowledges  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  to  be,  in  an  opinion  which 
seems  to  corroborate  the  Fag  Rag  gay  pride  streamer  of  a 
few  years  ago  which  read  “Christianity  is  the  enemy.” 

On  the  other,  there  are  gay  “liberationists”  who  seem 
to  go  as  deeply  into  shock  at  hearing  a  gay  man  or 
lesbian  label  him  or  herself  a  practicing  Catholic  —  I 
know  —  as  heterosexuals  do  at  hearing  one  is  gay  at  all. 

How  battered  in  our  continuing  religious  wars  must  one 
feel,  then,  when  one  is  not  only  gay  and  Catholic  but 
an  unofficial  national  lay  counsellor  for  gay  Catholics, 
which  Brian  McNaught  has  come  to  be!  At  least  it  can’t 
be  said,  after  a  reading  of  this  selection  of  his  periodical 
pieces  from  the  recent  past,  that  he  doesn’t  batter  back. 

Essays  in  the  first  three  issues  of  A  Disturbed  Peace 
will  strike  some  “politically  correct”  lesbians  and  gay 
men  —  as  they  do  me  —  as  apologetic.  McNaught 
“abhors”  pornography,  drugs,  and  the  breakup  of  the 
family  as  much  —  he  reassures  Anita  Bryant,  in  an 
“open  letter”  to  her  in  1978  —  as  she  does.  Edmund 
White,  John  Mitzel,  and  David  Goodstein,  among 
others,  have  taken  pains  to  distinguish  two  kinds  of 
“liberation”  envisioned  by  the  members  of  our 
recently  emerged  movement:  assimilation  into  the  body 
politic  —  or  a  total  restructuring  of  the  sex-role  system. 

The  second  path  amounts  to  revolutionary  subversion, 
but  we  hear  little  about  it  here,  except  in  the  accents  of 
reproach:  to  the  idea  that  gay  people  might  be  “pio¬ 
neers  in  the  area  of  relationship”  and  that  ‘  ‘our  greatest 
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All  These  Years 

offering  to  civilization  is  the  beauty  of  sexual 
freedom,”  McNaught  responds:  “Bunk!”  For  him,  in 
1978  at  least,  gay  liberation  is  identified  with  “gay  civil 
rights.”  The  apocalyptic  aspects  of  gay  vision  seem 
buried  in  appeals  to  Bryant  like  the  following:  “Isn’t 
the  whole  battle  really  centered  upon  your  opposition 
to  the  gay  man  or  woman  affirming  himself  or  herself  as 
being  a  happy,  healthy,  normal,  country-loving,  God¬ 
fearing  human  sexual  being?  This  is  what  gay  people 
are  saying  the  whole  battle  is  for  them.”  The  whole 
battle?  Not  to  some  of  the  gay  people  I  talk  to!  Here’s 
my  personal  favorite  from  among  McNaught’s  howlers, 
wherein  he  expresses  his  dismay,  after  having  had  to 
endure  an  evening’s  conversation  consisting  of  “an 
unending  series  of  sexual  puns  and  innuendo”:  “lam 
beginning  to  believe  that  much  of  our  humor,  gestures 
and  actions  betray  a  subconscious  affirmation  of  the 
idea  that  there  is  something  a  little  queer  about  being 
gay.”  Not  so  subconscious,  Brian,  and  more  than  a 
little  —  which  is  why  some  “radical”  theorists  now  find 
it  clarifies  matters  to  claim  that  gays  are  unlike  straight 
people  in  everything  except  for  what  they  do  in  bed. 

It  is  easy  to  find  McNaught  guilty  of  passing  the 
buck,  as  in  the  passage  wherein  intellectual  submission 
to  “recruitment”  is  held  accountable  for  a  breakup: 
“by  talking  with  some  liberated  gays  I  learned  that  true 
gay  happiness  results  when  you  can  romp  in  the  hay 
with  anyone  you  want,  whenever  you  want.  Not 
wanting  to  be  unliberated  I  went  home  and  proceeded 
to  destroy  in  my  foolishness  what  was  a  wonderful  rela¬ 
tionship.”  He  will  also  set  up  straw  men,  as  in  his 
denial  that  “open  relationships,  having  recreational  sex 
with  all  your  friends,  penis  jokes,  camp,  handbags  and 
pierced  ears  are  the  greatest  contributions  gay  people 
can  make  to  civilization.”  (By  prefacing  “contri¬ 
butions”  with  “greatest”  and  by  mixing  the  seemingly 
trivial  —  “handbags  and  pierced  ears”  —  with  the 
serious,  which  actual  sex  itself  always  is,  McNaught 
makes  difficult  an  assessment  of  such  contributions  to 
civilization  or  its  ^construction  as  the  wit  of  Oscar 
Wilde,  the  genius  of  Jean  Genet,  and  the  challenge  the 
“outrageous”  homosexual  does  present  to  the  status 
quo.) 

Still,  the  way  to  read  A  Disturbed  Peace  is  not  to  find 
passages  in  it  with  which  one  disagrees,  but  to  surrender 
to  its  evolving  thought.  “No  one  is  more  aware  of  how 
little  meaning  opinions  have  than  the  person  who 
spends  his  or  her  life  offering  them.  Opinions  can  get 
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A  Distant  Footstep  On  the  Plain 

by  Stephanie  Byrd 
42  Salcambe  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02123 
64 pp.,  $3-00 

_ Reviewed  by  Catherine  Joseph _ 

Stephanie  Byrd’s  poetry  addresses  itself  to  the  life 
of  the  urban  poor  caught  within  the  maelstrom  of 
society.  Set  upon  by  the  external  forces  of  racism, 
sexism  and  classism  the  urban  poor  are  manipulated 
and  exploited  daily.  With  little  time  to  reflect  upon  the 
elements  that  comprise  this  situation,  they  can  only 
react  to  the  immediate  injustices  and  tend  to  their 
wounds  later.  Her  poetry  speaks  of  how  these  external 
forces  are  internalized  and  processed.  The  terror, 
anguish  and  desperation  which  inform  her  poetry  also 
take  their  toll  on  the  inhabitants  of  poor  society. 

Her  prose  is  street  tough  and  hardened  with  all  of  the 
jagged  edges  pointing  outward  to  deflect  the  blows. 
Central  to  the  theme  of  her  poetry  is  the  issue  of  safety 
and  anger.  Where  can  one  go  to  feel  safe  enough  to  let 
their  guard  down  and  to  let  it  all  hang  out?  And  what 
results  when  her  anger  explodes  among  the  people 
around  her?  The  poet’s  sense  that  she  can  only  let  go 
within  the  confines  of  her  own  home  are  aptly  expressed 
in  the  poem  entitled  “Hold  of  our  House”  which 
begins  with  the  sentence: 

I  am  safe 

within  the 

hold  of  our 

house 

away  from 

the  petty  jealousy 

which  leads  to  violence .  . . 

She  goes  on  to  state  what  can  happen  when  her  anger 
gets  the  best  of  her  in  a  poem  entitled  “On  the 
Record”: 

Searching  for  the 

Women  and  Revolution: 

A  Discussion  of  the  Unhappy  Marriage 

of  Marxism  and  Feminism 

ed.  by  Lydia  Sargent 
South  End  Press 
Boston,  1981 

373  pp.,  $6.30  _ 

Reviewed  by  Marsha  Maurer _ 

•w’WY-jromen  and  Revolution:  A  Discussion  of  the 
■  Unhappy  Marriage  of  Marxism  and  Feminism , 

wV  is  the  second  volume  in  the  South  End  Press’ 
Political  Controversy  Series.  It  contains  essays  by 
fourteen  women  that  explore  the  connections  between 
sex,  class,  and. to  a  small  extent,  race  relations,  and 
discuss  the  relevance  of  these  connections  to  political 
theory. 

It  begins  with  Heidi  Hartman’s  essay,  “The  Un¬ 
happy  Marriage  of  Marxism  and  Feminism.”  She  ex¬ 
plains  that  the  essay  began  as  an  argument  against  the 
Marxist  view  that  sexism  is  an  ideological,  not 
materially-based,  problem,  and  is  therefore  not  of 
primary  importance. 

Hartman  argues  that  sexist  practices  are  materially 
based  in  men’s  control  of  women’s  labor  power.  Men 
maintain  this  control  through  the  institution  of  patri¬ 
archy,  which  Hartman  defines  as  “. .  .a  set  of  social 
relations  between  men,  which  have  a  material  base,  and 
which  though  hierarchical,  establish  or  create  inter¬ 
dependence  and  solidarity  among  men  that  enable 
them  to  dominate  women.”  (p.  14) 

Patriarchy  is  the  institutional  form  that  shapes  the 
sex/gender  sphere,  just  as  capitalism  shapes  the  sphere 
of  economic  production.  Hartman  demonstrates  the 
dynamic  of  these  two  institutions  with  an  historical 
example.  When  the  United  States  underwent  massive 
industrialization  in  the  nineteenth  century,  capitalists 
wanted  cheap  labor  so  they  forced  women  and  children 
out  of  their  homes,  off  their  farms,  and  into  the  factory. 
This  meant  that  individual  men  were  losing  the  labor 
power  of  women  and  children  in  their  homes.  Men 
reacted  by  banding  together  through  their  trade  unions 
to  fight  for  ‘  ‘protective  laws”  that  excluded  women  and 
children  from  skilled  jobs.  They  also  demanded  a 
“family  wage”  for  themselves.  In  this  particular  case 
capitalism  accomodated  itself  to  the  needs  of  patri¬ 
archy.  Hartman  stresses,  however,  that  a  change  in  one 
system  does  not  necessarily  produce  a  change  in  the 
other. 

Hartman’s  approach  is  historical  materialist  in  the 
narrowest  sense.  She  focuses  mainly  on  changes  within 
relations  of  economic  production,  as  is  consistent  with 
Marxist  tradition.  She  criticizes  marxist  categories  for 
being  “sex-blind,”  that  is,  explaining  hierarchies  of 
workers  without  explaining  why  people  of  a  particular 
sex  and  race  fill  particular  places  in  the  hierarchy,  but 


I’ve  let  it  all 

get  out  of  hand  more  than  once 

done  let  my  temper 

get  the  best  of  me . .  . 

now  I’m  embarrassed .  . . 

because  I  know 

how  I  can  be 

when  I  get  riled .  .  . 

When  the  poet  does  feel  safe  within  her  home  she 
writes  with  a  playful  affection  about  her  relationships 
with  women  as  friends  and  as  lovers  and  about  her 
relationship  to  the  world  at  large.  She  moves  in  and  out 
of  urban  life  with  the  experience  and  depth  of  under¬ 
standing  of  one  who  can  pinpoint  the  cracks  in  the 
rehabilitated  existence  of  the  urban  poor. 

Theory 

she  does  not  criticize  marxists  for  dismissing  the  role 
and  influence  of  ideology  in  social  relations.  She  appar¬ 
ently  accepts  the  notion  that  material  relations  are  more 
essential  to  revolutionary  theory  than  ideological  factors. 

Hartman’s  lead  essay  is  followed  by  12  other  essays 
that  criticize,  elaborate,  or  offer  alternatives  to  her 
position.  The  authors’  perspectives  range  from  marxist, 
through  socialist-feminist,  black  socialist -feminist, 
social-anarchist,  cultural  marxist,  to  radical  feminist. 

Iris  Young,  a  socialist-feminist,  offers  a  clear  and  very 
convincing  criticism  of  Hartman’s  analysis  in  “Beyond 
the  Unhappy  Marriage:  A  Critique  of  the  Dual  Systems 
Theory.”  She  criticizes  Hartman  for  ranking  relations 
of  economic  production  over  gender  relations.  Young 
argues  that  patriarchy  and  capitalism  are  not  two 
separate  systems,  but  one  system  which  has  gender 
division  of  labor  as  a  core  attribute. 

Young  objects  most  strenuously  to  the  implications 
the  “dual  systems”  theory  contains  for  socialist- 
feminist  organizing.  It  implies,  she  says,  that  struggles 
against  capitalism  and  patriarchy  can  be  waged  inde¬ 
pendently  of  one  another.  Her  approach,  on  the  other 
hand,  implies  that  feminist  organizing  must  have  a 
socialist  dimension,  and  that  socialist  organizing  pro¬ 
jects  must  have  a  feminist  dimension. 

Young  is  not  alone  in  criticizing  Hartman  for  her 
;  weak  feminist  stance.  Sandra  Harding,  in  “What  is  the 
Real  Material  Base  of  Capitalism  and  Patriarchy?”, 
argues  for  a  more  radical  definition  of  patriarchy’s 
!  material  base.  She  defines  it  as  the  production  and  re¬ 
production  of  gender,  particularly  as  it  is  influenced  by 
the  social  structure  of  infant  care.  Harding’s  analysis, 
like  Young’s,  stresses  the  importance  of  the  gender 
division  of  labor,  which,  under  patriarchy,  means  that 
women  are  reponsible  for  the  care  of  infants.  She  con- 
i  siders  it  essential  that  we  examine  the  developmental 
process  that  creates  the  human  beings  who  go  on  to 
maintain  oppressive  social  relations. 

Though  Harding  is  familiar  with  Marxism,  she  moves 
1  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  traditional  Marxist  theory. 
Her  emphasis  on  the  biological,  psychological  and 
social  development  of  children,  and  on  women’s  work 
as  childrearers,  indicates  a  deep  integration  of  feminist 
principles  into  her  work. 

Childrearing  is  also  central  to  Ann  Ferguson’s  and 
Nancy  Folbre’s  analysis  in  “The  Unhappy  Marriage  of 
Patriarchy  and  Capitalism.”  But  rather  than  looking  at 
the  effect  of  childrearing  structures  on  the  socialization 
of  children,  they  examine  it  as  labor  performed  by 
women.  They  call  traditionally  female  tasks  such  as 
childrearing,  nurturing,  and  providing  affection  and 
sexual  services  to  men,  “sex-affective  production.” 
Ferguson  and  Folbre  argue  that  this  work  is  both  com¬ 
plementary  and  essential  to  the  institution  of 
capitalism. 

In  the  past,  sex-affective  production  took  place  pri¬ 
marily  in  the  home,  but  as  more  and  more  women  are 
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My  First  Satyrnalia 

by  Michael  Rumaker 
Grey  Fox  Press 
San  Francisco,  1981 
194  pp.,  $3.93 

_ Reviewed  by  Frank  Abrizio 

Michael  Rumaker’s  A  Day  and  a  Night  at  the 
Baths  has  given  way  to  My  First  Satyrnalia  with 
all  of  the  writer’s  strengths  and  weaknesses 
intact.  Rumaker  continues  to  write  beautiful  prose, 
clear,  original,  finely  observed,  but  he  has  yet  to 
acquire  the  basics  of  storytelling.  He  doesn’t  seem  to 
have  any  sense  of  pace  or  structure;  once  begun,  his 
narratives  simply  stretch  on,  without  a  single  ellipsis 
over  the  dull  spots  or  any  attempt  at  dramatic  action. 
He  merely  records  whatever  comes  in  his  path.  This  is 
the  literary  equivalent  of  Andy  Warhol’s  Empire,  only 
here  the  camera  isn’t  stationary.  It  strolls. 

See  his  narrator  standing  at  the  top  of  Christopher 
Street.  Watch  now  as  he  sets  forth,  feel  the  cold  wind, 
see  him  check  his  watch.  Four  hours  to  kill  until  the 
satyrnalia. 

And  we  kill  every  second  of  them  with  him.  We  kill  a 
hundred  pages  of  time,  mostly  in  a  bookstore’s  back 
room,  certain  all  the  while  that  not  one  observation, 
thought  or  action  has  been  sacrificed  to  the  base 
interests  of  momentum,  cohesion,  or  reader  fatigue. 

Finally  we  trudge,  weary  and  undernourished,  to  the 
satyrnalia  itself,  only  to  have  the  whole  process  looped. 
Rumaker  arrives,  removes  his  coat,  scarf,  and  worries  if 
he  should  remove  more.  He  can’t  rest  until  he  has 
introduced  every  other  damn  participant  —  no  less  than 
a  dozen  of  them  —  and  by  the  time  he’s  finished  one 
doesn’t  care  if  the  satyrnalia  is  an  orgy,  a  mass,  or  a 
poetry  reading. 

Buried  within  this  morass  of  detail  is  an  exquisite 
passage  about  the  author’s  terror  for  his  mother  as  she 
slips  into  senility,  a  terror  born  of  certainty  that  the 
same  fate  awaits  himself.  Here  Rumaker’s  prose 
becomes  poetry,  simple,  sharp,  intensely  moving,  only 
to  have  the  consequence  of  indicating  to  us  exactly  what 
has  been  lacking  all  along;  that  is,  Rumaker’s  failure  to 
turn  himself  into  a  vivid  dramatic  creature. 

Rumaker  is  a  middle-aged  gay  author  who  has  just 


seen  his  first  novel  published.  What  would  a  man  in 
that  situation  feel,  socially,  sexually,  physically, 
artistically?  Gore  Vidal  certainly  isn’t  going  to  tell  us. 
Rumaker  hints  at  his  feelings  and  his  fears,  and  the 
character  who  emerges  is  engaging,  but  the  exploration 
is  so  limited  that  nothing  much  comes  of  it. 

As  for  the  satyrnalia,  it  seems  to  have  something  to 
do  with  the  deification  of  women  as  the  true  rulers  of 
the  earth.  I  can  remember  exactly  what  each  participant 
was  wearing,  what  their  jobs  were  and  who  among  them 
recently  lost  weight.  But  why  they  all  gathered  one 
night  in  a  cold  loft  somehow  escaped  me. 
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Still  Angry 

Continued  from  Page  4 

you  into  trouble  with  those  who  hear  them,  especially  if 
they  are  embraced  as  a  universal  truth.”  Thus, 
McNaught.  And  in  fact,  when  the  essays  are  read  in 
sequence,  later  ones  tend  to  express  more  “radical” 
ideas  than  do  earlier  ones.  If  McNaught,  at  one  point, 
states  his  opposition  to  the  vocabulary  of  ‘  ‘oppression, ’ ’ 
and  can  seriously  aver  that  “I  am  not  a  fairy,  faggot, 
fruit,  queer,  or  sissy,”  but  “just  now  beginning  to  feel 
comfortable  sensing  that  aspect  of  my  being  which  is 
masculine,”  he  will  also  later  confess:  “It  is  an  albatross 
around  the  neck  of  most  minority  people  that  we  feel 
we  must  constantly  prove  ourselves.  We  stand  before 
the  viewing  majority  and  insist . . .  that  we  are  just  as 
reliable,  just  as  decent,  just  as  patriotic,  just  as 
religious,  just  as  masculine  or  feminine,  just  as 
normal.”  If  he  seems  to  have  determined  for  himself 
that  “monogamy  is  the  best  road  I  can  follow  to  achieve 
what  I  believe  will  be  an  incomparable  experience,”  he 
will  also  admit  that  gay  people  are  “pioneering  in  the 
area  of  relationships  and  sexual  expression”  and  that 
the  Church  has  “failed”  in  its  insistence  “upon  fidelity 
under  pain  of  serious  sin.”  Early  on,  he  asks  to  be  wel¬ 
comed  into  Anita  Bryant’s  world  of  “normals”;  by 
book’s  end,  in  1981 ,  he  is  welcoming  her  —  a  humbled 
lay  counsellor,  after  all,  like  himself  —  into  a  ‘  ‘world  of 
the  socially-stigmatized,  religiously-ostracized  human 
outcasts.” 

McNaught  accepts  his  “outcast”  status  after  having 
taken  seriously  (and  painfully)  the  Catholic  Church’s 
“official”  message  to  him.  Catholics  and  non-Catholics 
alike  will  be  surprised,  I  think,  at  the  force  of  his 
response  to  Church  persecution  —  in  the  essays  which 
comprise  the  last,  most  independently  thought  out, 
and  the  most  powerful  section  of  this  book.  He  has  con¬ 
tempt,  he  says,  for  “authority  which  bases  its  power 
over  me  on  a  magical  formula,  ’  ’  and  so  he  finds  there  is 


“no  meaning  for  himself  ’  in  the  Immaculate  Concep¬ 
tion,  that  “obligatory  Sunday  Mass  has  not  created  the 
sense  of  community  for  me  it  was  intended  to  create,” 
and  that  the  doctrine  affirming  papal  infallibility  on 
matters  of  faith  and  morals  is  “sheer  nonsense.”  One 
essay,  “Gay  and  Catholic,”  is  a  model  of  refutation 
against  the  Church  position  on  homosexuality  —  and 
will  make  clear  the  way  for  anyone  who  would  see  him 
or  herself  included  in  the  fold  —  though  McNaught 
himself  claims  to  have  “no  vested  interest  in  whether  or 
not  someone  is  Catholic,  or,  for  that  matter,  believes  in 
God.”  Moreover,  he  is  second  to  none  in  tabulating 
“the  sins  of  the  Church  against  gay  people,  ’  ’  sins  which 
include  murder,  or  complicity  therein  —  historically, 
certainly,  but  also  in  the  present:  there  is  a  “connec¬ 
tion”  worth  exploring,  he  claims,  between  the 
Church’s  negative  attitudes  and  the  violent  deaths  met 
by  some  of  its  furtively- “tricking”  closeted  clergy  —  at 
the  hands  of  strangers  who  translated  those  attitudes 
into  actions.  Should  McNaught  be  calling  himself  a 
Catholic  at  all?  “I  can  call  myself  anything  I  choose  and 
there  is  no  priest,  bishop  or  Pope  who  can  tell  me  other¬ 
wise.”  But  does  he  love  the  Church,  a  friend  asks  him. 
“Not  yet,”  he  answers,  “I’m  not  finished  being 
angry.” 

There  are  cliches  in  this  book  which  will  make  some 
readers  cringe:  “being  gay  has  much  more  to  it  than 
being  in  heat  over  someone  of  the  same  sex.”  But, 
finally,  A  Disturbed  Peace  impresses  in  the  extent  to 
which  it  bears  witness  to  personal  anguish,  struggle  and 
commitment.  In  his  twenties,  McNaught  survived  a 
suicide  attempt;  later,  after  a  water  fast  of  24  days  “in 
reparation  of  the  Church’s  sins  against  gay  men  and  gay 
women,”  he  prodded  some  members  of  the  clergy  to 
educate  themselves  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 
Brian  McNaught’s  relationship  to  both  “mainstream” 
homosexual  society  and  the  “mainstream”  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  which  he  is  careful  to  distinguish 
from  his  relationship  to  divinity  (“my  Church  is  not  my 


God  and  my  God  need  not  pay  for  its  sins”),  are  rela¬ 
tionships  of  love  —  though  just  now  they  are  going 
through  love /hate  phases.  Continuing  those  relation¬ 
ships  has  meant  taking  seriously  what  he  must  have 
experienced  as  a  call,  not  from  the  Church  but  from  his 
God,  to  live  a  life  poised  precariously  and  precisely 
between  a  rock  and  some  hard  places:  “Jesus  holds  par¬ 
ticular  significance  as  the  individual  who  lived  a  perfect 
life  of  selflessness  thereby  liberating  himself  from  the 
legalism  of  religion  and  the  siren-song  of  over- 
indulgence.” 

Growing  up,  Brian  McNaught  says  he  wanted  to  be  a 
saint.  We  may  feel  he  is  now  entitled  to  inclusion  in 
“an  army  of  modern  day  martyrs  for  the  faith  who 
hunger  for  justice  and  suffer  indignities  for  their 
beliefs.”  Certainly,  he  seems  capable  of  delivering 
verbal  volleys  that  impress  by  their  forceful  astringency: 

I  think  we  are  responding  to  heterosexuals 
like  trained  rats. . .  .They  tell  us  we  are  not 
real  men  and  women,  so  we  dress  up  in  all 
the  costumes  we  have  seen  in  John  Wayne 
movies.  They  tell  us  that  we  are  human  gar¬ 
bage  and  we  respond  by  using  each  other 
and  then  throwing  each  other  away. 

And  by  a  perhaps  even  more  impressive  and  subversive 
solicitude: 

When  we  encounter  representatives  of  the 
“official”  Church  who  would  have  us 
believe  God  hates  practicing  homosexuals, 
it  is  important  to  convey  by  words  and  by 
actions  the  basic  strength  and  pride  that  gay 
Catholics  share.  I  make  sure  that  the  priest 
or  bishop  I  encounter  is  made  instantly 
comfortable  with  his  fear  of  me  by  assuring 
him  that  I  understand  why  he  feels  the  way 
he  does  and  am  most  willing  to  help  him 
liberate  himself  from  his  un-Christian 
sentiments. 


For  Shelter  and  Beyond: 

An  Educational  Manual  for  Working 
with  Women  Who  Are  Battered 

Mass.  Coalition  of  Battered  Women  Service 
Groups 

Boston,  1981  ✓ 

75  pp.,  bibliography,  $ 5.00 

Reviewed  by  Judy  Stern 

When  I  began  working  with  battered  women  in 
a  Boston-area  shelter,  it  soon  became  clear  to 
me  that  the  philosophies  and  political 
analyses  propounded  by  the  shelter  movement  were 
more  than  just  what  we  liked  to  talk  about  at  meetings. 
The  movement  philosophies  of  “challenging  the 
attitudes  which  divide  women  so  that  we  can  come 
together  in  mutual  support  of  each  other”  and  of 
self-help  and  empowerment  are  at  the  heart  of  why 
shelters  for  battered  women  are  so  valuable  as 
instruments  of  change  in  women’s  lives. 
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A  shelter  is  a  place  where  a  woman  who  is  being 
battered  can  rest,  think  and  plan  without  fear  of 
violence.  It  is  also  a  place  where  a  woman  finds  that  she 
is  not  alone  in  her  experience,  that  battered  women 
survive  and  that  there  are  alternatives  to  battering.  It 
may  be  the  first  place  a  woman  forms  important  bonds 
with  other  women,  and  may  also  be  the  first  time  a 
woman  lives  closely  with  people  who  are  of  a  different 
culture,  color, or  lifestyle  than  her  own.  And  as  a  woman 
staying  in  a  shelter  begins  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to 
rebuild  her  life,  and  helps  other  women  staying  in  the 
shelter  to  take  these  steps,  she  finds  that  she  can  take 
control  of  her  own  life. 

For  Shelter  and  Beyond,  created  by  the  InService 
Training  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups,  is  an  educational 
manual  for  those  working  with  women  who  are 
battered.  With  contributions  from  many  different 
women  in  the  shelter  and  women’s  movements,  the 
manual  gives  practical  information  on  legal  and  welfare 
advocacy,  mothers,  children  and  child  abuse,  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse,  and  women  in  emotional  crisis.  The 
chapters  are  interspersed  with  graphics  by  Bonnie  Acker 
and  powerful  poems  by  Marge  Piercy  and  Ntozake 
Shange  (the  manual  takes  its  title  from  a  poem  by 
Piercy).  The  focus  of  the  manual,  though,  is  on  political 
analysis:  it  puts  work  with  battered  women  into  the 
broader  political  context  of  sexism,  racism,  classism  and 
homophobia,  and  analyzes  battering  as  part  of  the 
oppression  of  all  women. 

This  perspective,  as  one  might  guess,  is  not  always 
present  in  a  group  or  with  an  individual  who  works  with 
battered  women.  Its  inclusion  here  is  invaluable, 
because  the  philosophies  which  arise  from  this  broader 
perspective  —  the  committment  to  self-help  as  self¬ 
empowerment  and  to  breaking  down  barriers  between 
women  —  are  so  often  behind  the  most  profound 
experiences  a  woman  has  in  a  support  group,  shelter, or 
on  a  crisis  line.  Some  of  the  most  important  work  in  a 
shelter  happens  at  two  in  the  morning  around  the 
kitchen  table  after  the  kids  have  gone  to  bed.  If  women 
are  so  afraid  of  their  differences  they  can’t  talk  to  each 
other  or  have  been  conned  into  believing  they  have 
nothing  to  offer  each  other,  then  the  great  majority  of 
this  important  work  never  gets  done.  • 

.  . . 
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For  Shelter  and  Beyond  is  clearly  written  and  easy  to 
read.  It  makes  good  reading  not  only  for  those  who 
work  with  battered  women  but  for  anyone  who  wants  to 
understand  the  politics  of  wife-beating  and  learn  more 
about  shelters  and  the  shelter  movement. 
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drawn  into  the  public  work  force  (to  perform  similarly 
nurturant  and  supportive  roles)  this  complementary 
relationship  is  breaking  down.  Ferguson  and  Folbre 
believe  that  this  process  will  make  the  oppressive  nature 
of  capitalism  more  obvious  to  more  women,  causing 
more  women  than  men  to  develop  a  socialist  con¬ 
sciousness. 

Carol  Brown,  like  Ferguson,  Folbre,  and  Harding, 
focuses  her  analysis  on  the  family.  In  “Mothers, 
Fathers,  Children:  From  Private  to  Public  Patriarchy,’’ 
she  traces  changes  in  divorce  and  child  custody  law,  and 
in  mother/father  right  to  children,  over  the  last  150 
years.  Brown  concludes  that  the  private  family  is  no 
longer  valuable  to  patriarchy.  The  power  and  control 
that  man  once  held  over  a  household  is  being  trans¬ 
ferred  to  higher-level  men  within  the  public  sphere. 
One  result  of  this  dynamic  is  the  forced  dependency  of 
thousands  of  women  and  children  on  state  funds. 

The  essays  I’ve  described  so  far,  though  far  from 
forming  a  unified  perspective,  have  in  common  an 
emphasis  on  material  relations,  even  though,  in  the 
case  of  Susan  Harding’s  essay,  “material  base’’  is 
defined  very  differently.  There  are  also  essays  in 
Women  and  Revolution  whose  approaches  differ  sub¬ 
stantially  from  all  of  these.  These  essays  have  in 
common  an  emphasis  on  the  role  of  ideology  and 
culture  in  social  relationships. 

Carol  Ehrlich,  for  example,  rejects  marxism  alto¬ 
gether.  She  states  that  all  institutionalized  oppression 
—  racism,  sexism,  classism  —  have  in  common  their 
dependence  on  coercive  power  relationships  between 
individuals.  Marxism,  says  Ehrlich,  is  too  concerned 
with  history  and  not  concerned  enough  with  how 
people  experience  these  hierarchical  relationships  in 
their  daily  lives. 

Emily  Hicks  does  not  reject  marxism,  but  thinks  that 
neither  marxism  nor  feminism  can  explain  all  dynamics 
of  society.  She  believes  that  a  cultural  marxism,  and  a 
“non-synchronous”  framework  can  explain  why, 
though  many  groups  are  dissatisfied  with  capitalism 
(gays,  blacks,  working  women),  their  shared  dissatis¬ 
faction  does  not  bring  them  together  as  a  radical  social 
movement.  “Non-synchronous”  refers  to  the  fact  that 
not  all  people  will  share  the  same  political  needs  or 
perspectives  at  any  given  time. 

Azizah  Al-Hibri  does  not  reject  marxism  either,  but 
she  believes  its  usefulness  is  very  limited.  She  views 
capitalism  as  only  an  advanced  stage  of  patriarchy. 
Marxism  may  liberate  us  from  capitalism,  but  patri¬ 
archal  oppression  will  remain.  She  sees  patriarchal 
oppression  as  rooted  in  men’s  psychological  need  to 
control  women’s  reproductive  powers,  and  thereby 
secure  immortality  for  themselves. 

I  haven’t  discussed  every  essay  in  Women  and  Revo¬ 
lution ,  but  I’ve  tried  to  give  some  of  the  parameters  of 


Bette:  The  Life  of  Bette  Davis 

by  Charles  Higham 
MacMillan  Publishing 
New  York,  1981 
316 pp.  Illustrated.  $13-93 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

The  private  lives  of  those  gods  and  goddesses 
flickering  on  your  local  movie  screens  have  always 
seemed  more  interesting  than  their  latest 
celluloid  drama.  The  film  star  bio  —  or  autobio  —  has 
been  a  staple  of  the  Hollywood  fanzine  book  trade  since 
before  Garbo  Talks.  Like  the  old  hacks  who  made 
careers  cranking  out  studio  publicity  fawning  over  their 
star  money-makers,  the  new  school  of  fan  biographers 
rest  on  discovering  the  worst  —  or  at  least  the  unattrac¬ 
tive  —  in  their  material.  Lee  Israel’s  Miss  Tallulah 
Bankhead  and  Christina  (‘‘sharper  than  a  serpents 
tooth”)  Crawford’s  books  being  prime  examples. 

Charles  Higham  has,  in  past  years,  created  his  own 
little  industry  in  this  field.  He  has  written  about  a  great 
many  film  stars  and  has  produced  books  on  Hepburn 
(Katherine),  Dietrich,  Charles  Laughton,  and  Errol 


this  debate.  Though  individual  authors  raise  important 
criticisms,  both  of  Hartman’s  analysis,  and  marxism 
and  feminism  generally,  and  though  many  point  social¬ 
ist  feminist  theory  in  new  and  creative  directions,  as  a 
whole  Women  and  Revolution  left  many  funda¬ 
mentally  important  questions  not  only  unanswered, 
but  unexplored. 

One  persistent,  though  perhaps  not  urgently  impor¬ 
tant  question,  is  “What  is  patriarchy  and  how  is  it 
different  from  sexism,  male  supremacy,  and  sex /gender 
systems?”  Only  Hartman  offers  a  definition  of 
patriarchy,  and  hers  is  unsatisfyingly  simplistic. 
Considering  how  often  feminists  identify  patriarchy  as 
the  source  of  women’s  oppression,  a  thorough  examin¬ 
ation  of  its  structures  and  dynamics  is  in  order. 

Defining  terms  is  certainly  an  important  aspect  of 
developing  political  theory,  but  no  political  theory,  no 
matter  how  clearly  written,  is  useful  unless  it  helps  us 
understand  how  to  make  radical  social  change  in  our 
lives. 

To  this  end,  many  authors  included  a  “strategies”  or 
“practical  implications”  section  at  the  end  of  their 
papers.  But  their  practical  suggestions  were  general  and 
obvious,  i.e.,  build  an  independent  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  infuse  the  left  with  feminist  values,  develop 
women’s  culture,  fight  for  reproductive  and  welfare 
rights.  We  don’t  need  political  theory  to  tell  us  these 
are  important  issues.  We  have  been,  and  will  continue, 
working  on  all  of  them. 

In  general,  these  ineffectual  suggestions  seemed 
tagged  on  half-heartedly,  a  nod  to  the  importance  of 
relating  theory  to  practice.  But  connecting  theory  and 
practice  means  more  than  tagging  a  “strategies” 
section  to  the  end  of  a  fifteen  page  essay  while  the  bulk 
of  the  essay  remains  abstract  and  detached  from  the 
movements  it  intends  to  aid. 

Theorists  must  consistently  illustrate  their  analysis 
with  historical  example  and  personal  experience.  They 
should  avoid  creating  abstract  terms  until  those  terms 
can  be  clearly  defined  through  concrete  example.  If 
theory  is  not  relevant,  lively  and  readable,  and  if  it 
doesn’t  speak  to  people’s  day  to  day  experiences,  only  a 
select  and  elite  group  will  ever  bother  to  read,  discuss, 
or  contribute  to  radical  theoretical  development.  The 
theory,  then,  will  always  be  biased  towards  the  exper¬ 
ience  of  that  narrow  group,  and  can  never  present  a 
complete  picture  of  how  the  world  works. 

No  doubt  many  of  the  theorists  developed  their 
analyses,  in  part,  through  experience  within  political 
movements  and  in  their  own  personal  lives.  But  there  is 
rarely  any  indication  of  such  connections  in  the  essays. 
Very  few  comments  were  made  about  specific  organ¬ 
izing  efforts,  about  the  relationships  among  various 
progressive  movements,  or  about  changes  in  our  life¬ 
styles.  Any  mention  of  the  enemy  was  absent  as  well. 
There  was  nothing  about  the  growth  of  anti-abortion  or 
fundamentalist  religious  forces,  or  about  militarism. 


patriotism,  the  nazis,  or  the  ku  klux  klan.  I  want 
writings  that  help  me  understand  how  to  make  progres¬ 
sive  social  change,  and  Women  and  Revolution  didn’t 
do  it. 

One  essay  that  is  an  exception  to  this  criticism  and 
that  makes  a  vital  contribution  to  Women  and  Revolu¬ 
tion  as  a  result  is  Gloria  Joseph’s,  “The  Incompatible 
Menage  a  Trois:  Marxism,  Feminism,  and  Racism.” 

Her  essay  criticizes  white  middle-class  feminists  for 
assuming  that  relationships  between  black  men  and 
black  women  are  the  same  as  those  between  white  men 
and  white  women.  On  the  contrary,  Joseph  states  that 
historically  black  men  were  not  afforded  power  over  any 
women,  black  or  white.  To  the  extent  that  black  men 
dominate,  exploit,  and  oppress  women,  she  says,  they 
have  learned  much  of  it  in  white  society. 

Joseph  concludes  that  “ . .  .racism  must  be  addressed 
specifically  and  consistently  as  an  integral  part  of  any 
theory  of  feminism  or  marxism.”  Hers,  howver,  is  the 
only  contribution  that  criticizes  Hartman’s  omission  of 
racism  from  her  analysis,  that  includes  an  analysis  of 
this  omission,  and  that  reveals  any  specifics  of  black 
history. 

Discussion  of  sexual  repression  is  also  glaringly  absent 
from  all  but  one  essay.  That  essay,  by  Christine  Rid- 
diough,  a  lesbian,  points  out  that  controlling  sexuality 
is  fundamental  to  the  ruling  class’  overall  political  con¬ 
trol.  Although  Riddiough  makes  an  important  point, 
her  essay  was  generally  disappointing.  It  was  difficult  to 
read  and  made  few  practical  suggestions. 

Heterosexism  isn’t  discussed  much  either,  but  is 
acted  out  in  essay  after  essay  as  Hartman’s  metaphor, 
“the  unhappy  marriage  of  marxism  and  feminism,”  is 
restated.  Some  contributors  speculate  that  marxism  and 
feminism  need,  among  other  things,  a  new  partner¬ 
ship,  a  divorce,  a  trial  separation,  and  a  marriage  coun¬ 
selor.  With  each  new  twist  the  metaphor  became  less 
illuminating  and  more  irritating.  I  felt  burdened  and 
constrained  by  the  image  of  marxism  and  feminism  as  a 
heterosexual  couple. 

My  criticisms  of  Women  and  Revolution  may  seem 
harsh.  I  admit  that  it  is  far  easier  to  name  what  is 
missing  from  a  book  and  to  state  what  that  book  fails  to 
do  than  it  is  to  transform  these  criticisms  into  a  truly 
comprehensive  and  inclusive  political  analysis. 

Nor  would  I  like  these  criticisms  to  detract  from  the 
many  very  important  points  raised  by  Women  and 
Revolution.  I  have  not  read  works  in  which  feminist 
concerns,  such  as  women’s  labor,  childrearing,  or  male 
bonding  as  a  group  to  control  women,  are  as  thoroughly 
examined  as  they  are  in  Women  and  Revolution . 

Even  though  Women  and  Revolution  did  not  fulfill 
my  desires  for  an  analysis  that  is  both  practical  and 
comprehensive,  it  did  help  me  to  clarify  what  such  a 
theory  might  look  like,  and  that,  in  itself,  makes  it  a 
vital  contribution  to  the  development  of  radical 
political  theory. 


Flynn.  His  newest  book  is  on  Mother  Goddamn  herself, 
Bette  Davis.  Unlike  Higham’s  other  volumes  which  had 
juicy  tidbits  (Marlene  mistreated  her  daughter;  Flynn 
was  a  bi-sexual  Nazi  spy;  Laughton  was  a  self-hating 
homosexual),  Bette  offers  us  virtually  nothing  new  in 
film  lore,  gossip,  or  info. 

Bette  Davis  published  her  autobiography  —  The 
Lonely  Life  —  in  1962.  She  was  forced  to  gloss  over 
some  facts,  obscure  some  dates,  and  drop  some  names. 
But  whatever  changes  were  made  the  force  and  per¬ 
sonality  of  a  dynamic  woman  come  through  clear  and 
strong.  Higham  might  add  a  few  facts  to  the  story,  but 
his  tone  and  style  make  it  a  dreary  one.  (British  novelist 
Brigid  Brophy  compares  Davis’s  autobiography  to  The 
Autobiogrpahy  of  St.  Teresa  of  Avila  for  its  verve  and 
candor;  I  imagine  she’d  liken  Higham’s  book  to  an  ear¬ 
marked  copy  of  St.  Anthony's  Messenger.) 

To  be  fair  Higham  does  tell  us  that  Joan  Crawford 
had  an  unrequited  love  for  Davis  and  that  constant  re¬ 
jection  turned  Crawford  to  abuse  her  children .  He  also 
tells  us  that  Ms.  Davis  had  an  affair  with  Howard 
Hughes.  Come  to  think  of  it,  in  his  other  books  he  told 
us  that  Erroll  Flynn  slept  with  Howard  Hughes.  And 
Kate  Hepburn,  too.  Maybe  he  should  just  write  a  bio  of 
Hughes  and  get  the  whole  thing  over  with.  Although 
there  are  some  interesting  pictures  in  the  book  —  never 
before  printed,  so  the  jacket  claims  (but  who  ever 
believes  jacket  blurbs)  —  it  is  almost  all  rehashed 
Enquirer  and  Ladies’  Home  Journal  material.  As  Ms. 
Davis  herself  once  said,  “What  a  dump.” 

Tory’s 

by  William  Snyder 
Avon  Books 
New  York,  1981 
374  pp.,  $2.73 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

A  fter  Dark,  GQ,  Boulet  bikini  briefs,  Cartier, 
/I  Bass  Weejuns,  Variety,  Cuisinart,  W,  Dupont 
JL  X  lighter,  Hermes  belt,  Vuitton  luggage,  Gucci 
loafers,  Specialty  Food  Trade  News,  Mercedes. 

This  is  a  partial  list  of  the  trade  names  and  items  that 
appear  on  the  first  25  pages  of  Tory’s.  If  you  have  a 
deep  admiration,  or  even  an  affection,  for  these  items, 
you’ll  probably  love  this  book.  For  beneath  its  inept 
plotting,  ludicrous  situations  and  bad  prose,  Tory’s  is 
nothing  more  than  a  shopping  list  of  what  the  smart 
urban  queen  has  scattered  about  his  expensive  duplex. 
(Or  to  be  more  accurate,  what  your  envious,  average 


queen  has  been  taught  to  scatter  about  his  expensive 
duplex.) 

To  be  quick  about  it  Tory’s  is  an  old-fashioned  story 
of  how  a  hustler  —  Tory  (handsome,  sophisticated, 
shameless,  the  book  jacket  tells  us)  —  makes  good, 
finds  love,  and  a  house  in  Porto  Banus.  Written  as  es¬ 
capist  fantasy  for  a  gay  audience,  Tory’s  does  not  have 
the  basic  narrative  or  writing  skills  of  a  Valley  of  the 
Dolls\  we  just  don’t  care  about  the  characters  or  what 
happens  to  them,  they  are  buried  beneath  their  acces¬ 
sories. 

But  the  worst  thing  about  Tory’s  is  that  it  trivializes 
life.  The  anti-war  movement  becomes  a  matter  of  what 


people  wore,  the  Mafia’s  control  of  gay  bars  is  a 
dramatic  fumble,  racial  stereotypes  are  trotted  out  as 
jokes.  Tory’s  is  not  so  much  a  glimpse  into  how  the 
other  half  lives,  but  a  meditation  from  the  other  side  on 
how  tacky  and  awful  the  rest  of  us  are. 

Literature  —  or  rather  books  —  have  always  func¬ 
tioned  as  a  form  of  escape.  There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
gay  escapist  literature  —  Gaywyck  and  Vermilion  are 
good  examples  —  but  they  are  good  precisely  because 
they  bear  some  resemblance  to  gay  people’s  lives.  The 
underlying  current  in  Tory's  is  that  there  are  no 
problems  money  cannot  solve  (which  is,  I  suppose,  a 
reversal  of  the  old  “money  can’t  buy  everything”).  For 
gay  people  the  message  is  clear:  liberation  through 
accumulation. 
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Ain’t  I  a  Woman 

Continued  from  Page  2 

world  women  from  books  about  women  and  feminism. 
They  elected  to  claim  that  their  experience  as  women 
and/or  feminists  was  representative  of  women  as  a 
whole  and  ignored  or  paid  little  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  might  be  otherwise.  This  systematic  exclusion  of 
any  other  race  of  women  had  been  felt  before  at  the 
hands  of  the  white  man.  White  feminists  could  not  see 
that  this  oppressive  attitude  mirrored  the  attitude  of 
the  dominant  society  and  it  again  appeared  as  if  white 
women  had  bought  into  the  capitalist  patriarchal 
system  of  little  tolerance  of  others. 

The  last  chapter  entitled  “black  women  and 
feminism”  deals  with  the  black  women’s  repeated 
attempts  throughout  history  to  join  the  abolitionist 
movement,  the  suffragist  movement,  the  black  civil 
rights  movement,  and  finally  the  feminist  movement  of 
the  seventies.  Black  women  were  continually  bargained 
away,  bartered  off,  put  down  and  ignored  by  each  one 
of  these  movements  in  order  that  their  central  concern 
be  addressed  and  resolved.  The  black  civil  rights 
movement  demanded  that  black  women  step  aside  and 
remain  submissive  to  men  in  order  that  they  might  grab 
the  power  and  move  us  into  the  mainstream  of  society. 
The  feminist  movement  is  demanding  that  women  of 
color  accept  the  status  quo  and  move  together  despite 
our  differences  and  despite  the  fact  that  white  women 
refuse  to  prioritize  racism  along  with  sexism. 

The  author  chafes  under  the  knowledge  that  no 
feminist  movement  can  be  truly  radical  or  revolutionary 
until  it  deals  with  the  racism  inherent  in  the 
movement.  She  also  gives  a  severe  tongue  lashing  to 
black  women  and  women  of  color  who  become  fed  up 
with  the  in-fighting  and  splinter  off  into  their  own 
groups.  She  sees  this  act  as  negative  because  she  claims 
that  we  assume  the  very  position  of  “other”  that  white 
people  have  continued  to  place  us  in.  However  I  would 
like  to  counter  that  assumption  by  asserting  that  while 
women  of  color  have  moved  into  their  own  groups 
because  of  being  made  to  feel  invisible,  the  act  itself  is 
self-affirming  and  positive.  Nowhere  else  within  the 
women’s  movement  are  our  feelings  and  experiences 
spoken  about,  mulled  over,  argued  against  and  most  of 
all  validated.  The  bond  that  we  create  as  women  of 
color  can  act  as  a  catalyst  for  the  women’s  movement  as 
a  whole  and  can  give  us  the  force  in  numbers  that  we 
need  to  confront  the  women’s  movement.  We  have  not 


lost  sight  of  the  potential  goals  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  but  rather  that  movement  has  not  seen  us. 

My  other  argument  with  this  book  is  the  heterosexist 
posture  that  permeates  each  chapter.  While  the  author 
gives  sufficient  and  excellent  examples  of  the  way  that 
sexism  has  effectively  barred  the  black  woman  from 
truly  being  heard,  she  also  neglects  or  ignores  the  voices 
of  hundreds  of  black  women  who  are  lesbians  and  have 
lent  their  effort  to  the  struggles  of  feminism.  While  it  is 
not  so  easy  to  unmask  who  was  or  was  not  a  lesbian  in 
earlier  times  and  struggles,  the  feminist  movement  of 
the  70’s  has  certainly  heard  the  voices  of  black  lesbian 
feminists  raised  in  unanimous  salutation  toward  liber¬ 
ation  from  all  sides.  To  write  a  book  of  this  scope 
without  mentioning  the  contributions  of  black  women 
who  are  lesbians  and/or  by  including  us  in  an  analysis 
of  black  feminism  without  naming  us  is  to  fall  into  the 
heterosexist  mode  of  thinking  where  the  voice  of  the 

Lesbian  Lives /Common  Lives 

Box  1553 

lotua  City,  IA  52244 
Quarterly,  $10.00 /yr. 

Reviewed  by  Cindy  Patton 

I’m  much  impressed  by  this  first  volume  of  Lesbian 
Lives/Common  Lives,  a  new  lesbian  feminist 
quarterly.  The  collective  is  composed  of  and  con¬ 
cerned  with  women  we  don’t  regularly  hear  from, 
outside  of  “special  issues”  devoted  solely  to  them  and 
sadly,  I  suspect,  read  mainly  by  them.  This  issue 
includes  several  pieces  by  women  of  color,  pieces  about 
women  in  non-traditional  jobs,  a  story  about  a  passing 
woman,  many  pieces  on  a  variety  of  subjects  by  older 
lesbians,  and  work  by  disabled  lesbians.  (These 
“labels”  overlap  in  many  of  the  pieces).  An 
“editorial”  about  editing  letters  and  journals  helps  the 
quarterly  establish  itself  as  a  place  for  publishing  our 
voices  as  they  first  speak,  rather  than  in  the  sometimes 
stiff  version  that  comes  from  trying  to  write  in  more 
formal,  less  natural  ways. 

There  are  two  good  political  pieces  in  this  volume, 
one  on  fat  feminist  activism,  and  one  on  white  lesbian 
anti-racism  work,  which  includes  a  good  bibliography. 
One  of  my  favorite  pieces  in  this  volume  is  a  story  by 
Annette  Martin,  a  black  lesbian  raised  in  Iowa  City, 
which  was  written  when  she  was  in  the  11th  grade.  It 
begins  “i  never  knew  anything  about  lesbianism  but  i 


Brian  McNaught  is  the  most  articulate 
spokesperson  for  Gay  Rights  in  America  to 
and  he  writes  as  well  as  he  speaks. 

For  openness,  poignancy  and  genuineness, 
this  is  the  book  to  read. 

Sd  Gordon.  PtvD..  Professor  of  Child  and  Family  Studios.  Syracuse  University 


“black  woman”  is  taken  to  mean  that  she  is  hetero¬ 
sexual.  Also  without  naming  us  the  author  has  unwit¬ 
tingly  silenced  the  voices  of  hundreds  of  black  lesbian 
feminists  who  are  committed  to  the  struggle  to  end 
patriarchy,  racism,  sexism,  and  imperialism.  If  we  are 
committed  to  breaking  down  all  of  the  structures  of  an 
imperialistic  society,  then  heterosexuality  as  an  assumed 
stance  must  also  be  toppled. 

In  the  1980’s,  black  feminists  —  lesbians  and  non¬ 
gays  alike  —  will  continue  to  look  to  each  other  and 
other  women  of  color  for  their  main  source  of  self- 
affirmation  and  support.  These  lines  of  support,  I 
hope,  should  then  naturally  branch  out  to  seek  identity 
with  white  feminists  around  issues  of  common  concern 
to  all  of  us.  Without  a  bonding  together  of  all  women 
that  cuts  across  all  racial,  cultural,  class,  and  political 
lines  we  cannot  hope  to  achieve  our  vision  of  toppling 
the  present  patriarchal,  imperialist  structure. 

always  felt  something  for  women,”  and  goes  on  to 
discuss  various  crushes,  friendships,  and  sexual 
encounters.  In  addition  to  being  a  really  enjoyable  story 
to  read,  it  underscores  the  importance  and  freshness  of 
our  sexuality,  before  it  is  named  and  politicized.  Stories 
like  this  one  remind  us  how  it  felt  to  fall  in  love  with  all 
of  those  women  —  I  think  we  too  often  forget  this  as  we 
stretch  our  memories  for  early  dyke  credentials. 

The  photographs  and  graphics,  judiciously  spaced 
throughout  the  volume,  are  excellent.  Rather  than  the 
omnipresent  labris  composition  or  woman-folding- 
into-woman  (or  self),  which  serve  their  purpose  in 
small  doses,  CL  ILL  has  chosen  images  like  ‘  ‘Pool  Tables 
Still  Life  I,”  by  Rosemary  Anderson  —  a  delicate,  finely 
toned  pencil  drawing  of  pool  balls  on  a  table  (I  wish 
they’d  printed  it  larger  than  2 Vi"  x  2"),  and  a 
wonderful  and  funny  “photo”  essay  (actually 
caricatures  drawn  and  laid  out  like  a  photo  album) 
about  two  dykes  with  pointy  rhinestone  glasses  who  are 
“On  Vacation,  1963,  Hawaii”  by  Lisa  Schoenfielder. 

I  was  pleased  to  find  another  well  made  journal  in 
the  lesbian  arsenal.  As  lesbian  publishing  comes  into  its 
own  with  more  full  length  books  appearing  each  year,  I 
hope  that  groups  like  CL  ILL  will  continue  to  place 
importance  on  the  unique  and  shorter  expressions  of 
our  lives.  We  are  all  moving  very  quickly  and 
periodicals  serve  a  vital  role  in  helping  us  reflect  and 
absorb  the  rapid  changes  around  and  in  us. 


heterosexism 
can  be  cured! 


This  book  by  "America's  most 
prominent  gay  Catholic  layman" 
offers  an  inside  look  at  such 
issues  as  coming  out,  building 
a  relationship,  reconciling  with 
family  and  developing  positive 
self-images.  A  DISTURBED 
PEACE  includes  Brian  McNaught's 
"  award-winning  article  on  gay 
people  in  the  Church,  his  highly 
acclaimed  open  letter  to  Anita 
Bryant,  and  the  best  of  his 
syndicated  columns. 


"It's  an  exciting  book! 

A  great  resource  for  people 

who  are  gay  and  struggling 

with  particular  issues  of 

self-esteem  and  for  persons 

interested-in  ministry  with 

the  gay  community.  Brian's 

a  talented  writer  who 

captures  in  words  the 

personal  struggles  of  most 

gay  men  and  women."  — 

Frank  Scheuren 
President 
Dignity,  Inc. 
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Send  $4.95  (plus  $1.00  for  postage  and 
handling)  to:  Dignity.  1500  Massachusetts  Av*.. 
N.W..  Suite  II.  Washington,  D.C..  20005 
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Sapphistry  The  Book  of  Lesbian  Sexuality  .  . 

Choices  New  Lesbian  Novel  by  Nancy  Toder . 

A  True  Likeness  Lesbian  &  Gay  Writing  Today . 

Legal  Guide  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Couples . 
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Models,  Noblemen,  and  One  Hell  of  a  Ceiling 


Michelangelo’s  Models.  Written 
by  Robert  Patrick.  Directed  by 
Jonathan  Sliver.  Set  design  by 
Patrick  Angus.  With  Terrence 
Chrisygau,  Steve  Nelson,  David 
Rodiquez,  Lester  Malizia.  Pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Fourth  “E”  Com¬ 
pany  at  N.  Y.  T.E.  62  E.  4th  St. 
Through  December  27.  (212) 
477-4120 

by  Michael  Bronski 

Robert  Patrick  seems  to  work 
magic  on  stage.  Way  back  in  1964 
his  first  play  The  Haunted  Host 
brought  what  is  usually  refered  to 
as  gay  wit  and  queen  talk  to  the 
then  blossoming  off-off  Broadway 
stage.  Over  the  next  years  his 
witty,  politically  astute,  psycho¬ 
logically  incisive,  and  alarmingly 
funny  plays  began  popping  up  all 
over  the  world.  Ten  years  later  he 
proved  that  you  could  write  a  two- 
act  full  length  play  in  which  none 
of  the  six  characters  ever  spoke  to 
one  another;  Kennedy’s  Children 
is  perhaps  the  most  knowing  and 
intelligent  American  play  since 
Edward  Albee’s  Who’s  Afraid  of 
Virginia  Woolf.  T-Shirts,  a  hit  at 
last  year’s  Glines  Arts  Festival, 
was  a  pungent  piece  of  social  criti¬ 
cism  that  never  missed  a  beat  or  a 
laugh.  Now,  with  Michelangelo’s 
Models,  Patrick  turned  the  screws 
another  thread,  and  created  some¬ 
thing  entirely  new. 

It’s  hard  to  know  what  to  call 


Michelangelo’s  Models.  It’s 
funny,  though  not  as  constantly 
witty  and  rapidly  explosive  as 
other  Patrick  plays.  It’s  not 
exactly  a  historical  play,  for 
although  all  of  its  characters  are 
real,  the  program  notes  tell  us  that 
time  sequence  is  compressed  and 
characters  are  brought  together 
for  the  sake  of  sense  rather  than 
accuracy;  and  Patrick  is  rqore  con¬ 
cerned  in  telling  us  why,  rather 
then  what,  things  happened.  And 
while  it  is  most  certainly  a  philos¬ 
ophical  play,  one  hesitates  to  say 
this  because  it  always  sounds  like 
something  by  Sartre  about  people 
being  trapped  in  a  room.  But 
Michelangelo ’s  Models  is  all  those 
things,  and  perhaps  more. 

At  a  quick  glance 
Michelangelo’s  Models  looks  like 
The  Agony  and  the  Ecstacy:  Pope 
Julius  tries  his  best  to  get  famous 
Michelangelo  to  paint  the  Sistine 
Chapel  ceiling  —  the  comic/camp 
potential  of  it  is  enormous  since 
even  Rex  Harrison  and  Charleston 
Heston  played  it  like  a  Joan  Rivers 
routine  about  a  housewife  and  her 
interior  decorator  —  while  the 
artist  spends  most  of  his  time 
avoiding  the  Pope’s  clutches  and 
pursuing  his  humpy,  young  mod¬ 
els  about  the  city  and  his  studio.  In 
his  Loves  of  the  Artists  trilogy 
(published  in  Mercy  Drop  by 


Calamus  Books)  Patrick  was 
content  to  “fagatize”  the  lives  of 
known  gay  artists;  but  Michel¬ 
angelo’s  Models  is  more  ambi¬ 
tious,  more  intelligent,  and  more 
sophisticated  than  these  short 
sketches.  Not  content  to  tell  the 
story  of  Michelangelo,  Patrick  is 
intent  upon  explaining  the  ren¬ 
aissance,  its  place  in  history,  its 
psychological  effect  upon  artists, 
the  relationship  between  the  artist 
and  the  state,  the  relationship 
between  love  and  sex  and  art,  and 
as  if  this  wasn’t  all  enough,  the 
connections  between  the 
renaissance  and  our  own  contem¬ 
porary  state  of  affairs. 

There  is  so  much  happening  in 
Michelangelo ’s  Models  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  know  where  to  begin.  I  sup¬ 
pose  the  core  of  the  play  is  the  con¬ 
trast  between  Michelangelo’s  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  high-born  noble¬ 
man,  Tommasso,  who  is  eager  to 
learn  from  and  act  on  the  neo-pla- 
tonic  currency  of  the  day,  and 
Buonarotta’s  sexual  relationship 
with  his  able-bodied,  peasant 
servant  Ignudo.  Is  “art”  an  inspir¬ 
ation  of  the  mind  or  the  body;  is 
“creation”  a  response  to  the 
intellect  or  the  body?  Throughout 
the  play  everyone  marvels  that 
Michelangelo  has  “found”  his 
beautiful  “David”  in  the  tawdry 
street-whore  Tondo,  but  it 


becomes  evident,  by  the  end  of  the 
play,  that  it  is  Michelangelo’s 
acceptance  of  life  that  allows  him 
to  see  the  innate  grace  and  beauty 
of  a  “common  man.” 

The  social  context  of  the  play’s 
actions  is  one  of  turmoil.  Lorenzo 
de  Medici  has  died,  the  high  ideals 
of  the  renaissance  were  slowly  slip¬ 
ping  away,  and  people  were  left  to 
catch  on  to  what  they  could. 
Sandro  Botticcelli  has  gone  the 
Anita  Bryant  route,  condemning 
sexuality  and  passion  as  the  down¬ 
fall  of  himself  and  a  nation  (all  the 
while  chasing  the  lusty  Tondo). 
The  courtesan  Simonetta  (who 
posed  for  the  famous  “Birth  of 
Venus”  and  was  an  inspiration  for 
many  writers)  has  lost  her  idealism 
and  watches  out  for  herself.  Julius 
wants  to  continue  the  past  gran¬ 
deur,  yet  secure  his  position  and 
the  role  of  the  church.  Like 
Kennedy ’s  Children,  Michel¬ 
angelo’s  Models  is  concerned  with 
what  happens  when  people  are 
faced  with  the  loss  of  something  to 
believe  in,  their  response  to 
idealism  that  has  failed  them. 

Theater  today  is  generally  not 
written  to  make  people  think.  This 
is  all  too  evident  when  a  play  like 
Amadeus  is  hailed  as  a  master¬ 
piece  of  intellect,  and  a  thought 
provoking  experience.  Perhaps 
more  thoughtful  than  Sugar 


Babies,  it  is  rather  third  rate  and 
mundane  in  its  ideas  and  notions: 
sort  of  a  low  grade  Masterpiece 
Theater.  What  is  so  striking  about 
the  Patrick  play  is  that  it  bubbles 
over  with  ideas,  at  times  there 
seems  to  be  more  content  than  the 
play’s  structure  can  contain.  While 
never  becoming  talky,  Michelan¬ 
gelo’s  Models  tells  us  more,  and 
provokes  us  to  think  more,  than 
most  plays,  It  doesn’t  settle  for 
“being  about  something”  —  you 
can  see  the  state  of  the  art  when 
people  praise  a  play  for  “being 
about  something”  —  but  actively 
prods  us  into  thinking. 

The  production  at  The  New 
York  Theater  Ensemble  is  com¬ 
petent  and  rewarding.  By  playing 
it  as  a  “historical”  piece  —  there 
are  no  Tom  Stoppardish  intel¬ 
lectual  interludes,  or  Peter  Brook 
artistic  excesses  going  on  —  the 
Fourth  “E”  Company  gets  the 
most  mileage  out  of  the  text  with¬ 
out  emphasing  or  deemphasize  any 
one  part  of  it.  Michelangelo’s 
Models  is  a  marvel  of  a  play,  I’m 
not  sure  if  it’s  Patrick’s  choice  of 
body  over  spirit,  physicality  over 
reason,  but  somehow  he  has 
managed  to  hit  all  the  buttons  that 
make  that  thing  called  theater 
work.  It’s  enough  to  make  you 
believe  in  the  renaissance  again. 


Homophobia 

have  sex  with  members  of  their 
own  sex,  and  the  fear  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  “recruit.”  One  homo¬ 
phobe  lambasted  gay  men  for 
“chasing”  after  young  boys,  and 
then  said  she  didn’t  know  if  les¬ 
bians  did  the  same  thing.  “You 
never  hear  about  it,”  she  said  as 
her  look  of  distaste  (which  she 
dredged  out  for  gay  men)  changed 
to  a  sly  grin  of  delight,  “but  maybe 
they  do!” 

The  film  goes  on  to  discuss  the 
different  forms  of  homophobia 
that  lesbians  and  gays  from  differ¬ 
ent  cultural  and  ethnic  back¬ 
grounds  face.  The  best  articulation 
of  the  unique  co-mingling  of 
racism  and  homophobia  came  out 
of  a  discussion  between  an  Asian 
man  and  woman.  He  describes 
how,  because  he  was  small  and 
seemed  effeminate  to  Anglos,  his 
white  schoolmates  called  him- 
“faggot.”  Even  though  they  did 
not  intend  this  as  a  sexual  epithet, 


their  racism  comes  through  loud 
and  clear  —  to  the  white  kids,  to  be 
Asian  is  not  to  be  masculine,  to  be 
just  like  a  “faggot.” 

The  film  also  made  a  strong  con¬ 
nection  between  the  struggles  of 
other  oppressed  groups  and  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  liberation,  emphasiz¬ 
ing  the  need  for  people  who  are 
concerned  about  social  justice  to 
unite  against  all  kinds  of  re¬ 
pression.  This  component  made 
the  film  very  optimistic,  even  in 
the  face  of  our  frequent  inability 
to  make  such  coalitions  work. 
However,  the  film’s  purpose  is  not 
to  discuss  the  internal  problems  of 
organizing  our  movement,  but 
rather  to  place  our  struggle  against 
homophobia  in  the  context  of  the 
other  struggles  —  against  racism, 
anti-Semitism,  classism,  and  im¬ 
perialism. 

The  film  itself  is  tight  and 
straightforward.  It  provides  an  im¬ 
pression  of  the  healthiness  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  the  face  of 
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tremendous  negative  social  ideas. 

And,  it  intends  to  convey  that  im¬ 
pression  to  straight  people.  For 
straight  people  who  want  to  be  lib¬ 
eral,  the  film  works  by  connecting 
struggles  that  are  already  accepted 
by  most  liberals  to  the  struggle  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

A  certain  sophistication  is  re¬ 
quired  to  understand  this  film.  A 
lot  of  things  are  taken  for  granted 
as  part  of  everyone’s  package  of 
cultural  images  and  knowledge. 

The  new  right  creeps  appear  with 
no  explanation  of  who  they  are 
(beyond  their  title  and  affiliation) 
or  how  pervasive  their  influence  is. 

Believe  it  or  not,  even  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  have  not  caught 
on  that  there  is  a  massive  conser¬ 
vative  blacklash. 

The  concentration  camp  foot¬ 
age,  while  evocative  and  anger- 
provoking  is  a  limited  image  —  for 
most  WASPS  who  live  outside  the 
northeast,  the  holocaust  is  a 
horrible  event  that  happened 
somewhere  else,  by  someone  else. 

In  order  to  make  the  connection 
between  the  new  right  and  the 
concentration  camps  really  work, 

Correction! 

We  regret  that  the  photographs  of 
Christine  Delphy  in  last  week’s  is¬ 
sue  were  uncredited.  Both  were  by 
Susan  Wilson. 
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we  needed  to  see  real  how  real 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
“treated”  for  their  sexual 
orientation  today.  The  filmmakers 
might  have  interviewed  a  gay  man 
from  the  Sexually  Dangerous 
Persons  Unit  of  MCI  Bridgewater, 
or  a  lesbian  who  has  been  commit- 
ed  to  a  mental  institution.  From 
these  people  we  could  learn  how 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  confined 
and  subjected  to  harmful  drugs 
and  brutality  in  order  to  make 
them  “go  straight.” 

But  this  is  less  a  criticism  of  the 
film  itself  than  a  comment  on  how 
difficult  it  is  to  explain  homo¬ 
phobia  to  straight  people.  The  film 
has  lots  of  gaps,  but  it  is  designed 
to  be  used  with  speakers  and  a 
workbook.  It  is  an  encapsulation 
of  the  homophobia  that  is  in  the 
air,  rather  than  a  treatise  unto  it¬ 
self.  It  is  not  possible  to  make  one 


film,  or  one  statement  that  will 
change  homophobes  into  com¬ 
rades.  It  will  take  many  more 
writings,  films,  and  dedicated  lives 
even  to  create  a  neutral  space  for 
dicussion. 

Pink  Triangles  is  a  well-crafted 
film  and  marks  a  new  stage  in  our 
struggle  for  liberation  by  straights 
as  “good  people,”  “even 
though”  we  are  gay.  We  have 
achieved  visibility  and  many  of  us 
cannot  go  back  into  the  closet. 
Pink  Triangles  is  part  of  a  new 
phase  in  making  straights  examine 
the  results  of  their  homophobia. 
No  more  “I’m  OK,  You’re  OK.” 
On  to  “We’re  OK,  You’re  Des¬ 
troying  the  World.” 

Copies  of  Pink  Triangle  are  avail¬ 
able  from:  Pink  Triangle  c/o 
Cambridge  Documentary,  P.  O. 
Box  385,  Cambridge,  MA  02139, 
617-354-3677. 
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Prison - 

Continued  from  page  1 

The  tribunal  did  not  question 
this  assessment.  However,  it  held 
that  “in  society,  such  as  it  is,”  it 
was  essential  to  “dissuade  poten¬ 
tial  imitators.”  Therefore,  it  was 
“necessary  and  sufficient”  to  sen¬ 
tence  Dugue  to  six  years  in  prison. 
Lawyers  for  Dugue  privately  ex¬ 
pressed  hope  that  he  will  be  re¬ 
leased  within  six  months.  The 
financial  awards  were  seen  as  a 
device  for  calming  hysterical 
families.  In  reality,  they  will  prob¬ 
ably  never  get  a  penny  since  Dugue 
is  bankrupt  as  a  result  of  his 
ordeal.  The  leftist  daily  Liberation 
commented  ironically  that  the 
huge  financial  award  “makes  the 
pleasures  of  pedophilia  the  true 
caviar  of  the  senses.” 

Man/boy  love  is  in  the  news  in 
France  in  other  contexts  as  well. 
Last  week,  for  instance,  the  ruling 
Socialist  Party  submitted  to  the 
legislature  its  long-awaited  pro¬ 
posal  to  lower  the  age  of  consent 
for  male  homosexual  acts  from  18 
to  15.  (It  is  already  15  for  hetero¬ 
sexual  and  lesbian  acts.)  The 
change  of  law  is  expected  soon, 
but  French  gay  activists  are  taking 
a  wait-and-see  attitude.  Caution 
seems  advisable  in  view  of  the 
Dugue  verdict  as  well  as  other 
cases  of  man/boy  love  that  have 
surfaced  recently. 

In  late  October,  a  sensational 
case,  dubbed  the  ‘‘ballets  bleus,  ” 
was  drummed  up  by  the  right-wing 
press,  which  has  been  seeking  a 
way  to  implicate  socialist  poli¬ 
ticians  in  the  affair  and  to  embar¬ 
rass  the  left.  Some  150  men  were 
questioned  throughout  the  coun¬ 


try  and  a  half  dozen  arrested,  in  an 
affair  involving  consensual  sex 
between  men  and  boys  in  Creteil, 
near  Paris.  Sensationahzed  press 
accounts  initially  claimed  a  “vast 
international  network  of  traffic  in 
children,”  child  sex  rings,  child 
pornography  and  so  on  —  all  curi¬ 
ously  similar  to  initial  reports  of 
arrests  in  New  York  last  July  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  3  and  No.  6). 
All  these  charges  were  false,  as  the 
press  was  subsequently  forced  to 
admit.  Meanwhile,  neighbors  of 
Patrice  Amaniera,  the  key  figure 
in  the  affair,  have  had  nothing  but 
kind  words  for  him  and  the  other 
men  allegedly  involved.  Another 
similar  case  surfaced  in  the  town 
of  Colmar  at  the  beginning  of 
December. 

Redistricting 

Continued  from  page  1 

veteran,  is  a  conservative  Repub¬ 
lican  closely  allied  with  Governor 
Edward  King,  a  conservative 
Democrat.  King  has  stated  pub¬ 
licly  that  he  would  not  allow  the 
Legislature,  over  whom  he  has 
veto  power,  to  damage  Heckler’s 
chances  for  re-election.  Political 
observers  in  Massachusetts  have 
speculated  that  if  Heckler’s  district 
had  been  rearranged  to  her  disad¬ 
vantage,  she  might  have  chosen  to 
run  for  Governor  against  King. 

The  two  communities  now 
represented  by  Frank  which  will 
remain  in  the  new  district  are  New¬ 
ton  and  Brookline,  areas  in  which 


During  the  Dugue  trial,  Gabriel 
Matzneff  urged  the  Bobigny  tri¬ 
bunal  to  recognize  “the  right  to  be 
different.”  The  tribunal’s  deci¬ 
sion,  and  the  general  hysteria 
about  man/boy  love,  show  that 
France  has  a  long  way  to  go  before 
that  happens.  As  Matzneff  noted 
several  years  ago  in  an  article  in  Le 
Monde,  “The  troublemakers  in 
the  case  of  boys  under  16  are  not 
the  kisses  of  the  men  they  love,  but 
the  threats  of  the  parents,  the 
questions  of  the  police  and  the  er¬ 
mine  of  the  judges.” 

Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
on  the  classified  page. 


he  has  strong  support.  But  Frank 
will  lose  the  65,000  residents  of  the 
town  of  Framingham,  many  of 
whom  are  liberals. 

Frank  has  expressed  uncertainty 
as  to  whether  it  is  worthwhile  for 
him  to  run  in  the  new  district,  but 
says  he  will  wait  thirty  days  to 
decide. 

“There  are  obligations  to  run 
for  Congress.  You  have  the  enor¬ 
mous  commitment  of  family  and 
friends.  There’s  months  of  time. 
We  would  have  to  raise  $600,000 
to  $700,000  to  make  it  a  contest.  I 
have  no  right  to  do  that  if  it  is 
hopeless.” 
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Crostic  Solution 

(front  Inst  week’s  puzzle) 

Quotation:  The  system  doesn't  simply  deny  women  economic  or  political  power.  It  denies 
them  a  vision  of  their  own  fury  and  glory,  the  feeling  that  each  of  them  is  a  thundering  river 
pouring  into  and  joining  other  women  until  they  are  a  flashflood  that  will  carry 
everything  in  its  wake. 
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Available  in  four  glamorous  styles  and  an  array  of 
stunning  colors. 

Regular  tee  shirts  (S,M,L,XL):  red,  blue,  turquoise, 
orange,  lavender,  purple,  pink  or  magenta.  $6.00. 
Tank  Tops  (S,M,L):  lavender,  magenta  or  turquoise. 
$5.00 

French  Cut  (M,L):  navy  or  black.  $7.00 
Baseball  tee  shirts  (S,M,L):  white  with  black,  red, 
green  or  yellow  sleeves.  $8.00 
Send  a  check  and  your  first,  second  and  third  choice 
of  style  and  color  to: 

GCN  Tee  Shirt 
22  Bromfield  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
or  just  drop  by  Mon.-Fri.  10-6:00 


FisheiTravel  367-3490 


Hsher  Travel  Assoc 

Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Streef 
Boston.  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


\  Of 

Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


healthy  teeth  . 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead, 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenu 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

P  ^  i 

Career  Counseling 

Assertiveness  Training 

Therapy  for  individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 

Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (617)266-1450 

We’re  always  searching 
for  NEW  talent.  Get  your 
drawings  and  cartoons 
in  GCN.  Call  Paul 
426-4469. 
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John  P.  Ward 


Attorney  at  Law 
Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston.  Massachusetts  02116-617-426-2020 


I Ui*MI  IlMjKta 


“He  has  spent 
his  life  best  who 
has  enjoyed 
it  most” 


•»;  s 

1  WISHING  ALL  OF  YOU  | 
S  THE VERY  BEST  OF  HOLIDAYS  I 


( )n  the 
J  Waterfront 
f  210  U«>mmerd.tl  Sin-«’t 


CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE, 
PROVINCETOWN 


5231126 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 


•J*  •> 


GIVE  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON 

AT  SPECIAL  LOW  RATES  1 

1  Year  —  $22 
25  Weeks  —  $12 

12  Weeks  —  only  $6 


OFFER  EXPIRES 
JAN.  15,  1982 


Introduce  a  Friend  to  GCN 


Would  you  like  to  renew 
your  sub? 


□  $62 — 3  yrs.  □  $43 — 2  yrs. 

□  $22  □  $12  □  $6 

Would  you  like  to  make  a  donati< 
to  GCN1  $ _ 


Would  you  like  to  donate  for  a  free 
sub.  for  a  lesbian  or  gay 
prisoner?  $ _ 

YOUR  NAME  IS: 


Address 
City _ 


State, 


Zip, 


GIFT  SUB.  FOR 

Name  n  $22 

GIFT  SUB.  FOR 

Name  FI  $2.2 

Address  n  Si  2. 

Citv  State  Zip  FI  $  6 

l  □  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

Gift  card  to  read: 

Address  FI  Si  2 

Citv  State  Zip  n  $  6 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

Gift  card  to  read: 

Make  check  or  M.O.  payable  to  GCN 
Do  not  send  cash,  please. 

ADD  30%  FOR  FOREIGN  SUBS. 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

Print  Name  _ 

Signature  _ 

Account  # _ 

Exp.  Date 


Total  Payment  $_ 
MAIL  TO: 


GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 
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Classifieds 

ADVERTISERS _ 

ATTENTION! 

Please  be  advised  that  all  display  clas¬ 
sified  (boxed  ads)  will  go  up  from  $10 
per  column  inch  to  $12  per  column  inch 
as  of  January  15, 1982. _ 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 
All  apartment  rentals,  whether  you  own 
one  house  or  a  hundred,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  at  the  business 
rate. 


ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

If  you  are  renting  rooms  or  space  in 
your  own  home,  you  are  collecting  mon¬ 
ey  from  renters  and  therefore  your  ad 
must  be  paid  at  the  business  rates  (see 
ad  form).  Roommate  (non-business)  ads 
are  for  seeking  others  to  share  the  rent 
you  pay  to  a  third  party,  the  landperson. 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

Healthy  GM  late  20's  hikes,  sings, 
guitar,  runs,  dances,  loves  conversa¬ 
tion.  I  want  to  get  to  know  similar  man 
to  do  things  together,  be  friends.  GCN 
Box  485. _ (23) 

Shy  &  lonely  GM  would  like  to  meet 
some  nice  people  F  or  M  near  Kingston, 
NH.  I’m  41,  not  attractive  but  can  be  a 
gd  trie nd.  GCN  Box  486. _ (28) 

PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
The  parties  were  nice 
The  shopping  was  good 
But  double  coupons 
I  far  rather  would. 

I  love  you  hyperbolically. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
must  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.  Thank  you. _ 

JOE  FROM  THE  NORMANDY 
It  was  very  dear  of  you  to  send  the 
“pass."  Honest,  we  will  try  to  make  use 
of  it  this  coming  season. Thank  you  very 
much,  and  very  healthy,  happy  holidays 
to  you  and  yours.  With  love,  NW. _ 

GCN  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
That  was  a  hell  of  a  bash.  Everything 
was  beautiful  and  delicious  and  fun.  We 
should  make  a  tradition  of  "breaking 
bread"  together.  It’s  a  very  spiritually 

satisfying  thing  to  do.  Thank  you,  thank 
you,  thank  you.  Love  you  all.  Porkpie 
and  Mousepudding. _ 

ROBERT  BOBBIE  BOB,  INC 
How  the  hell  are  you????  Our  situation 
fluctuates  from  bad  to  worse  to  terri¬ 
fying  to  normal  which  is  from  bad  to 
worse.  Love  you  and  miss  you  and  wish 
you  all  the  sticky  things  one  wishes  at 
this  season  for  someone  one  loves.  Us. 

PJM 

How  it  got  to  this  time  of  year  again,  I 
don’t  know.  The  last  thing  I  distinctly 
remember  was  Gay  Pride  Week.  The 
violet  bloomed  for  Thanksgiving  this 
year,  but  some  flowers  may  remain  till 
Christmas.  It  always  makes  me  think  of 
you  with  great  affection.  Wish  you  all 
the  best  for  the  holidays.  N 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE  AND  MEET 
Everywhere  thru  the  Wishing  Well  Mag 
azine  &  Services.  Supportive,  confiden¬ 
tial,  dignified,  prompt.  Byear  reliable 
reputation.  Tender,  loving  alternative. 
Intro  copy  $5  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Free  info:  Box  117,  Novato,  CA 
94948-0117. _  (24) 

GM  5 '10",  33,  160,  gd  shape  &  Iks, 
blond  but  thinning  hair  sks  a  new  friend 
w/some  emotional  commitment,  also  in 
gd  shape,  pref  working  out.  Am  into 
massage,  meditation  (TM),  films,  the¬ 
ater,  skiing,  fires,  reading  about  recent 
&  current  history,  social  sciences  & 
related  issues,  the  nuclear  problem  & 
politics.  Wd  like  to  meet  someone  who 
has  really  read  this  ad,  with  similar 
interests  or  complete  opposite  (mech¬ 
anical  or  artistic).  No  strong  preference, 
but  am  especially  into  foreigners, 
Mediterraneans  &  Latins.  I  am  &  sk  a 
man  who  is  at  peace  w/self  &  world.  I 
am  not,  but  enjoy  people  who  are,  reli¬ 
giously  centered.  Am  also  Ikng  for  a  be¬ 
ginning  weightlifting  partner  (not  a  pre¬ 
requisite).  Am  not  Ikng  for  people  who 
are  very  hairy,  effeminate  in  manner  or 
voice,  over  38  yrs,  or  sexually  hung  up. 
Enjoy  all  kinds  of  sex,  but  this  is  not 
just  a  sex  ad.  Best  times  7:30  am,  5:30 
pm.  Please  keep  trying  367-0095.  (20) 

Ceramic  supplies  fired  large  &  small 
Davids  thousands  pieces  some  painted 
Buccaneer  Rt  1,  Wells,  ME  (207) 
646-2140. _ (24) 

There  once  was  a  woman  named  Spike 
For  whom  I  felt  quite  a  like. 

She  brought  love  and  sunshine; 

I’m  glad  that  she’s  all  mine! 

I  never  met  quite  such  a  dyke. 

Happy  Anniversary.  Love,  Spikette.  (23) 
GM  25  has  home  &  relationship  for 
youth  needing  same.  Will  assist  you  in 
your  move  to  New  Orleans,  &  if  you’re 
not  happy,  will  return  you  home.  Photo 
please.  GCN  Box  487. _ (28) 

LESBIANS:  MOVING  SO  SOON? 
Just  when  yr  apt  was  beginning  to  feel 
homey?  Tired  of  having  to  relocate 
every  time  yr  rent  goes  up?  Have  you 
dreamed  of  owning  a  home  with  other 
women?  We  can  make  It  happen.  Call 
Jil  426-4469  days.  


FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

Phone  freaks  J/O  with  Phone  Pals!!  For 
info  send  SASE,  age  to  Phone  Pals 
Club,  Box  2392,  Escondido,  CA 
92025-0420.  Mention  GCN  and  age. 

(23) 


INVEST  IN  A  DYKE  LAWYER 
A  year  of  GCN  salary  +  Reagan  budget 
cuts  =  no  $$$  for  law  school  for  this  ex¬ 
news  editor.  Can  you  help  with  a  long¬ 
term,  low-interest  loan  and/or  a  contri¬ 
bution?  Write  Denise  Sudell  c/o  GCN. 
Thanks. 


Masc  Grk  act  dom  lover  sought  for 
loving  ret  w/GM  34,  5'9",  140,  Ital  Frnch 
net.  Clean  agree.  Ed  Works.  PO  Box 
2161,  Pawt,  Rl  02861. _ (23) 

Hi!  Im  GWM  19  decent  Ikng,  nice  guy 
good  sense  humor  5'8"  decent  body.  I 
want  to  be  friends  w/a  younger  kid  &  I’ll 
give  you  all  my  friendship  in  return.  I 
know  you  may  be  shy  about  answering 
this  but  you  should.  Only  physical  re¬ 
quirement  is  you  must  be  thin.  I  have 
car,  can  travel.  I’m  discreet.  Send  letter 
&  photo  pis  to  Box  151,  South  Berwick, 
ME  03908.  I’ll  ans  all.  Hope  to  meet, you 
soon! _ (25) 

NORTH  SHORE 

GWF  early  40s  sks  GF  40-50  for  friend¬ 
ship  &  love  relationship  if  it  seems  right 
for  us.  I’m  honst,  warm  &  true;  like 
dining  out,  movies,  lively  conversation 
&  funny  people.  Dislike  personal  ads 
but  I’ll  chance  it  if  you  will.  GCN  Box 
484. _ (25) 

WANT  TO  REACH  WOMEN? 
Advertise  in  the  program  for  the  Alix 
Dobkin  concert,  Boston,  Feb.  20. 
Page/$40,  Vi  pg/$20,  V*  pg/$10.  Call 
Maida  426-4469. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  Crucial  Isaue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 


PENPALS _ 

DONOR  NEEDED 

GWF  skng  donor  for  artificial  insem¬ 
ination  prefer  GWM  correspondence 
living  anywhere  between  Syracuse  & 
Toronto  area  respond  to  LGJ  17  Rand 
Ave,  Buffalo,  NY  14216. _ (24) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


RESORTS _ 

MIGRATE  TO  ELLIE’S  NEST 
Key  West's  only  GF  guest  house.  Pool, 
Ig  hot  tub,  sun  decks.  Juice  bar.  Double 
bed,  tv,  ac/ht  every  rm.  Cont  bkfst.  (305) 
296-5757.  1414  Newton,  Key  West,  FL 
33040. 

_ (25) 

Buccaneer  -  3  mi  N'  Ogunquit  $15 
couple  quiet  indoor  heated  pool  private 
bath  TV  Rt  1 ,  Wei  Is.  (207)  646-21 40,  (25) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-TH E-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

COME  TO  PROVINCETOWN 
P’town’s  Plaza  Guesthouse  is  open  yr 
round.  Take  a  break  frm  the  city.  P’town 
is  nice  in  Winter  too.  The  boys  are  wait¬ 
ing.  Wkend  rt  30/dbl,  22  sing.  (617) 
487-1818  for  res. _ (25) 

SKI  VERMONT 

Two  comfortable  bdrms  in  our  charm¬ 
ing  1820s  village  cape  near  Mt  Snow, 
Stratton  for  gay  men  or  women. 
$40/dble/night  incl  bkfst.  Wknds  only, 
max  4  persons.  Dave  &  Mike  (802) 
348-7840. _ (25) 

FOR  SALE _ 

GODDESS  COLORING  POSTER 
Special  $6.50  with  this  ad.  Tapes,  cards, 
Tshirts.  Send  SASE  for  flyer  “Images  of 
the  Goddess"  to:  J.  Wattles,  61  Stafford 
St,  Worcester,  MA  01603. _ (23) 

MUSICAL  INSTRUMENT  SALE 
1  handmade  violin  $300  firm,  case  & 
bow  inc.  1  mandolin  $150.  1  student 
flute  $150.  Cash  only.  536-4459.  Leave 
name  and  phone  no. _ (23) 

WASHER  AND  DRYER 
Automatic,  gas  heat,  has  been  under 
Sears  service  for  seven  years.  Good 
condition.  Will  sell  as  pair  only,  $300. 
South  End.  Call  Dave,  661-6975  days. 

CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS  OUT! 
Gay,  pro-sex,  left  hymn  parodies 
harmonize  &  organize.  Tape  $5.50, 
hymnal  $3. 964  Valencia,  SF,  CA.  (23) 

USED  3-SPEED  BIKE  $60 
Or  best  offer.  Jil  426-4469,  days. 

APARTMENTS 

Dorchester,  recently  renovated  sunny  3 
bdrm  apt  (6  rms)  one  block  to  Ashmont 
T,  dishwasher/disposal,  heat  inc.  No 
pets,  Jan  1  occ.  Call  Will  265-0348  Iv 
message. _ (24) 


Woodworking/artist  studio  avail  now.  2 
spaces  or  1  totaling  250  sq  ft  in  large 
loft  in  Stoneham  on  bus  line.  $135/225. 
Susan  354-6774.  (23) 

South  End.  $350/mo  htd,  gas  incl.  2 
bdrms.  247-0018  (after  4),  (23) 

MALDEN  APT.— NEWLY  RENOV 
5  rm  2-3  bdrm  1  st  fl  in  2  fam.  Nice  neigh, 

1  blk  to  bus,  3  blks  to  center.  Sep  util, 

gas.  $450  plus  sec  dep  req  avail  Jan  1. 
926-3089. _  (23) 

DYKE  DREAM  HOUSE 

2  LF  sk  3  neat  resp  consid  LF  for  Ig 

house  in  Brighton  nr  St  E’s  Hosp.  9  rms 
Ig  bdrms  Ig  closets  safe  parking  near  T 
must  be  seen  $250/mo  inc  ht  &  hw. 
254-8312. _ (23) 

DORCHESTER  JONES  HILL 
Large  bright  1  bdrm  renov  new  heat 
$325.  282-7238. _ (23) 

S.  End  restored  Victorian.  Lg  2  bdrm, 
1 V2  bths,  mod  kitch,  DR,  hw  fls,  liv  rm, 
w/working  fireplace.  Pvt  sundeck, 
owner,  no  fee.  $625.  353-1590,  536-1600. 
_ (23) 

GM  sks  very  quiet  downstairs  neighbor, 
little  or  no  stereo  or  TV.  Very  Ige  fur¬ 
nished  studio  on  Brimmer  St,  B.  Hill, 
light  hskpg,  riverview,  fpl,  huge  walkin 
closet,  high  ceilings,  tile  bth  $325  inc 
utils.  367-0095. _ (24) 

SERVICES _ 

NO  TIME  TO  COOK? 

Excellent  meals  for  the  week  are  pre¬ 
pared  in  your  home.  Shopping,  too. 
Weekly,  occasions,  business,  intimate 
dinners.  Relax,  enjoy.  Menus  by  Meryl 
—  524-0150. _ (23) 


Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Work  on  Self  Image 
Relationships 
Call:  Bellville  Associates 
(617)  739-7803 
For  More  Information 


LESBIAN  GROUP 

NSCMHC  Serving  Salem  Peabody  Dan¬ 
vers  Middleton  Marblehead  is  offering 
therapeutic  support  group  for  lesbians. 
Sliding  scale  &  3rd  party  payment;  for 
more  info  Janet  or  Ann  744-5322.  (24?) 

PROFESSIONAL  COUNSELOR 

Individual  and  Couples 

Free  Initial  Interview 

$25-35  per  hour,  call  267-9752 

9-11 _ pm  and _ weekends. 

...NEXT  TO  GODLINESS 
Boston’s  complete  home  maintenance, 
weekly  cleaning  our  specialty.  Call  for  a 
friendly  consultation  regarding  your 
home.  (617)536-0057. _ (24) 

For  quality  interior  decoration/renova¬ 
tion  at  moderate  prices  call  Will 
265-0348  specializing  in  painting  paper- 
ing  floors  free  estimates. _ (24) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  forappt. 


LAVENDER  PROCESS 
Custom  black  and  white  film 
work.  Processing.  Printing. 
Consultation.  Additional 

darkroom  services  available. 
Evenings  (617)  782-9732. 

Women  owned  and  operated.^ 

Carpentry  all  kinds  of  work  done  at 
reasonable  rates.  Call  before  9  am.  Jim 
522-5317. _  (26) 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 
And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 
Health  Ins.  Accepted 
Located  in  Kenmore  Square 

_ 247-4861  x58 _ 

MASSAGE  THERAPY 
Relaxing  &  energizing  synthesis  of 
Shiatsu,  acupressure,  muscular  work  & 
reflexology.  Gift  certificates.  Mick 
Hazen  522-9164.  (24) 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398,661-4070. _ (16) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming — Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladafola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

Help  in  accepting  your  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.  Learn  to  deal  with  all  the  other 
human  problems  like  depressions, 
loneliness,  low  self-esteem.  Initial 
interview  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
psychotherapist  (617)  964-2510.  (24) 


BACK  BAY 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  ASSOCIATES 

Serving  Gay  Men  &  Lesbian  Women 
Individual  and  Group  Therapy 
Life  Issues  Group  Forming 
Fcr  Information  Call 
(617)  424-1381  or  (617)  646-4317 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ _ (28) 

Hypnosis:  Be  in  Control 
Lose  Weight. 

Stop  Smoking. 

Frank  Gillespie,  M.Ed. 

965-2040. _ (24) 

ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381. _ (26) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

TENDER  LOVING  CARE 
Retire  in  minister’s  own  lovely  old 
home  decor  to  suit  exc  foods  TLC  &  gd 
life  Rev  Bob  Box  5992  Kansas  City,  MO 
64111.(816)  931-8159. _ (26) 


GREENWICH  VILLAGE  APT. 

GM  Couple  with  attr  well-located 
apt  seek  lodging  exchange  for  vaca¬ 
tions  or  weekends  in  New  England 
or  other  areas.  Call  (212)  473-2934. 


SKIING  NH 

Stay  in  our  Victorian  country  home  on 
ski  wknds  to  Sunapee  region.  Reason¬ 
able  rates  include  brkfst  Box  98  Warner, 
NH  03278. _  _ (24) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

CARPENTER  capable  of  building  parti¬ 
tions  up  to  14-foot  ceiling  in  loft  area, 
and  hanging  doors.  Must  be  experi¬ 
enced;  please,  no  amateurs!!  Write, 
giving  $  hourly  rate,  to  Box  290,  118 
Mass.  Ave.,  Boston  02115.  Most  work 
can  be  done  between  Christmas  and 
New  Years,  with  more  to  be  finished 
after  Jan.  1. 


ROOMMATES _ 

F  wanted  to  share  house  with  2  F  and  1 
M  2  rms  avail,  easy  access  to  128,  rte  9, 
and  Mass  Pike.  165  pis  util.  Nonsmoker, 
pis.  235-0358. _ (23) 

GM  for  3  bd  rm  apt,  quiet,  yard,  share 
util,  for  Jan.  1.  Porter  Sq,  Camb.  Strt  act 
&  appear  pref.  Tom  or  Larry  661- 
1227. _  (23) 

Scituate— GWM  sks  GM  20-35  for 
house  near  busline.  No  smoking 
$1 75/mo  complete.  Rick  4-7  pm 
545-5165. _ (23) 

FL  32  sks  LF  for  spacious  Bri  apt  in 
house,  quiet  nbho.  S/B  neat  &  clean, 
considerate,  into  health,  mostly  veg,  no 
cigs,  pets.  150/mo  783-0204.  -  (23) 

2  LFs  sk  3rd  to  share  Somerville  apt. 
Quiet,  considerate  &  neat  woman 
wanted  for  Jan.  1.  200/mo  incl  heat  & 
hot  H2O.  Nr.  bus  lines.  Sec  dep  req. 
623-7396  eves. _ (23) 
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Classifieds 


2  LF  sk  3rd  for  quiet  JP  apt  near  pond  & 
T.  Politically  aware,  flexible,  sense  of 
humor.  $135  plus.  522-4237  eve  & 
wknds. _ (23) 

GM  27  stable  friendly  neat  sks  sim  to 
share  spac  2  bdrm  apt  in  good  S.  End 
area.  All  fum  except  yr  room.  Richard 

426- 3680  very  reas  rent. _ (24) 

LF  29,  artist,  sks  LF  26  pis.  Lge  sunny 
Belmont  apt  nr  bus.  BR  &  studio  avbl. 
Pkng,  yd,  dog,  quiet,  warm  energy.  No 
cifl/drugs.  $485/mo  pis.  484-3864.  (24) 

GM  22  non-student  Ikng  for  liberal, 
stable  male  or  female  to  find  2  bdrm  apt 
in  Brookline  or  Brighton.  (617)  424-1264 
Bfte. _ (24) 

Cambpt— GM  sks  GM  or  GM/GF  house 
or  others  to  form  one.  Politics,  music, 
community,  growth,  fun,  health.  George 
F-S.  666-9087. _ (24) 

GM  prof,  mature,  sks  similar  to  share  6 
rm  house  on  Hyde  Park/Milton  line,  on  T 
bus  line,  nr  rte  128,  quiet  nbhd,  lge  yd, 
fireplace,  porch.  $185/mo  Inc  ht  &  util. 
Bill  361-6571,  eves,  wknds. _ (25) 

Prof  GWM  sks  rmmt  to  share  Ig  6  rm  apt 
in  Ashmont  sec  of  Dorchester  nr  T. 
Must  like  dogs.  150  pis  V2  util.  436-8140 
anytime. _ (26) 

GCN  writer  needs  a  place  to  live, 
preferably  in  a  coop  household.  I’m 
non-smoking,  omnivorous,  and  quiet. 
Call  Larry,  426-4469. _ 

LF,  former  GCN  news  editor  now  strug¬ 
gling  law  student,  sks  CHEAP  place  to 
live  near  T.  I'm  friendly,  independent, 
politically  minded.  Can  pay  up  to  $130 
per  month  incl  heat.  Call  Denise 

427- 2355  eves  or  leave  message 

247-8778  days. _ 

BY  THE  PRU 

Sm  1  bdrm  apt,  share  bath.  Clean  quiet 
guys,  no  drugs.  $65/wk.  Call  Joe 
267-7422. _ (21-) 

GF  soc  wker  sks  warm  indep  GF  or  GM 
to  share  spac  2  bdrm  apt  Newton  w/frpl 
&  por.  200/mo  pis  util  2  mi  from  T.  No 
pets.  332-2682.  Leave  message.  (26) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they'll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you. 

GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
must  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.Thank  you. 


69  cents  can  buy  a  lot  of  information 
and  enjoyment.  That's  what  it  costs  to 
send  1  lb.  of  bks  to  a  lesbian  or  gay 
friend  in  prison.  Lots  of  people  have 
given  us  bks,  now  we  need  some  money 
for  postage.  Think  about  It,  you  spend 
as  much  to  buy  a  cup  of  coffee.  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Prisoners  Project,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  or 
426-4469. _ _ 

WE  HAVE  A  BURNING  DESIRE 
to  be  warm  (all  but  Nancy  Walker  who  is 
too  hot  already).  Could  some  kind  soul 
out  there  send  us  a  small  used  space 
heater?  Our  indexer,  dear  sweet  person 
that  he  is,  comes  here  to  work  on  Sun¬ 
days  and  there  is  no  heat  in  the  bldg  be¬ 
cause  it  is  commercially  zoned.  Just 
call  Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  for  a  very 
warm  reception.  Thank  you. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  hel  p !)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically- 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  laaua  for  you, 
why  put  it  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  arc  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  aa  wall,  unleaa  you 
really  want  It  otherwlaa. 


GCN  NEEDS  INDEXERS! 

GCN  has  an  index  system  which  is  fal¬ 
ling  behind  and  thus  a  valuable  tool  is 
not  fulfilling  its  function. 

Indexing  requires  a  willingness  to 
follow  the  existing  framework  which 
was  established  some  years  ago;  it’s 
too  late  to  start  all  over.  Indexing  isn’t 
particularly  creative  work;  in  fact,  some 
people  might  call  it  drudgery.  However, 
if  you’d  like  to  make  a  modest  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  cause  of  Lesbian/Gay  schol¬ 
arship  and  if  you  have  some  time  (VERY 
flexible  hours)  we’d  be  more  than  happy 
to  show  you  what  needs  to  be  done. 
Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 


INTO  BONDADGE??? 

GCN  needs  someone  who  can  help  us 
get  each  of  our  8  volumes  (50  issues 
each)  bound.  Please  call  Mike  or  Amy  at 
426-4469. _ 

BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at  GCN.  Thanks. _ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

ENGINEERS,  SCIENTISTS 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Assc  Engineers  & 
Scientists  PO  Box  70133,  Sunnyvale, 
CA  94086.  Going  national,  social,  job 
services,  political. _ (25) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 

times  and  locations  call  266-6644 _  _ 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138.  (36) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301 .  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth; 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  T ues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35  +  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14. _ (c) 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome.  _ 

New  wdmen's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135.  367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  In  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  till  midnight. 

DO  YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you’re  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 


IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5  pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counseling.  Sun. -Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  (212)243-8181. 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987, _ (38) 


PUBLICATIONS 

US  HOMOSEXUAL  LIBRARIES 
and  Information  Centers  Directory. 
Send  $3  to  HLL,  8125  C.  Brewster  Sta, 
Bridgeport,  CT  06605. _ (24  ) 


GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radlo/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1 ,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219. _ _ _ (c) 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we're  “invaluable."  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don't  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL60622.  (29)  (30x) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 


LESBIAN  S/M 

Coming  to  Power,  240  pages  $7.95 
Erotica,  Essays,  Drawings,  Photos 
- and - 

What  Color  Is  Your  Handkerchief? 
45  pages,  $3.50 
Samois  G,  PO  Box  11798 
San  Francisco,  CA  94101 


Mail  order  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist.  Send  three  first  class  stamps. 
Womansplace  Bookstore  (GCN),  2401 
N  32nd  St„  Phoenix,  A Z  85008.  (21  ex) 


v 


Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
itiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiinmiiiiiiiii 

I  TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  Ol 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEl 
I  (Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  anl 
I  Anarchist). 


I  Women  in  prisons  or  mental  institu-j 
Itions  will  receive  free  subscriptions  tc 
I  The  Second  Ware:  A  Magazine  ol  Ongo- 1 
ling  Feminism  if  they  write  to  The! 
[second  Wave,  Box  344,  Cambridge  A,| 
[Cambridge  MA  02139. _ 

[subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  al 
[monthly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per 
[year,  $10  outside  the  U.S.,  FREE  to 
[prisoners.  Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord,! 
1  Denver,  CO  80206. _ (28)  | 


|iiiiiuiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiitmiiiiii| 

Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

I  WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN  I 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS  | 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE  | 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  I 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN  ( 
ANO  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT).  I 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP  | 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  | 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE  | 

|  AT  GCN.  THANKS! 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiii 

I I  would  like  to  find  a  Marxist-Leninist 
comrade  to  correspond  with,  but  will 
correspond  with  ya’all  out  there.  Write! 
to  me  and  let's  share  ideas.  Albert 
“Chui”  CLARK  #79909,  C.C.R.  D-Tier 
Cage-6,  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  | 

[Angola,  LA  70712 _ 

ji  think  this  paper  is  “right-on”  and  I’m  I 

(looking  forward  to  corresponding  with 
I  some  of  you  people  out  there  who  also  | 
]  read  it.  I  like  people  of  all  ages  and  will  [ 
I  answer  ail  letters  I  get.  Come  on  Fel- 
llers!  Eddie  L.  JOHNSON,  P.M.B.  I 
#93269,  Camp  J-CUDA  1/L/2,  Angola,  LA 
70712. _ 

I’m  a  TALL  man  locked  up  and  need  to  I 

hear  from  people  who  would  like  to  be 
[friends.  I’m  lonely.  Duane  W.  BORDEN, 

|  C-25854-7304,  California  Men's  Colony, 

]  P.O.  Box  A-East,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
193409-0001. _ 

I  am,  at  the  present,  not  communicating 
[with  anyone  outside  this  prison  and 
|  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  tell  you 
[all  that  it  is  S'  drag.  It  would  mean  a 
|  great  deal  to  me  if  this  ad  brought  me 
into  contact  with  someone  who  would 
like  to  correspond.  Bernard  C.  Taylor, 
P.O.  Box  B-55917,  Represa,  CA  95671. 

Cheokee  Indian,  locked  up,  would  like  I 
to  find  people  to  correspond  with.  I 
have  several  interests,  some  of  which 
are;  swimming,  body  building,  sex, 
walking  in  the  rain,  walking  along  the 
beach,  riding  horses  and  life.  I’d  like  to 
correspond  with  other  gays.  Stamped 
envelopes  would  be  much  appreciated. 
THANKS.  Stacy  Waltman,  46472  C/22,  | 
Parchman,  MS  38738. 


Let’s  just  say  I  feel  I’m  one  of  the  [ 
beautiful  people  who  made  a  mistake 
and  save  the  explanations  for  later.  I  [ 
hope  you  can  in  some  way  feel  what’s  j 
in  my  heart  and  see  that  I’m  in  dire  need  [ 
of  friends.  The  word  ‘gay’  is  like  a  dirty 
word  to  almost  all  of  the  guards  and 
inmates  here.  I  know  it's  fantastic  to  be 
proud  and  one  day  I'll  be  away  from 
here  and  I’ll  step  back  thru  that  closet 
I  door.  Meanwhile,  it'd  be  nice  to  write  to 
someone.  Mark  HOGE,  297439  (6T),  Rt.  | 
3,  Box  59,  Rosharon,  TX  77583. 

|  Would  like  to  hear  from  other  gay  men  I 

18-80!  I  am  clean,  tender,  loving  and 
very  lonely  (in  prison  for  checks). 
Kenneth  ROSS,  49944  U/27,  Parchman  | 
MS  38738. _ _ 

Although  I  am  not  gay,  I  feel  that  I 

|  corresponding  with  anyone  in  the  gay  | 
world  would  be  an  enlightening  expe¬ 
rience  for  both  of  us.  Anthony  M  l 
DIXON,  35772  Box  900,  Jefferson  City] 
MO  65102.  _ 

.  am  from  Trinidad  in  the  West  Indies  I 

and  have  no  family  here.  My  main  inter¬ 
est  is  music.  I’m  a  musician  and  song¬ 
writer.  Other  interests  are  sports, 
horses  and  writing.  Terrence  S. 
CHARLES,  C-16636  San  Quentin,  Tamal 
CA  94974. 


I  “People  generally  laugh  when  I  men- 
|  tion  that  I  went  from  Yale  to  Jail  and  that 

I I  got  a  more  vital  education  from  3  years 
I  in  jail  than  from  6  years  at  Yale  ...  A  lit- 
|  tie  reflection  should  convince  most  per- 
|  sons  that  one  can  learn  more  about  the 
[nature  of  our  society  by  sharing  In  a 
[  small  way  the  life  of  its  victims  than  by 
I  interacting  intellectually  with  its 
|  privileged  academicians.” 

I  Dave  Dellinger  (who  served  two  prison 
|  terms  for  draft  resistance). _ 


am  an  incarcerated  French  Jamaican 
in  for  possession  of  a  small  amount  of 
hasish  and  would  like  to  contact  and 
correspond  with  gays  (preferably 
males).  We  receive  your  paper  here  and 
it  helps  us  to  band  together  to  combat 
|  being  raped  and  segregated.  Thank  you  | 
for  your  support.  Pouis  Ramon  JOR¬ 
DAN,  264986,  Box  1000,  Skeilacoom,  | 

I  WA  98388. _ 

I  am  a  lonely  prisoner  in  Nevada  who[ 

wpuld  like  to  correspond  with  another  | 
person.  In  my  loneliness  I  am  searching  [ 
for  a  friendly  person  to  correspoind 
with.  I’m  23  and  i  am  open  to  all  people  | 
who  would  write  to  me.  John  W. 
KALATA,  P.O.  Box  607,  Carson  City,  NV  | 

|  89701. _ 

would  like  to  meet  some  gay  friends  | 

|  who  will  write  and  let  me  know  what  is 
happening  out  there  in  the  free  world. 

|  I'm  an  easy-going  man  and  love  people. 
I’ll  answer  anyone  who  writes  to  me  and  I 
I  will  be  a  special  friend  to  whoever) 
wants  a  tight  friend.  Milford  HUGHES 
#253,  P.O.  Box  518,  Zephyrhills,  FL  | 
|  33599.  _ 

I  would  like  to  correspoond  with  some  I 
"for  real”  people  in  the  outside  world. 

I  I’m  easy  to  get  along  with,  open-mind¬ 
ed,  fun  loving,  like  sports,  outdoor  life, 
music  and  generally  anything  that 
makes  life  more  pleasant.  Jack  CRAW- 
]  FORD  #157-268,  P.O.  Box  69,  London, 
OH  43140. _ 

I’m  a  young  man  doing  time  and  need 
love  from  people  who  care.  I’m  on  the 
Rock  “lock  up"  and  need  to  hear  from 
people  more  than  ever.  Thanks.  Ricky 
WILLIAMS  #101441,  Oklahoma  State 
Pen,  P.O.  Box  97-O.S.P.,  McAlester,  OK 

74501. _ _ _ 

I  am  at  the  present  incarcerated  in  this 
prison  where  I  have  been  for  the  past 
seven  years,  the  last  two  of  which  has 
been  spent  in  segregation.  That  means: 
confined  to  a  small  6x8  cell  24  hours  a 
|  day.  I  desperately  need  someone  to 
[write  to.  I  will  answer  all  who  write  me. 
[Needless  to  say,  I  need  a  pen  pal  to 
(share  a  smile  with  from  time  to  time. 
[Robert  Carroll,  Box  D-23478-L2, 
Reidsvllle,  GA  30499. _ 

Hi.  I’m  Louri  to  my  friends.  I’m 
[presently  incarcerated  in  Texas  and 
|  have  no  family  or  friends  on  the  outside 
|  to  correspond  with.  I  am  very  lonely.  I’m 
[presently  In  college,  enjoy  writing  and 
[receiving  mail,  like  to  party,  photos,  | 
[cards  and  attention.  Larry  Lanzone, 
[291856,  Ramsey  II  Route  4  Box  1200, 
(Rosharon,  TX  77583. _ 
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I'm  doing  time  and  seek  correspond¬ 
ence  with  feminine  person  or  people 
with  few  hangups.  I'm  a  well-read 
athlete.  Charles  W.  GINGRAS,  B-62709 
Cell  7230,  Calif.  Men’s  Prison,  P.O.  Box 
A-E,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409. 

Please  hear  my  plea  for  friends  in  the 
real  world.  My  interests  are  reading 
I  good  books,  all  kinds  of  music  and 
meeting  real  people.  James  CRAIG 
155-333,  15802  State  Route  104,  Chilli- 
|  cothe,  OH  45601. 

I’m  a  gay  prisoner  and  would  like  to 
I  correspond  with  some  gay  people  on 
the  outside.  I'm  just  lonely.  Wendell 
|  Clayton  Sloan,  31934,  Apt.  12-R-10,  P.O. 
Box  128,  Eddyville,  KY  42038. 

Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project  note:  Some' 
publications  that  take  an  Interest  in 
prisoners  and,  more  generally,  in  the  role  of 
“crime”  (e.g.  homosexuality)  in  controlling 
ALL  of  our  behavior,  are:  off  our  backs 
(feminist  women’s  news  and  features),  1724 
I  20th  St.  NW,  Wash.  DC  20009;  GAYCON 
Press  Newsletter,  20  12th  St.  #326,  San 
Francisco  CA  94103;  Gay  Insurgent,  Box 
|2337,  Philadelphia  PA  19103;  No  More 
|  Cages,  c/o  Women  Free  Women  in  Prison, 
Box  283,  W.  Nyack  NY  10994;  P.OSRIP 
J  (People  Organized  to  Stop  Rape  of  Impri- 
|  soned  Persons),  Box  4413,  Chicago  IL 
[60680;  Through  the  Looking  Glass  (a 
|  women  and  children  in  prison  newsletter), 
|  Box  22061,  Seattle  WA  98122;  Fortune 
l/VeiM,  229  Park  Ave.  So.,  NYC  10003; 
|  Sisters  of  Inner  Connections,  259  S.  60th 
|  St.,  Philadelphia  PA  19139;  Prisoner 
J  Yellow  Pages,  Office  of  Inst.  Min.  5300 
[Santa  Monica  Blvd.  Suite  304,  L.A.  CA 
90029;  Prison  Pen  Pals,  Box  1217, 
|  Cincinnati  OH  45202. 

Some  of  these  are  free  to  prisoners,  some 
|  have  free  penpal  space,  and  all  have  a  deep 
|  determination  to  make  people,  both  inside 
[and  out,  more  aware  how  political  and 
|  widespread  the  effects  of  prisons  are,  and  to 
[support  prisoners  with  what  resources  they 
[have.  (These  groups  and  publications  need 
r alHh^iiigpo^/ie^caiijel  too! ! J) 


Acton,  UA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  Invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 


monaay 


Watertown, UA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Neshue,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 


tuesday 


Wednesday 


Boston,  UA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 

Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2  Vi  meets  at 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  interested 
.parties  welcome. 

Bridgewater,  1AA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Billtls.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  So.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uxbridge,  UA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Boston,  UA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Hyannls,  UA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
memDers  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women’s  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Boston,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bllitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Frl.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  UA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7nm.  Info:  599-5928. 
Providence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Hampden  County, UA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


thursday 


BOSTON,  MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS. 
COME  HELP  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT 
NEXT  WEEK’S  PAPER!  PROOFREADING 
BEGINS  6-ish  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  8:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 

Boston,  UA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People's  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  UA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Northampton,  UA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Calendar 
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Boston,  UA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  grouo.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  CLub.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  #s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  swimming  227-5363;  basketball 
236-1914. 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, UA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston,  UA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1  FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  UA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orleans,  UA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Orono,  UE  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 
Framlngham/Ulllord/Franklln,  UA  —  Tri¬ 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 


coming  events 


gay 


dec  19  sat 

Boston,  UA  —  Marianne  Connolly  and  Kore 
Sapphire  present  a  multi-ethnic,  multi-class, 
multi-dlmensinal  poetry  reading  on  Work.  To¬ 
night  at  8pm  and  tomorrow  eve  at  7pm.  $2 
(more  if/less  if).  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theatre,  22  Randolph  (near  Dover  T  stop;  off 
Harrison).  Info:  542-8575. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Mobilization  for  Survival 
celebration:  Boogie  the  night  away!  13  Sellers 
St.  9pm  on.  $3. 

Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Deb  Huston,  original 
music,  sensual  sounds.  355  Boylston  St.  (at 
Arlington).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at 
8.  Every  body  well  come. 


20  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Walk  For  World  Peace, 
leaving  Cambridge  Common  at  1pm  and  end¬ 
ing  at  Draper  Lab  in  Tech  Square.  Free  food 
will  be  served  to  dramatize  the  fact  that 
people  are  being  denied  food  while  our  money 
is  being  spent  on  food.  1pm  on  the  Common. 
Info:  354-0008,  491-4694  or  661-6130. 

Boston,  UA  —  Am  Tikva  Chanukah  Party. 
Dairy-vegetarian  potluck.  Bring  Menorahs.  All 
donations  gratefully  accepted.  Info:  628-3986. 

Boston,  UA  —  "The  men  with  the  pink 
triangles,"  an  excellent  documentary/drama¬ 
tization  dealing  with  Nazi  treatment  of  gays 
Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
10:30pm. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society.  Music  for  flute,  piano,  cello  and 
voice.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
FREE!  3pm.  Donations  of  food  and  drink  are 
invited. 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Professionals  Men's 
Group.  Christmas  Party.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St. 
(Beacon  Hill)  4-8pm.  $2  donation. 


22  tues 

Boston,  UA  —  Another  TIGHT  week  for  GCN! 
Layout  and  proofreading  on  Tues  (instead  of 
the  usual  Thursday  eve).  Last  chance  (this 
year)!  Don’t  miss  it!!  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near 
Park  St.)  Proofreading  begins  about  6:30  and 
layout  about  8.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.) 
Info:  426-4469 


ifYTtfoveRr 


23  wed 

Boston,  UA  —  Short  week  at  GCN.  We'll  be 
mailing  out  the  paper  to  subscribers  and 
bookstores  today  (instead  of  Friday  as  usual), 
come  by  anytime  In  the  afternoon  or  early 
evening.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 
426-4469. 


Worcester,  UA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays”, 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  In-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Boston,  U.4  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  UA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 

friday 

Boston,  UA  -  GAY  COUUUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-ln. 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  UA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter.  499-2425. 

Concord,  NH  —  Central  New  Hampshire 
Men's  Support  Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve 
at  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 
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Boston,  UA  —  Oasis,  a  coffee  house  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  MAXINE  FELDMAN 
IN  CONCERT,  WITH  OPENING  ACT  BY 
SHERRY  PEDONE.  355  Boylston  St.  (at 
Arlington).  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at 
8.  Wednesday  evenings  are  for  women  only  $5 

27  sun 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Cross¬ 
country  skiing  in  Maine.  Info:  (207)  422-6233. 

30  wed 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Women's  Center 
Introductory  Informal  Discussions.  Tonight’s 
topic:  lonliness.  All  women  are  welcome  to 
come  by  and  share  their  experiences  in  an  in¬ 
formal  atmosphere.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston,  UA  —  Good  Gay  Poets.  Open 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Poetry  Reading.  Fag  Hag 
Office  (GCN),  22  Bromfield  St.  8pm. 

31  thurs 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Let  go  at  Amethyst 
Women's  New  Year's  Eve  Dance.  9pm-1am. 
Balloons  at  midnight.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Square)  $5 
(more/less).  Childcare  provided,  bring  your 
own  toys.  This  is  a  drug  and  alcohol  free 
event.  All  women  are  invited. 


Boston,  UA  —  Starting  In  January  1982,  p  ten 
week  support  group  for  lesbians  run  by 
Sandra  Harris  and  Anita  Rossien.  Call 
497-2288  for  more  information. 


